Capitol  cops 
caught  spying 

Mass.  State  House  Police  admit  to  investigating 
gay  groups  amidst  a  flurry  of  media  attention. 
Many  activists  are  not  surprised  to  learn  of  the 
commonly  employed  “information  gathering ” 
tactics ,  but  community  anger  grows  and  the 
Duke's  not  talking. 

By  Elizabeth  Pincus 

BOSTON  —  In  a  splashy  front  page  ex¬ 
pose  on  May  26,  the  Boston  Herald  revealed 
that  Capitol  police  officers  have  been  spying 
on  lesbian  and  gay  political  groups.  Police 
Chief  Dan  Skelly  admitted  that  undercover 
cops  attended  meetings  of  MASS  ACT 
OUT,  the  Greater  Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Political  Alliance  (GBL/GPA)  and  other 
community  groups  in  an  effort  to  “gather 
intelligence.”  Capitol  cops,  who  have 
jurisdiction  over  the  Massachusetts  State 
House,  sought  information  in  an  effort  to 
thwart  protests,  according  to  the  Herald 
report. 

“The  government  has  violated  the  spirit 
of  democracy,”  said  David  LaFontaine  of 
GBL/GPA.  “It’s  akin  to  fascism  —  a  return 
to  the  McCarthy  era.  By  sending  cops  [to 
meetings],  they  are  trying  to  suppress  and 
interfere  with  our  constitutional  rights.  I 
think  we  should  call  for  Skelly’s  removal.” 
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the  State  House.  “We  never  did  it  in  a 
clandestine  way,”  Skelly  said. 

He  stated  that  Capitol  police  have  had  no 
contact  with  gay  political  groups  since  the 
Jan.  4  rally  that  brought  over  500  protesters 
to  the  State  House  to  decry  the  demise  of  the 
Massachusetts  gay  rights  bill.  (See  GCN, 
Vol.  15,  No.  25) 

Members  of  MASS  ACT  OUT  and 
GBL/GPA,  disbelieving  of  Skelly’s  ex¬ 
planation,  speculated  that  police 
surveillance  of  lesbians  and  gay  men  has 
been  stepped  up  in  the  face  of  renewed  com¬ 
munity  rebelliousness.  Since  the  October 
March  on  Washington  for  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Rights,  activists  have  staged  increasingly 
large  and  frequent  protests  calling  for  civil 
rights  and  attention  to  the  AIDS  crisis. 
Boston  lesbians  and  gay  men  have  also 
repeatedly  demonstrated  against  Gov. 
Michael  Dukakis,  now  the  front-running 
Democratic  presidential  hopeful.  According 
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screaming  out  from  newsstands  on  Thurs¬ 
day  morning,  rage  spread  quickly  through 
the  lesbian  and  gay  community.  As  GCN 
goes  to  press,  an  emergency  meeting  has 
been  called  by  activists  to  organize  a  com¬ 
munity  response  to  the  police  intimidation 
tactics.  Meanwhile,  both  local  and  national 
media  attention  has  galvanized  around  the 
Capitol  cops,  who  are  headquartered  at  the 
State  House.  “I  tell  you,  it’s  hot  over  here,” 
said  a  State  House  insider,  a  gay  man  who 
asked  not  to  be  identified  for  fear  of  losing 
his  job.  “The  Capitol  police  have  made  my 
life  miserable.  Gays  and  other  people, 
especially  people  of  color,  are  harassed  con¬ 
stantly.” 

Skelly  told  GCN  that  Capitol  police  did 
not  “infiltrate”  meetings,  as  the  Herald 
reported,  but  attempted  to  contact  group 
leaders  to  insure  cooperation  during 
demonstrations.  He  claimed  this  standard 
procedure  was  used  with  other  groups  — 
such  as  advocates  of  the  health  care  bill  or 
welfare  reform  —  who  planned  protests  at 


to  the  report  in  the  Herald ,  plainclothes 
cops  were  able  to  use  advance  information 
to  weaken  a  MASS  ACT  OUT-planned  pro¬ 
test  of  Dukakis’  January  State  of  the  State 
address  by  closing  off  a  public  viewing 
gallery  in  the  House. 

“Governor  Dukakis  has  trampled  on  peo¬ 
ple’s  civil  liberties  in  the  past,”  LaFontaine 
said.  “He  certainly  doesn’t  set  a  good  exam¬ 
ple.  The  state  is  trying  to  silence  our  voices. 
They  must  realize  that  the  [lesbian  and  gay 
community]  is  much  more  formidable  than 
they  thought.” 

Dukakis,  campaigning  in  San  Francisco, 
told  the  Herald:  “I  am  not  going  to  com¬ 
ment  on  it  until  I  find  out  what  is  happen¬ 
ing.”  Members  of  his  staff  did  not  return 
GCN s  calls  before  presstime. 

Nancy  Wechsler  of  MASS  ACT  OUT  said 
she  was  disturbed  but  “not  surprised”  by 
news  of  the  cops’  investigations.  “These 
things  go  on  all  the  time,”  Wechsler  explain¬ 
ed.  “Government  agents  may  or  may  not  be 
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Coalition  effort  brings  gay 
rights  to  Baltimore 


Multi-racial  Justice  Campaign  spearheads  successful  third 
effort  to  pass  anti-discrimination  measure 


By  Carol  Ehrlich 

BALTIMORE  —  Gay  men  and  lesbians 
overflowing  the  Baltimore  City  Council 
chambers  erupted  into  cheers  as  the  council 
voted  to  provide  civil  rights  protection  for 
the  city’s  estimated  80,000  lesbian  and  gay 
residents.  The  bill,  CC  187,  passed  by  a  12  to 
7  margin.  It  adds  the  category  “sexual  orien¬ 
tation”  to  existing  legislation  that  prohibits 
discrimination  in  the  areas  of  employment, 
education,  public  accomodations,  and 
health  and  welfare  services. 

Two  previous  attempts  to  win  civil  rights 
for  gay  men  and  lesbians  failed  in  1980  and 
1985. 

The  victory  for  Baltimore’s  lesbian  and 
gay  community  was  the  result  of  an  inten¬ 
sive  five-month  organizing  campaign  by  the 
Baltimore  Justice  Campaign,  a  broad-based 
and  multi-racial  coalition  of  gay  men  and 
lesbians.  Andre  Powell,  media  co-chair  of 
the  Campaign,  told  GCN,  “The  lesbian  and 
gay  community  really  came  together. 
Leadership  included  lesbians  from  the 
feminist  community  as  well  as  members  of 
the  Black  community.  Within  the  Justice 
Campaign’s  steering  committee  there  is 
racial  and  gender  parity.  We  also  formed  a 
Black  caucus  so  Black  members  could  ad¬ 
dress  issues  relevant  to  us  as  Black  lesbians 
and  gays.” 

The  Justice  Campaign  was  organized  in 
December  1987  following  the  October 
March  on  Washington,  when  gay  energy 
was  running  high  and  community  members 
were  determined  to  push  for  legal  rights. 
Many  activists  said  much  of  the  new  energy 
was  fueled  by  grief  over  the  AIDS  epidemic, 
and  that  the  Campaign  offered  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  the  community  to  turn  its  sorrow 
into  political  action. 

The  polticial  climate  in  Baltimore  also 
seemed  favorable  for  legislation  of  gay 
rights,  since  the  November  election  had 
swept  many  pro-gay  candidates  into  office. 
Kurt  Schmoke,  the  first  Black  mayor  to  be 
elected  in  this  majority-Black  city,  agreed  to 


introduce  the  bill  to  the  council  himself. 
And  Mary  Pat  Clarke,  newly  elected  Coun¬ 
cil  President,  publicly  supported  the  bill.  On 
the  earlier  attempts,  longtime  Mayor 
William  Donald  Schaefer  and  former  Coun¬ 
cil  President  Du  Burns  had  refused  to  give 
their  support. 

The  activists’  strategy  was  to  introduce 
the  bill  early  in  the  Council’s  legislative  ses¬ 
sion  and  move  it  quickly,  before  opponents 
had  time  to  organize  their  anti-gay  troops. 
The  bill,  which  by  law  had  to  be  approved 
twice,  came  to  its  first  vote  less  than  a  month 
after  being  introduced  on  April  18. 

The  Justice  Campaign’s  organizers  began 
mobilizing  support  for  the  legislation  by 
holding  a  series  of  monthly  “town 
meetings”  of  local  lesbians  and  gay  men  and 
their  supporters.  These  meetings  yielded  a 
number  of  quietly  effective  tactics,  in¬ 
cluding:  petitions,  letters,  and  phone  calls  to 
City  Council  members;  lobby  teams  in  each 
Council  district  who  met  with  individual 
Council  members;  and  a  drive  to  obtain  en¬ 
dorsements  from  a  wide  range  of  organiza¬ 
tions.  Endorsements  came  from  80  groups, 
of  which  more  than  50  were  not  gay  or  les¬ 
bian  organizations.  Endorsers  included  the 
Baltimore  City  Commission  for  Women, 
the  Baltimore  chapter  of  the  NAACP,  the 
Maryland  State  Teachers’  Association,  the 
Baltimore  City  Teachers’  Association,  the 
African-American  Women’s  Caucus,  the 
League  of  Women  Voters  of  Baltimore  Ci¬ 
ty,  the  Maryland  Psychological  Associa¬ 
tion,  and  Clergy  and  Laity  Concerned 
(CALC).  CALC  also  obtained  letters  of  en¬ 
dorsement  from  59  individual  clergy. 

The  Campaign  produced  a  series  of  well- 
documented  pamphlets  and  fact  sheets  that 
attempted  to  counter  ignorance, 
stereotypes,  and  homophobic  fears  by  poin¬ 
ting  out  the  contributions  of  gay  men  and 
lesbians  to  the  economic  health  and  cultural 
life  of  the  city. 
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Quote  of  the  week 

“Those  acts  generally  responsible  for 
transmitting  the  virus  are  often  illegal  and 
have  traditionally  been  morally 
proscribed.” 

—  From  the  proposal  written  by  the  U.S. 
Commission  on  Civil  Rights  which  called 
for  hearings  on  AIDS  discrimination.  The 
Commission,  which  has  been  notorious  for 
its  disregard  for  civil  rights  since  Reagan  ap¬ 
pointees  have  been  running  the  show,  was 
slammed  by  AIDS  activists,  the  civil  liberties 
community,  and  the  gay  and  lesbian  com¬ 
munity  for  its  political  bias  against  gay  peo¬ 
ple  and  people  with  AIDS  or  who  are  HIV¬ 
positive.  In  testimony  at  the  AIDS 
discrimination  hearings,  Jeffrey  Levi  of  the 
National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force  said, 
"...how  can  we  trust  this  commission's 
handling  of  AIDS  discrimination  issues 
when  its  own  project  proposal  carries  such 
homophobic  rhetoric?" 


After  marching,  run 

BOSTON  —  The  first  annual  Boston  Gay 
Pride  Run,  sponsored  by  the  Frontrunners 
running  club,  will  be  held  Sunday,  June  12, 
at  11  a.m.  Entrants  in  two  and  five  mile 
races  will  trek  along  the  Charles  River 
Esplanade.  The  three  fastest  men  and 
women  will  get  trophies,  as  will  the  top  three 
female  and  male  finishers  in  the  under-19, 
over-40  and  wheelchair  categories.  It 
costs  $8  to  enter,  and  you  get  a  T-shirt.  En¬ 
try  forms  and  fees  must  be  postmarked  by 
June  4.  To  enter,  or  for  information  about 
the  race,  write  Frontrunners  Boston,  P.O. 
Box  423,  Back  Bay  Annex,  Boston,  MA 
021 17,  or  call  (617)  266-6294  or  267-2996. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

D.C.  walkers  raise 
dough 

WASHINGTON  —  Organizers  of  the  se¬ 
cond  annual  Next  Step  AIDSWALK  in  the 
nation’s  capitol  estimate  the  event  raised 


D.C.  walkers 

more  than  $265,000.  Over  3,000  par¬ 
ticipants  ambled  around  the  10-kilometer 
route  which  began  at  the  steps  of  the  Capitol 
and  looped  around  the  Mall,  the 
Washington  Monument  and  the  Lincoln 
Memorial. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 


Saliva  thwarts  HIV 
in  the  test-tube 

CHICAGO  —  Human  saliva  contains  a 
factor  that  may  block  HIV  from  infecting 
cells,  according  to  Findings  in  a  study  con¬ 
ducted  at  the  National  Institute  of  Dental 
Research.  The  results  of  the  study,  reported 
in  the  May  issue  of  the  Journal  of  the 
American  Dental  Association,  may  have  im¬ 
plications  for  determining  the  risk  of  con¬ 
tracting  HIV  through  the  mouth.  HIV  is  the 
virus  widely  thought  to  cause  AIDS. 

“The  significance  is  that  it’s  a  demonstra¬ 
tion  of  a  natural  defense  that  people  have 
against  the  [HIV]  virus,”  said  Philip  Fox, 
senior  investigator  in  the  study.  As  reported 
in  Nashville  Dare,  Fox  explained  that 
isolating  and  understanding  the  inhibitory 


element  in  saliva  may  help  determine  a  way 
to  prevent  the  transmission  of  HIV. 

Researchers  collected  saliva  samples  and 
secretions  directly  from  the  major  salivary 
glands  of  three  healthy  men  who  were  not 
considered  at  high  risk  for  contracting  HIV. 
The  samples  were  mixed  with  HIV  and  lym¬ 
phocytes,  immune  system  cells  that  are 
believed  to  be  the  virus’  target.  The  virus 
was  unable  to  infect  the  lymphocytes  in  the 
saliva  or  in  the  secretions  from  the  subman¬ 
dibular  and  sublingual  glands  at  the  bottom 
of  the  mouth. 

However,  in  two  of  the  samples,  lym¬ 
phocytes  mixed  with  saliva  from  the  parotid 
salivary  gland  near  the  ear  were  infected. 
Lymphocytes  mixed  with  secretions  from 
the  parotid  gland  of  the  third  man  were  not 
infected. 

Researchers  said  they  were  unsure  how 
the  inhibitory  element  works.  But  in  the 
Journal  of  the  American  Dental  Association 
report,  Fox  speculated  the  inhibitory  factor 
may  interfere  with  the  surface  receptors 
through  which  white  blood  cells  are  infected 
by  HIV. 

□  Elizabeth  Pincus 

Speak  out  for  the 
gay  rights  bill 

BOSTON  —  All  lesbians  and  gay  men 
who  have  experienced  discrimination 
and/or  anti-gay  violence  are  invited  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  a  public  testimonial  in  support  of 
the  Massachusetts  gay  rights  bill  (Senate  Bill 
47).  The  event  will  be  held  at  the  State 
House  on  Wednesday,  June  15  from  1 1  a.m. 
to  2  p.m. 

“Make  your  story  count,”  urge 
organizers,  who  hope  to  demonstrate  the 
need  for  a  lesbian/gay  civil  rights  bill  in  the 
face  of  increasing  homophobic  backlash. 
Members  of  the  community  are  also  en¬ 
couraged  to  attend  to  show  support  for  the 
bill  and  for  those  speaking  out  about 
violence  and  discrimination. 

The  gay  rights  bill  received  a  favorable 
report  from  the  Senate  Ways  and  Means 
Committee  on  May  24,  moving  it  along  to  a 
policy  committee  which  determines  when 
the  bill  will  surface  on  the  Senate  floor  for 
debate.  Arline  Isaacson,  co-chair  of  the 
Massachusetts  Gay  and  Lesbian  Political 
Caucus  and  key  lobbyist  for  the  bill,  ex¬ 
pressed  delight  that  the  gay  rights  legislation 
moved  so  quickly  through  Ways  and  Means. 
“We  caught  the  homophobes  off  guard,” 
Isaacson  said,  praising  committee  chair  Sen. 
Patricia  McGovern  (D-Lawrence)  for  urg¬ 
ing  an  expedient  vote. 

If  you  would  like  to  participate  in  the 
testimonial,  or  for  further  information, 
contact  Jay  Deacon  at  (617)  742-2100  x503. 

□  Elizabeth  Pincus 

PWAs  and  PWARCs 
to  get  free  taxi 
rides  in  SF 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  People  with  AIDS 
are  now  eligible  for  special  taxi  vouchers 
which  will  enable  them  to  keep  medical  ap¬ 
pointments  without  having  to  deal  with  the 
hassles  of  public  transportation,  reports  the 
Bay  Area  Reporter. 

Through  an  agreement  between  the  AIDS 
Emergency  Fund  and  San  Francisco’s 
Municipal  Railway,  people  with  AIDS  or 
ARC  can  receive  special  tickets  that  pay  for 
five  cab  rides  per  week.  Since  6,000  disabled 
and  elderly  clients  also  receive  these  tickets, 
carrying  a  ticket  does  not  itself  identify  one 
as  having  AIDS.  The  plan  already  serves 
over  100  people  with  AIDS  and  has  a 
waiting  list  near  70,  but  a  new  grant  from  the 
AIDS  Emergency  Fund  will  enable  the  pro¬ 
gram  to  expand. 

□  Lori  Kenschaft 


Racist  May  Day 
rally  linked  to  Klan 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  A  “white  power” 
rally  held  on  May  1  in  the  Haight-Ashbury 
neighborhood  led  to  violence,  according  to 
a  report  from  the  John  Brown  Anti-Klan 
Committee.  Fifty  pro-nazi  “skinheads” 
gathered  in  Buena  Vista  Park  and  marched 
up  Haight  Street  chanting,  “No  matter  what 
the  commies  say,  May  1st  is  white  workers’ 
day.” 
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When  an  angered  observer  shouted  out  in 
protest,  he  was  chased  and  later  assaulted  by 
at  least  five  of  the  “skinheads,”  according 
to  the  Anti-Klan  Committee.  He  was  also 
told  to  “stay  away  from  Skinhead  Hill,”  an 
area  of  Buena  Vista  Park  reportedly  staked 
out  as  “skinhead”  turf. 

The  Anti-Klan  Committee  report  stated, 
“The  May  Day  rally  was  the  most  visible, 
organized  appearance  of  the  growing  cult  of 
white  power  skinheads  who  have  been  link¬ 
ed  to  racist  murders,  arson,  beatings  and 
threats  nation-wide  and  in  the  [San  Fran¬ 
cisco]  Bay  Area.  The  nazi  skinheads 
distributed  flyers  at  their  rally  which  called 
for  ‘white  power’  and  urged  followers  to  op¬ 
pose  Black  people,  abortion  rights,  gay 
rights  and  integration.  Anti-racist  punks 
have  confirmed  rumors  of  skinhead  gay¬ 
bashing  in  the  Haight  Street  area.” 

Especially  frightening,  according  to  the 
Anti-Klan  Committee,  is  the  link  between 
“skinheads”  and  traditional  Ku  Klux  Klan 
(KKK)  and  nazi  groups.  Last  fall,  14 
members  of  the  Bay  Area  Skinheads 
(BASH)  joined  the  KKK  at  a  cross-burning 
in  Modesto,  California.  BASH  members  are 
believed  to  be  connected  to  head-nazi 
Tom  Metzger’s  groups,  the  White  Aryan 
Resistance  (WAR)  and  the  Aryan  Youth 
Movement  (AYM).  Metzger’s  cable  TV 
show  Race  and  Reason  has  featured 
segments  on  the  “skinheads”  this  spring, 
and  Metzger  allegedly  praised  the  May  Day 
“white  power”  rally  during  an  appearance 
on  the  TV  show  People  are  Talking.  Met¬ 
zger  reportedly  said,  “The  skinheads  of 
Chicago,  Los  Angeles  and  San  Francisco  are 
shaved  for  battle  and  represent  the  frontline 
troops  for  the  white  race.” 

The  John  Brown  Anti-Klan  Committee 
has  joined  with  anti-racist  punks  and  other 
community  activists  to  speak  out  and  cam¬ 
paign  against  Klan  and  nazi  terrorism.  The 
Anti-Klan  Committee  may  be  contacted  at 
(415)  431-8339. 

□  Elizabeth  Pincus 


Lesbians  sought  for 
sex  at  menopause 
study 

PLAINFIELD,  Vt.  —  Two  feminist 
researchers  have  developed  a  questionnaire 
for  lesbians  about  sex  at  menopause.  If  you 
are  a  lesbian  in  the  midst  of  or  past 
menopause,  and  would  be  willing  to  com¬ 
plete  a  confidential  questionnaire,  please 
write  to  Dr.  Ellen  Cole,  Goddard  College, 
Plainfield,  VT  05667. 

□  Ellen  Cole 

Chilean  lesbians 
come  out 

SANTIAGO,  Chile  —  The  Colectiva 
Ayuquelen,  a  lesbian  group  in  Santiago, 
reports  that  they  have  “come  out”  publicly 
in  an  interview  published  in  APSI,  a  center- 
left  weekly.  It  is  the  first  time  that  a  lesbian 
or  gay  group  has  come  out  in  the  press  and 
members  report  they  are  getting  a  lot  of 
feedback,  both  positive  and  negative.  The 
Chilean  Feminist  Movement,  with  whom 
they  share  office  and  meeting  space, 
reportedly  received  them  in  an  unfriendly 
way,  requiring  ongoing  meetings  between 
Feminist  leaders  and  Ayuquelen.  The  group 
seeks  support  from  around  the  world.  Write 
to  Colectiva  Ayuquelen,  Bellavista  0547, 
Providencia,  Santiago  de  Chile,  Chile. 

□  John  Hubert 


New  les/gay  mag  in 
Israel 

TEL  AVIV,  Israel  —  The  First  gay  and 
lesbian  magazine  in  Israel  has  recently  hit 
the  newsstands.  Maga'im  is  monthly  and 
promises  to  become  a  regular  fixture.  To 
subscribe,  write  to  P.O.  Box  11990,  Tel 
Aviv,  Israel. 

□  John  Hubert 
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If  You’re  Involved 
With  Two  People 

not  sure  who  you  really  love 
. .  .afraid  of  getting  caught. . . 
knowing  you  broke  your 
commitment. .  .feeling  torn 
in  two. 

It’s  time  to  call  for  help. 


South  End 
Counseling 

596  Tremont  Street,  Boston 
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Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder 
pain,  Headaches,  Low  back  pain, 
Bursitis,  Acute  and  Chronic 
Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational 
stress  and  nervous  tension. 


Evening  and  Saturday  Appts. 
Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


Texas  judge  orders  AIDS 
treatments 

Experimental  drugs  and  patient  care  cannot  be  withheld 


Catholic 
leaders 
assailed  for 
AIDS  stance 

By  Elizabeth  Pincus 

BOSTON  —  “Let  us  pray,”  said  Steven 
Busby  of  ACT  UP/Boston,  “that 
cemeteries  and  history  books  do  not  record 
the  Roman  Catholic  stance  on  AIDS  as  its 
darkest  and  final  stand....” 

Busby  delivered  his  satiric  prayer  to  about 
40  protesters  who  crowded  the  sidewalk  in 
front  of  the  Holy  Cross  Cathedral  on  Sun¬ 
day  morning,  May  22,  to  speak  out  against 
the  Catholic  Archdiocese  of  Boston  and 
Bernard  Cardinal  Law.  Condemning  the 
Catholic  leaders  for  their  “irrational,  dead¬ 
ly  and  ignorant  response  to  the  AIDS 
epidemic,”  members  of  ACT  UP/Boston 
and  their  supporters  picketed  outside  the 
Pentecost  Sunday  service  presided  over  by 
Cardinal  Law.  Protesters  distributed  safer 
sex  information,  condoms  (along  with  bi¬ 
lingual  instruction  sheets)  and  leaflets  about 
the  Catholic  Church’s  stand  on  AIDS  to 
parishioners  as  they  entered  and  left  the 
church. 

The  special  mass,  which  included  confir¬ 
mation  ceremonies  for  young  men  and 
women,  was  infiltrated  by  about  ten  pro¬ 
testers  who  seated  themselves  amidst  the 
congregation.  Midway  through  the  service, 
the  ten  protesters  stood  with  their  backs  to 
the  altar  and  held  up  placards  reading 
“Silence  =  Death,”  the  ACT  UP  trademark 
slogan.  After  about  ten  minutes,  they  quiet¬ 
ly  exited  and  rejoined  the  demonstration 
outside.  The  action  was  explained  in  an 
ACT  UP  leaflet:  “ACT  UP/Boston 
members  stand  up  in  moral  outrage  and  turn 
[our)  backs  on  Bernard  Cardinal  Law,  a 
man  of  great  power  and  leader  of  a  powerful 


University  challenges  tactics 

By  Amy  Gluckman 

CAMBRIDGE,  Mass.  —  Office  and 
technical  workers  at  Harvard  University 
voted  May  17  to  unionize  with  the  Harvard 
Union  of  Clerical  and  Technical  Workers 
(HUCTW),  an  independent  union  affiliated 
with  the  American  Federation  of  State, 
County  and  Municipal  Employees 
(AFSCME).  The  close  union  victory,  by  a 
vote  of  1530  to  1486,  capped  fifteen  years  of 
organizing  efforts  by  and  among  Harvard’s 
3,500  support  staff,  of  whom  82  percent  are 
women. 

However,  Harvard  filed  charges  against 
the  union  on  May  24,  placing  the  election’s 
outcome  in  question.  Harvard  claimed  the 
union  used  illegal  tactics  constituting  “in¬ 
timidation  and  coercion”  to  force 
employees  to  vote  for  union  representation. 
According  to  Ann  Taylor,  Harvard’s  staff 
attorney  in  charge  of  the  university’s  anti¬ 
union  campaign,  “numerous  support  staf¬ 
fers  reported  that  they  felt  pressured  by 
union  conduct.”  As  examples  of  unfair  con¬ 
duct,  Taylor  said  union  representatives 
stood  at  the  polls  with  check  lists,  polled 
support  staffers  as  to  how  they  had  voted, 
and  accompanied  voters  to  and  from  the 
polls. 

If  the  National  Labor  Relations  Board 
upholds  the  charges,  the  vote  will  be 
declared  invalid  and  another  election 
scheduled.  If  not,  HUCTW  will  receive  cer¬ 
tification. 

Kristine  Rondeau,  lead  organizer  at 
HUCTW,  condemned  Harvard  for  raising 
objections  to  activities  the  union  considers 
entirely  legitimate.  During  the  campaign,  she 
said,  “Harvard  has  had  hundreds  of  oppor¬ 
tunities  to  choose  between  right  and  wrong. 
Once  again,  as  they  have  every  time  before, 
they  have  chosen  to  do  wrong.”  Rondeau 
said  the  union  does  not  see  the  university’s 
recent  action  as  a  setback,  adding  that  she  is 
optimistic  about  the  outcome  of  the 
NLRB’s  investigation. 

According  to  Rondeau,  the  union  will 


institution,  to  show  that  [we]  thoroughly 
oppose  the  hideous  disregard  for  human  life 
being  perpetrated  in  the  name  of  religion.” 

The  protesters  called  attention  to  the 
following  policies  of  the  Boston  Catholic 
Archdiocese:  refusal  to  provide  education 
on  safer  sex  practices,  specifically  the  proper 
use  of  condoms;  insistence  that  sexual  ex- 


ACT  UP  protests  mass 


pression  can  only  be/must  be  procreative, 
thereby  abandoning  sterile  people,  lesbians 
and  gay  men,  and  all  people  choosing  not  to 
procreate;  opposition  to  Boston’s  proposed 
pilot  program  to  study  the  effectiveness  of 
clean  needle  exchange  in  halting  the  spread 
of  AIDS;  and  the  identification  of  AIDS  as 
a  “moral  problem.” 

A  few  Boston  police  officers  hovered  in 
the  church  doorway  and  occasionally 
threatened  to  remove  the  protesters,  but  the 
demonstration  received  little  attention  from 
church  officials.  ACT  UP  members 
speculated  that  the  media-savvy  Cardinal 
Law  may  have  purposefully  ignored  the  pro¬ 
test  and  left  through  a  back  entrance.  Some 
parishioners  viewed  the  protesters  quizzical¬ 
ly,  though  others  studied  the  leaflets  and  ex¬ 
pressed  interest  in  the  demonstration.  □ 


move  ahead  as  planned  to  elect  a  negotiating 
team  and  to  hold  a  series  of  discussions 
around  campus  so  employees  can  generate 
and  prioritize  ideas  for  what  their  first  con¬ 
tract  should  include.  Asked  about  the 
union’s  “wish  list,”  Rondeau  emphasized 
that  such  decisions  are  up  to  the  workers, 
but  she  predicted  that  benefits  to  improve 
the  situation  of  long-terms  employees  — 
such  as  better  pensions  —  would  top  the  list. 

This  union  contest,  whose  outcome  car¬ 
ries  all  the  weight  of  Harvard’s  name,  was 
intensely  and  bitterly  fought.  The  HUCTW, 
which  is  led  and  staffed  by  former  Harvard 
employees,  held  rallies,  formed  issue  com¬ 
mittees,  and  sent  organizers  out  to  speak 
repeatedly  with  every  Harvard  support  staf¬ 
fer.  For  its  part,  Harvard  ran  an  intensive 
anti-union  drive,  telling  employees  that  pay 
and  benefits  might  actually  go  down  under  a 
union  contract.  The  180-page  anti-union 
briefing  book  distributed  to  all  supervisory 
employees  was  highly  critical  of  AFSCME. 
The  criticism  was  ironic,  since  AFSCME  has 
made  a  large  financial  contribution  to  Har¬ 
vard  to  support  the  University’s  Trade 
Union  Program. 

According  to  Rondeau,  no  issue  of  special 
concern  to  gay  men  and  lesbians  was  raised 
by  employees  during  the  course  of  the  cam¬ 
paign.  When  asked  about  the  meaning  of 
the  union  for  gay  workers,  she  emphasized 
how  the  processes  of  organizing  and 
negotiating  a  contract  encourage  co-workers 
to  learn  about  and  fight  for  each  others’ 
issues. 

A  highlight  of  election  day  was  a  telegram 
HUCTW  received  from  presidential  can¬ 
didate  Jesse  Jackson.  It  read,  in  part,  “Just 
as  we  ended  racial  violence  by  law  across  the 
South  on  May  17,  1954,  we  must  end 
economic  violence  against  working  people 
on  May  17,  1988.  You  are  giving  Harvard  a 
chance  to  live  up  to  its  responsibilities  as  one 
of  the  citadels  of  learning  in  western  civiliza¬ 
tion.”  □ 


By  Chris  Bull 

DALLAS  —  A  district  court  judge 
issued  an  injunction  May  22  requiring  a 
Dallas  public  hospital  to  provide  experimen¬ 
tal  drugs  to  people  with  AIDS  (PWAs).  The 
judge,  John  Marshall,  also  ruled  that  the 
hospital  could  not  refuse  to  care  for  PWAs 
under  any  circumstances. 

William  Waybourne,  president  of  the 
Dallas  Gay  Alliance,  the  group  that  brought 
the  suit  that  led  to  the  ruling,  said  the  deci¬ 
sion  allows  doctors  to  prescribe  promising 
AIDS  drugs  without  interference  from  the 
hospital  and  the  government.  “Doctors 
have  been  prescribing  FDA  non-approved 
drugs  for  years,”  Weybourne  said.  “Why 
can’t  they  do  the  same  with  AIDS  drugs?” 

Marshall’s  ruling  marks  an  important 
victory  for  PWAs  and  AIDS  activists  who 
have  been  struggling  for  years  with  the 
medical  establishment  over  the  availability 
3  of  experimental  AIDS  drugs.  They  argue 
|  that  the  Food  and  Drug  Administration 
(FDA)  as  well  as  local  hospitals  have  been 
criminally  negligent  by  denying  life¬ 
prolonging  drugs  to  PWAs.  AZT  is  the  only 
officially-approved  AIDS  drug.  Over  100 
other  promising  drugs  have  yet  to  be  widely 
studied  or  approved. 

Mike  Meridian,  a  Dallas  board  member 
of  the  National  Coalition  of  PWAs  (NAP- 
WA),  told  GCN  that  the  decision  could  have 
national  ramifications  for  the  growing 
number  of  PWAs  being  denied  experimen¬ 
tal  drugs  and  treatment.  “[The  decision] 
recognizes  the  new  doctor-patient  relation¬ 
ship.  PWAs  deserve  a  chance  to  experiment 
with  drugs  as  they  see  fit,”  said  Meridian. 

The  DGA  filed  suit  May  19  against 
Parkland  Hospital  to  challenge  several  of 
the  hospital’s  policies.  The  suit  called  for  an 
end  to:  the  waiting  list  for  AZT;  the  isola¬ 
tion  of  PWAs  in  the  hospital’s  wards;  and 
HIV  testing  without  patient  consent.  The 
suit  also  called  for  adequate  staffing  for  the 
AIDS  clinic  and  access  to  aerosolized  pen- 
tamadine,  an  AIDS  drug  proven  to  be  effec¬ 
tive  against  pnuemocystis  cariini 
pneumonia,  the  leading  cause  of  death  for 
PWAs.  “We  can’t  figure  out  why  [hospital 
administrators]  have  refused  these  most 
basic  requests.  It’s  probably  a  combination 
of  fear  and  ignorance  about  treating  people 
with  AIDS,”  said  Waybourne.  Marshall 
ruled  in  favor  of  the  DGA  on  every  issue  and 

Local  lesbian 
Senate  seat 


By  Elizabeth  Pincus 

BOSTON  —  Longing  to  vote  for  a  lesbian 
in  the  upcoming  fall  elections?  Residents  of 
the  Suffolk/Middlesex  Counties  district  will 
have  that  chance  by  casting  a  ballot  for 
state  Senate  hopeful  Marguerite  “Mimi” 
Gerstell.  In  her  first-ever  bid  for  elected  of¬ 
fice,  Gerstell  is  running  anything  but  a  con¬ 
ventional  campaign.  Her  ads  in  the  gay  press 
read,  “I’ve  only  been  a  lesbian  for  eight 
years,  but  that’s  at  least  seven  years  more 
than  either  LoPresti  or  Travaglini,”  and 

“What  do  we  want?  L - Senators.  When 

do  we  want  ’em?  Now!” 

Gerstell’s  eye-catching  appeal  for  support 
is  backed  by  a  serious  commitment  to  pro¬ 
gressive  causes  and  civil  rights.  On  a  cam¬ 
paign  platform  that  stresses  “full  equality 
for  women,”  the  gutsy  Gerstell  has  thrown’ 
her  hat  into  the  ring  in  what  may  be  the 
juiciest  political  contest  in  town.  She  op¬ 
poses  incumbent  Michael  LoPresti  and 
challenger  Robert  Travaglini,  currently  a 
Boston  city  Councillor.  The  race  will  take 
place  in  a  largely  Democratic  district  which 
includes  all  of  Winthrop  and  East  Boston,  a 
large  part  of  Cambridge,  most  of  Allston 
and  a  bit  of  Beacon  Hill.  The  primary  elec¬ 
tion  on  September  15  will  probably  decide 
the  Senate  seat  since  whoever  nabs  the 
Democratic  slot  is  expected  to  soundly 
defeat  the  Republican  contender  from  Cam¬ 
bridge,  Mark  Pembroke,  in  the  November 


warned  the  hospital  against  denying  AIDS 
patients  access  to  medical  care  by  alleging 
there  are  not  enough  beds. 

A  hospital  spokesperson  claimed  the 
hospital  is  severely  underfunded  for  the 
AIDS  clinic  and  that  the  hospital  instructed 
doctors  not  to  prescribe  aerosolized  pen- 
tamadine  due  to  the  potential  for  liability 
suits.  Parkland  is  currently  treating  679 
PWAs,  55  percent  of  the  caseload  in  Dallas. 

If  the  hospital  fails  to  comply  with  his 
order  within  30  days,  Marshall  said  he 
would  appoint  an  administrator  to  take 
charge  of  the  AIDS  Clinic  at  the  hospital. 

Weybourne  pointed  out  the  irony  of  the 
hospital’s  complaints  about  oveburdened 
resources  in  the  face  of  its  policy  of  refusing 
to  prescribe  AP.  “Two  treatments  of  AP  a 
month  at  $65  a  shot  is  all  it  takes,”  he  said. 
“The  hospital  was  spending  $800  per  day  to 
treat  people  with  pneumonia  and  keeping 
them  there  for  two  months  just  because  they 
were  unwilling  to  prescribe  pentamadine.” 

Several  activists  expressed  surprise  at  the 
strength  of  the  language  in  Marshall’s  deci¬ 
sion.  Marshall,  who  told  the  Boston  Globe 
he  is  “one  of  the  most  conservative  judges  in 
town,”  declared  that  the  poor  must  have  the 
same  access  to  quality  health  care  as 
everyone  else. 

“As  far  as  I  know,  this  is  the  first  time 
during  the  crisis  a  judge  has  ordered  access 
to  medical  care,”  said  Weybourne.  “But  it 
goes  along  with  what  we  have  been  saying 
for  a  long  time.  The  public,  private  and  civic 
sector  must  join  together  to  take  care  of  the 
disease.  The  insurance  industry  has  bailed 
out  and  hospitals  have  attempted  to,  which 
only  leaves  the  gay  community.  Well,  that 
won’t  work.  We’re  not  a  bottomless  pit,” 
he  said. 

Stephen  Beck,  executive  director  of  the 
National  Association  of  PWAs,  said  the 
decision  puts  added  pressure  on  the  govern¬ 
ment  to  approve  and  fund  AIDS  drugs.  He 
praised  Marshall’s  recognition  of  the 
economic  burden  'many  PWAs  face. 
“PWAs  run  out  of  money  fast.  Most  are 
young  and  not  prepared  for  hospital  costs. 
Public  hospitals  treat  the  poor,  and  they 
treat  IV  drug  users  who  have  almost  no  ac¬ 
cess  to  medical  care,”  said  Beck. 

□  filed  from  Boston 


vies  for 


election. 

Besides  her  commitment  to  feminism  and 
Iesbian/gay  rights,  Gerstell  advocates  peace 
and  disarmament,  and  fair  housing  for  all 
people.  She  said  she  hopes  to  work  for 
diversifying  the  Massachusetts  industrial 
base  away  from  the  defense  industry.  Her 
campaign  literature  also  notes  her  support 
for  democratic  reform  of  state  Senate  rules 
and  for  privacy  rights  for  workers  and  pa¬ 
tients.  This  includes,  Gerstell  explains,  op¬ 
position  to  any  forced  testing  for  HIV,  the 
virus  widely  thought  to  cause  AIDS. 
Gerstell  also  says  she  “supports  civil  rights 
for  all  people.” 

“It  may  seem  like  a  broad  platform,” 
Gerstell  comments.  “What  it  comes  down 
to  is  that  I  support  any  kind  of  legislation 
concerning  pay  equity  for  women  and  affir¬ 
mative  action,  and  any  reform  that  en¬ 
courages  women  and  other  outsiders  to  get 
involved  in  the  [political  process].  And 
whereas  some  issues  may  not  seem  to  come 
up  on  the  state  level,  they  can  be  significant. 
For  example,  LoPresti  recently  voted  in 
favor  of  a  proposal  to  commend  Oliver 
North  for  bravery!  Compare  that  to 
Gerstell,  who  counseled  draft  resisters  in  the 
’60s....” 

Indeed,  Gerstell  has  been  consistently  in¬ 
volved  in  political  activism  since  her  student 
Continued  on  page  1 2 


Clerical  workers  vote  in 
union  at  Harvard 


Mimi  Gerstell  brings  wit  and  grassroots  activist  experience 
to  campaign  against  political  heavyweights  LoPresti  and 
Travaglini 
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Don’t  miss  the  next  GCN  benefit* 

The  AIDS  Film  Project 

A  group  of  award-winning  films  demonstrating  the  force 
and  spectrum  of  human  response  to  the  AIDS  crisis 

Sunday,  June  19,  1 :00pm  at  the  Brattle  Theater  (40 
Brattle  Street,  Harvard  Square) 

This  afternoon  of  innovative  films  is  sponsored  by 
Frameline  Production  Company.  Proceeds  will  go  to 
GCN,  The  Brattle  Theater  and  the  NAMES  Project. 
Films  include: 

•Chuck  Solomon:  Coming  of  Age 
•Living  with  AIDS 

•October  II,  1987:  The  inaugural  display  of 
the  NAMES  Project  Quilt 
•ADS  Epidemic 
•Til’  Death  Do  Us  Part 

We  hope  to  see  you  there! 


GCN  welcomes  all  letters  to  the  editor  ex¬ 
cept  personal  attacks.  Carbon  copies  of  let¬ 
ters  sent  elsewhere  are  printed  on  a  space- 
available  basis.  The  opinions  expressed  here 
are  those  of  the  author  and  are  not  intended 
to  represent  the  views  of  the  GCN  member¬ 
ship.  Letters  must  be  TYPED,  DOUBLE¬ 
SPACED  AND  NO  LONGER  THAN 
THREE  PAGES.  Send  to:  Community 
Voices,  GCN,  62  Berkeley  St,  Boston,  MA 
02116. 

■ 

NAPWA  willing  to  meet 
halfway 

Dear  GCN: 

I  am  writing  this  letter  as  the  acting  nor¬ 
theast  co-chair  of  the  National  Association 
of  People  With  AIDS  (NAPWA)  in 
response  to  an  article  concerning  minority 
issues  for  People  of  Color  involved  with 
NAPWA.  Specifically  I  address  comments 
made  by  Loren  Laureano,  who  either  was 
not  identified  or  did  not  self-identify  as  a  co¬ 
chair  from  the  group  of  People  of  Color  on 
the  Board  of  NAPWA. 

I  need  to  correct  some  information 
because  the  comments  Mr.  Laureano  made 
in  the  GCN  article  (Vol.  15,  No.  38)  gave 
wrong  impressions  regarding  NAPWA,  in 
terms  of  who  we  are,  what  we  are  trying  to 
do  and  how  we  have  gone  about  it. 

First  of  all,  Loren  Laureano  is  a  co-chair. 
He  is  part  of  the  management,  administra¬ 
tion  and  governing  board,  in  one  of  five 
powerful  positions  responsible  for  deciding 
goals  and  objectives.  He  has  been  there  for 
quite  a  while.  NAPWA  is  most  sensitive  to 
issues  of  People  of  Color,  gender  orienta¬ 
tion,  and  geographic  points  of  origin. 

Second,  his  comments  about  us  not  being 
sensitive  to  issues  of  People  of  Color  ignore 
the  fact  that  we  have  made  the  best  attempt, 
and  in  some  cases  the  only  attempt  at  such  a 
high  organizational  level,  to  respond.  A  lot 
of  money  has  not  been  given  because  NAP¬ 
WA  has  a  financial  problem  itself.  Getting 
funding  for  AIDS  is  difficult  enough.  Get¬ 
ting  funds  for  an  organization  of  People 
with  AIDS  is  difficult  enough.  Getting 
funds  for  an  organization  of  People  with 
AIDS  to  do  for  themselves  is  very  hard. 
NAPWA’s  budget  is  tiny  compared  to  all 
other  national  organizations.  Its  staff  is 
overworked.  I  think  his  is  an  unfair 
criticism.  A  $1000  grant  was  awarded  to  a 
group  in  Houston  under  Mr.  Laureano’s 
direction  as  a  seed  grant  to  help  his 
organization  serve  the  Latin  and  Hispanic 
communities  in  his  area.  His  program  would 
help  them  rent  space,  get  phones,  establish  a 
newsletter.  We  have  not  yet  seen  any  of 
these.  What  little  funds  were  available  have 
been  awarded  specifically  for  people  of  a 
community  of  color. 

At  the  last  board  meeting  of  NAPWA  in 
Baltimore,  a  second  specific  minority  group 
was  formed.  Prior  to  this  there  was  a  unit 
group,  which  is  NAPWA’s  basic  division, 
that  was  for  People  of  Color.  As  our 
minutes  do  show,  Mr.  Laureano  is  the  one 
who  suggested  the  new  group.  In  the  article, 
he  neglected  to  let  the  public  know  this.  If  he 
is  dissatisfied  with  it,  maybe  he  is 
dissatisfied  with  himself  since  he  chairs  that 
group. 

The  next  issue  is:  What  are  the  needs  and 
wants  of  People  of  Color?  Quite  frankly, 
the  main  purpose  of  NAPWA  is  to  deal  with 
AIDS  not  color.  We  are  in  fact  People  with 


AIDS  and  ARC  and  HIV  positive.  It  is  that 
health  status  that  bonds  us.  In  addition, 
there  are  other  issues  that  bond  certain 
groups  of  us  within  NAPWA.  Some  of  us 
are  white  gay  men,  People  of  Color, 
women,  Native  Americans.  Appropriately, 
we  deal  with  overlapping  issues.  Our 
primary  issues  are  health-related.  There  is 
another  national  group  dealing  specifically 
with  issues  of  People  of  Color. 

I  think  it  is  unfair  to  level  these  criticisms 
against  an  organization  that  is  just  beginn¬ 
ing.  It  is  attempting  to  advocate  on  issues 
important  to  People  with  AIDS/ARC/HIV 
positive  and  also  giving  support  to  local 
PWA  groups  to  provide  services. 

Mr.  Laureano  has  been  eloquent  at  many 
conferences  during  the  past  year  and  has  ar¬ 
ticulated  the  issues.  We  all  know  the  horror 
stories.  What  we  need  are  solutions.  Mr. 
Laureano  seems  to  be  willing  to  go  up  to  the 
line  of  demarcation  and  scream  about  what 
the  problems  are.  He  has  not  offered  any 
concrete  solutions.  He  has  not  put  anything 
in  writing,  run  a  committee  meeting,  held 
support  groups  or  anything  for  his  com¬ 
munity  locally  or  nationally.  I  think  it  is  an 
unfortunate  situation.  I  share  his  anger  as  a 
person  with  AIDS.  I  share  it  not  just 
because  I  am  sick.  I  have  been  involved  in 
AIDS  work  for  five  years  in  New  York.  I  am 
setting  up  satellite  projects  in  minority  com¬ 
munities.  We  are  working  with  other  com¬ 
munities  and  trying  different  approaches. 

Although  Mr.  Laureano  heads  two 
groups  within  NAPWA  that  can  deal  with 
issues  of  services  to  PWAs  and  internalized 
racism,  he  has  not  come  forward  with  sug¬ 
gestions  about  ways  to  educate,  inform  and 
provide  those  services.  The  ball  is  in  his 
court.  We  have  made  the  effort.  We  are 
more  than  willing  to  meet  halfway. 

Sincerely, 

_  Michael  Hirsch 

New  York,  NY 

Officer  feels  GCN  is  “not 
educational” 

Dear  GCN: 

I  work  in  the  library  here  and  there  has 
been  several  inmates  who  has  wanted  to  read 
your  newspaper.  I  have  tried  to  convince  the 
trust  officer  here  that  paying  for  a  monthly 
issue  of  your  paper  would  be  a  good  thing  to 
do,  but  he  feels  that  a  gay  newspaper  would 
not  be  educational. 

I  myself  and  other  gay  inmates  here  would 
greatly  appreciate  it  if  we  could  get  a 
monthly  issue  to  add  to  our  library  so  that 
the  inmates  here  can  read  it. 

Yours  truly, 

_  Ronnie  Ellard 

Tehachapi,  CA 

Being  raised  Catholic  isn’t 
100%  awful 

Dear  GCN: 

After  being  away  from  America  for  a  year 
and  a  half,  it  strikes  me  just  how  faddish  we 
are.  Something  in  our  community  is  hot  and 
happening,  while  something  else  can  be 
counted  on  for  our  derision.  Judging  from 
the  comments  by  Christopher  Wittke  and 
Janice  Irvine  in  separate  articles  (GCN, 
April  24-May  7),  it  seems  Catholics  are 
definitely  out. 

Christopher  describes  himself  as  a 
“recovering  Catholic,”  while  Janice  ap¬ 
parently  would  not  have  given  a  lecture  on 
AIDS  to  high  school  girls  had  she  known 
they  attended  a  Catholic  school  (something 
she  did  herself).  With  the  straight  world 
finding  endless  reasons  to  despise  and  op¬ 
press  us,  we  don’t  need  to  find  more. 
Presumably,  being  raised  Catholic  isn’t  one 
hundred  percent  awful;  it  wasn’t  for  me. 
And  in  any  event,  if  it  is  part  of  your  history 
and  identity,  hating  that  can  lead  only  to 
self-hate. 

For  every  “Catholic  story”  I  have,  my 
girlfriend  has  a  “Jewish  story.”  That’s  the 
way  it  goes  when  you  grow  up  with  in¬ 
dustrial  strength  religious  or  ethnic 
backgrounds,  particualrly  as  religious 
minorities.  But  neither  of  us  is  ashamed  nor 
“recovering.”  You  don’t  need  to  complete¬ 
ly  reject  or  deny  your  heritage.  You  can  feel 
some  pride  about  it;  it  makes  you  whole. 

Emily  Sample 
Arlington,  MA 


PAGE  4  □  MAY  29-JUNE  4,  1988  □  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 


Gay  Community  News  is  produced  by  a  collective  dedicated  to  providing  coverage  of  events  and  news  in  the  interest  of 
gay  and  lesbian  liberation.  The  collective  consists  of  a  paid  staff  of  eleven,  a  general  membership  of  volunteers,  and  a  board 
of  directors  elected  by  the  membership. 

Opinions  reflected  in  "editorials"  represent  the  views  of  the  paid  staff  collective.  Signed  letters  and  columns  represent  the 
views  and  opinions  of  the  authors  only.  We  encourage  all  readers  to  send  us  comments,  criticism,  and  information,  and  to 
volunteer  and  become  members. 

The  GCN  Collective  in  alphabetical  order  by  primary  title/function  (‘indicates  member  of  paid  staff  collective): 


ADVERTISING 

Display:  Wickie  Stamps* 

Classified:  Dan  Page’ 

ADVISORY  COMMITTEE  ON  AIDS 

Michael  Bronksi,  Ann  Collins,  Nancy  De  Luca,  Shelley 

Mains,  Jennie  McKnight,  Dan  Mishkind,  Marea  Murray, 

Elizabeth  Pincus,  Stephanie  Poggi,  Marc  Stein 

ANTI-RACISM  COMMITTEE 

Susan  Bernstein,  Stephanie  Poggi,  Art  Cohen,  Gordon 

Gottlieb 

ART/PRODUCTION  DEPARTMENT 

Art  Director:  Liz  Galst* 

Illustrators/Layout:  Jim  Fauntleroy,  David  Mynott, 
Elizabeth  Reiner,  Kara  Wilson,  Susan  Yousem 
Proofreaders:  Jan  Fielding,  Gordon  Gottlieb,  Todd 
Hollister,  Rob  Krikorian,  John  O'Brien,  Read  Weaver 
Redesign  format:  Dan  Mishkind,  Niall  Sweeney 
BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 
Lina  Beckford,  Gerardo  Maria  Cabrera,  Steve  Dyer,  Jim 
Fauntleroy,  Gregory  Gazaway,  Regina  Gillis,  Marea 
Murray,  Anne  Phibbs,  Laurie  Sherman,  Marc  Stein 
CIRCULATION  DEPARTMENT 
Coordinator:  Chris  Bull* 

Data  Entry:  John  Jones,  Jose  Padilla,  Whitt  Pond,  Paul 
Schierenbeck 

Staff:  Paul  Amato,  Janna  Bremer,  Richard  Chumley, 
Bamaby  Fisher,  Paul  Graves,  David  Hunt,  Larry  Hitt, 
Ronn  Jackson,  Stephen  Magnus,  Matt  Mahoney,  Carl 
Mann,  William  Newton,  Mark  O'Malley,  Warren 
Patterson,  Gilbert  Roy,  Jr.,  Mary  Russel,  Bill  Sweet, 
David  Waite 

COMPUTER  COMMITTEE 

Ann  Collins,  Mark  Curby,  Steve  Dyer,  Art  Cohen,  Troy 
Richardson,  Paul  Schierenbeck 
COORDINATING  EDITOR 
Laurie  Sherman’ 

DISTRIBUTION 

Boston  area:  Gloria's  Trucking 

Bulk  Distribution:  Ray  Hopkins 

New  York  Distribution:  Ubiquity  Distribution,  1050  East 

4th  Street,  Brooklyn,  NY  11230,  (718)  789-3137. 

FEATURES  DEPARTMENT 

Editrix:  Stephanie  Poggi* 

Assistant:  Michael  Bronski 
Calendar  Coordinator  Todd  Hollister 
Staff:  Gerardo  Maria  Cabrera,  Siong-huat  Chua,  Ed 
Cohen,  Susie  Day,  Carrie  Dearborn,  Paul  Dixon,  Liz 
Galst,  Amy  Gluckman,  Larry  Goldsmith,  Jewelle  Gomez, 
Diane  Hamer,  Craig  Harris,  Loie  Hayes,  Don  Hill, 
Monica  Hileman,  Ellen  Herman,  Margaret  Hunt,  Janice 
Irvine,  Miranda  Kolbe,  Bill  Kreidler,  John  Kyper,  Robin 
Lippincott,  Shelley  Mains,  E.  G.  Martin,  Mara  Math, 


Duncan  Mitchel,  Pam  Mitchell.  Marea  Mumy,  Cindy 
Patton,  William  A.  Percy,  Veneita  Porter,  Patricia  A. 
Roth,  Charley  Shively,  Donald  Stone,  Maida  Tilchen,  Tim 
Walton 

INDEXER 

Charles  Ash 

NEWS  DEPARTMENT 

Editrix:  Jennie  McKnight’ 

Local  Reporter:  Elizabeth  Pincus* 

Staff  Writer:  Chris  Bull* 

Staff:  Michael  Botkin,  Scott  Brookie,  Betsy  Brown, 

Joanne  Brown,  An  Cohen,  Nancy  DeLuca,  Jim 
Fauntleroy,  Chris  Guilfoy,  Craig  Harris,  Marty  Heggestad, 
John  Hubert,  Stephen  Hunt,  Janice  Irvine,  Jud  Kempson, 
Lori  Kenschaft,  John  Kyper,  Kendall  Lovett,  Tatiana 
Schreiber,  Glenn  Sitzmann,  Mandy  Smith,  Mart  Stein, 
Denise  Sudell,  Nancy  Wechsler,  Diana  Woodall,  John 
Zeh 

OFFICE  MANAGER/PRISONER  PROJECT 

Mike  Riegle* 

Prisoner  Project  Staff:  Debra  Davenport,  Tiyo  Attallah 
Salah-EI,  Richard  Tremblay 

PHOTOGRAPHERS 

Susan  Bernstein,  Darlene,  Susan  Fleischmann,  Marilyn 
Humphries,  Patsy  Lynch.  Debbie  Rich,  RINK,  Ellen  Shub, 
Lee  Snider,  Brian  Quinby,  Laura  Wulf 
PROMOTIONS  DEPARTMENT 
Coordinator:  Dan  Page* 

Interim  Microfilm  Promoter:  Donald  Stone 
TYPOGRAPHY  DEPARTMENT 
GCN  Typesetter/Features  writer:  Christopher  Wittke* 
Outside  Typesetting  Coordinator:  Sylvia  Brownrigg 
Staff:  Ann  Fry,  Michael  Grossman,  Amy  Groves,  Amy 
Lustig,  Chris  Madsen,  Nancy  Wechsler 

©1988,  Bromfteld  Street  Educational  Foundation,  Inc.,  all  rights  re¬ 
served.  Reprint  by  permission  only. 

Gay  Community  News  is  published  weekly  (except  the  last 
week  of  April.  August  and  December),  by  the  8romfield  Street 
Educational  Foundation,  Inc.,  a  non-profit  corporation.  Our  office 
is  located  at  62  Berkeley  Street,  Boston.  MA  02116.  (617)  426-4469. 
TTY/TDD  4264)332. 

Second-class  postage  paid  at  Boston.  Mass.  Annual  subscription 
rate  is  $33.  Institutional  rate:  $40.  ISSN:  (0147-0728).  Member  New 
England  Press  Association,  Reporters  Committee  for  Freedom  of 
the  Press.  COSMEP  member. 

GCN  is  included  in  the  Alternative  Press  Index,  published 
quarterly  by  the  Alternative  Press  Center,  Inc.,  Box  33109. 
Baltimore.  MD  21218. 

Volumes  1-14  of  GCN  are  available  on  microfilm  for  $33/volume. 
Write  GCN/Microfilm  for  more  information. 

Postmaster:  Send  address  changes  to:  Gay  Community  News, 
62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA  02116. 


CELEBRATE 
•UR  15th  AND 
SAVE  17  BUCKS 


Name _ Address _ 

City _ State _ Zip  _ 

New  Subscription  □  Renewal  □  I  year  $33  $ 

25  weeks  $20  $ 

25  weeks/low  income  $12  $ 

I  would  like  to  contribute  towards  a  free 
subscription  for  a  lesbian  or  gay  prisoner  $ 
Enclosed  is  my  check  or  money  order  for  $ 


These  rates  are  for  subscriptions  within  the  USA.  Institutional  rate:  $40  per  year.  Add  50%  for  foreign, 
including  Canada.  Amounts  received  m  excess  will  be  considered  donations,  which  are  greatly  appreciated. 

Mail  to:  GCN  Subscriptions.  62  Berkeley  Street.  Boston.  MA  02116 

GCN  is  published  by  a  non-profit,  educational  foundation 


SPEAKING  OUT 


The  hour  of  the  rooster,  the  hour  of  the  owl 


By  Catherine  Lohr 

The  following  prose  poem  was  delivered 
at  the  Am  Tikva  (the  local  les/gay  Jewish 
organization )  Yom  HaShoah  services  in 
Boston  April  14,  1988  at  the  Mass.  Institute 
of  Technology.  Yom  HaShoah  is  an  annual 
commemoration  of  the  Warsaw  Ghetto 
Uprising,  one  of  many  acts  of  Jewish 
resistance  during  the  Holocaust.  Yom 
HaShoah  is  also  considered  a  day  of  mourn¬ 
ing  for  the  six  million  Jews  who  were 
murdered  during  World  War  II,  and  for  the 
survivors. 

On  Yom  HaShoah  I  expected  to  be  safe  at 
the  podium  of  this  great  university,  this 
liberal  institution  at  which  many  liberal 
events  take  place.  But  on  Yom  HaShoah, 
even  while  I  stand  before  you,  I  am  not  here. 
Maybe  I  was  assimilated,  maybe  I  was 
underground,  maybe  I  was  outspoken.  It 
didn’t  matter.  I  was  a  Jew. 

I  was  murdered  in  1933  because  I  was  con¬ 
sidered  mentally  defective.  Maybe  I  was 
retarded  or  maybe  1  was  mentally  ill.  Maybe 
I  was  psychiatrized  against  my  will.  It  didn’t 

I  mourn  with  all  Jews,  in  any 
station  of  life  and  in  any 
world  setting,  for  the  loss  of 
the  six  million  Jews. . . 


matter  —  I  was  useless  to  the  state.  Maybe  I 
was  also  a  Jew. 

I  was  murdered  in  1934  because  I  was  con¬ 
sidered  handicapped.  I  was  in  a  wheelchair 
and  although  I  was  mentally  fine,  it  didn’t 
matter  —  I  was  useless  to  the  state.  Maybe  I 
was  also  a  Jew. 

I  was  murdered  in  1935.  I  was  an  activist 
who  bore  witness  to  atrocities  against  the 
Jews.  I  spoke  against  the  government  or  had 
anti-nazi  newspapers  printed.  It  didn’t  mat¬ 


ter.  Maybe  I  also  was  a  Jew. 

I  was  murdered  in  1936.  I  was  frightened 
and  hungry  and  tried  to  leave  for  a  safer 
place.  It  didn’t  matter.  Maybe  I  was  also 
Jewish. 

I  was  murdered  in  1937. 1  though  I  would 
be  safe  if  I  pretended  to  like  the  nazis.  I 
agreed  publicly  with  all  their  Jew-hating 
policies  but  privately  spoke  with  outrage 
against  the  atrocities  suffered  upon  the 
Jews.  It  didn’t  matter.  Maybe  I  was  also  a 
Jew. 

I  was  murdered  in  1938.  While  my  family 
waited  outside,  I  bought  cigarettes  in  a 
Jewish  store.  It  didn’t  matter.  Maybe  I  was  a 
Jew. 

I  was  murdered  in  1939.  I  was  a  diabetic, 
but  I  was  forbidden  to  buy  medicine.  It 
didn’t  matter.  Maybe  I  was  Jew. 

I  was  murdered  in  1940.  I  was  a  com¬ 
munist.  I  was  a  Gypsy.  I  was  considered 
misshapen,  or  deformed.  I  was  too  fat  to 
work  the  way  the  nazis  wanted.  I  talked  with 
an  accent.  I  said  maybe  the  Jews  didn’t 
deserve  what  was  happening  to  them.  I  was 
gay.  I  didn’t  have  a  passport.  I  was  circum¬ 
cised.  I  was  a  transient.  I  was  penniless.  It 
didn’t  matter.  Maybe  I  was  a  Jew,  anyway. 

I  was  murdered  in  1942. 1  hid  in  the  cellar 
of  my  good  friend  who  had  been  given  all 
my  jewelry  to  pay  for  the  trouble  I  caused.  It 
didn’t  matter.  I  was  a  Jew. 

I  was  murdered  in  1943.  With  my  mate, 
my  elderly  grandparents  and  young  siblings, 
I  was  caught  trying  to  escape  the  country. 
Forbidden  to  travel,  I  believed  my  blue  eyes 
and  blond  looks  would  save  me  from  torture 
and  violent  death.  It  didn’t  matter.  I  was  a 
Jew. 

I  was  murdered  in  1944.  Along  with 
women  and  men  of  every  physical  age  and 
description.  Of  every  ethical,  moral, 
religious  and  cultural  investiture.  Of  every 
financial  status  —  rich  as  well  as  poor.  Of 
every  lifestyle  —  lesbian,  gay,  celibate,  pros¬ 
titute.  Of  every  level  of  religious  obser¬ 
vance.  Those  who  were  good  Germans, 


those  who  never  lit  the  sabbath  lights,  those 
for  whom  the  yarmulke  was  critical,  those 
who  had  not  known  bat  or  bar  mitzva. 
Those  who  were  outspoken,  those  who  were 
silent.  Those  who  were  strong,  born  destin¬ 
ed  for  longevity,  those  who  were  frail. 
Those  who  wore  their  six-pointed  star,  those 
who  refused.  Those  who  smashed  windows, 
those  who  passed  among  the  nazis  for  a 
time.  Smart  ones,  educated  ones,  university 


Today  I  mourn  for  the 
members  of  the  lesbian  and 
gay  community  who  think 
that  they,  Jewish  or  not,  are 
safe,  and  keep  silent  in  the 
false  hope  of  preserving  their 
safety. 

graduated  ones,  land-owning  and  rabbinical 
ones.  Rebellious  ones,  rousing,  scheming, 
threatening,  no  longer  mild  ones,  plotting 
and  planning  and  willing  to  kill  ones.  It 
didn’t  matter.  I  was  a  Jew.  We  all  were 
Jews. 

I  was  murdered  in  1945.  Along  with  one 
of  my  siblings,  along  with  three  from  the 
village  close  to  ours,  along  with  girls  whose 
bodies  were  assaulted  by  the  nazi  guards, 
along  with  those  who  stole  an  extra  bread 
crust  to  pass  to  a  dying  friend’s  hand,  along 
with  those  whose  last  rebellion  was  to  refuse 
to  go  quietly,  along  with  those  who  raised 
their  eyes  equal  to  their  captors,  along  with 
those  who  gave  aid  to  a  fallen  friend.  A  Jew 
helped  a  Jew  and  was  murdered. 

In  1945  I  was  murdered  early  in  the  year, 
on  New  Year’s  eve,  on  New  Year’s  day,  on 
the  Sabbath,  on  Sunday,  in  the  hour  of  the 
rooster,  in  the  hour  of  the  owl.  I  was  mur¬ 
dered  as  the  snow  fell  and  again  as  the  first 
bud  on  the  few  wild  flowers  promised  hope. 

I  was  murdered  while  I  slept,  while  I  worked 
into  the  11th  hour  of  my  day.  I  was 
murdered  by  the  calculated  scheme  of  star¬ 
vation,  by  the  master  plan  of  annihilation, 
by  the  merest  misstep,  by  the  crudest  of 
fates,  by  the  unalterable  destiny  of  the  past, 
by  the  whim  of  chance,  by  luck  gone  awry. 
By  the  good  church  standing  silently  by,  by 
the  refusal  of  others  to  believe,  to  com¬ 
prehend,  by  the  silence,  by  the  silence,  by 
the  long  and  murderous  silence.  By  those 
abroad  who  knew,  by  those  who  were  glad, 
by  those  who  wanted  proof,  who  wanted 
pictures,  who  didn’t  care,  who  remained 
silent,  who  had  other  things  to  do,  who  had 
important  jobs,  who  thought  they  were  safe, 
who  thought  ...  thought  it  didn’t  matter. 
We  were  Jews. 

I  was  murdered  in  1945.  During  my  libera¬ 
tion  from  the  death  camps,  I  was  sent 
marching  to  nowhere.  I  weighed  under  75 
pounds.  I  had  rags  wrapped  around  my  feet 
for  cover.  I  wore  the  striped  cloth  of  the 
prisoner  —  of  the  Jewish  prisoner,  of  the 
prisoner  promised  to  death.  I  had  tuberculo¬ 
sis,  I  had  the  many  diseases  of  starvation,  I 
had  lost  my  sibling,  my  neighbors  from  the 
nearby  village.  I  had  no  eyeglasses,  no  hear¬ 
ing  aid,  no  walking  stick  for  the  pain  of  my 
hip.  I  was  bereft  of  worldly  goods,  of 
jewelry,  of  property,  of  convenience,  of 
health,  promise,  pride,  pleasure.  Maybe  I 
had  will.  Maybe  I  had  faith.  Maybe  I  had  my 
covenant  with  god.  Maybe  today  I  had 
hoped  for  the  quixotic  maybe  of  a  tomor¬ 
row. 

I  have  been  murdered  many  times  since 
1945.  By  the  catholic  church  that  aided  nazis 
to  relocate.  By  the  american  government 
who  brought  nazis  here  to  recommence  life, 
yet  offered  fewer  than  1000  refugees  sanc¬ 
tuary.  By  the  austrian  nation  who  elected, 
then  consciously  reconfirmed  a  nazi  crimi¬ 
nal  as  their  leader.  By  governments  and  indi¬ 
viduals  who  were  silent.  By  governments 
and  individuals  who  continue  a  tradition  of 
intolerance  for  those  different  than  them¬ 
selves.  Upon  them  I  bestow  the  mantle  of 
shame,  which  is  bequeathed  in  mourning 
and  in  rage. 

Today  I  mourn  four  times. 

Today,  I  mourn  for  those,  Jewish  or  not, 
who  were  also  murdered  and  whose  names 
are  not  remembered  by  anyone  here.  I  pray 
that  somewhere  a  candle  is  lit  in  their 
memory. 


Today  I  mourn  for  members  of  the  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  community  who  think  that 
they,  Jewish  or  not,  are  safe,  and  keep  silent 
in  the  false  hope  of  preserving  that  safety.  I 
pray  that  there  will  be  someone  who  will 
light  a  candle  for  the  lesbians  and  gay  men 
who  are  silent. 

Today  I  mourn  for  RU  20563,  a  genuine 
nazi-given  number,  preceeded  by  a  genuine 
nazi  pink  triangle.  A  real  person  who  was 
murdered  for  a  commonplace  life  choice 
among  members  of  today’s  audience.  Today 
I  might  look  out  in  this  audience  and  see 
Jewish  lesbians  and  gays  wearing  this  sym¬ 
bol.  But  many  women  and  men  in  the  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  community  wear  the  pink  tri¬ 
angle  with  no  comprehension  of  its  origin. 
In  the  understanding  that  women  always 
have  a  level  of  invisibility,  I  believe  that  this 
number  belonged  to  a  man.  It  might  have 
belonged  to  a  wealthy  man.  It  might  have 
belonged  to  a  wealthy  man,  one  who  had 
position  and  power  and  maybe  authority 
while  the  state  allowed  him  to.  Today,  in  the 
Auschwitz  Exhibit,  his  number  is  traveling 
in  a  display  of  patches  worn  by  non-Jews 
whom  the  nazis  say  committed  crimes 
against  the  state.  I  pray  this  is  the  last  time 
the  death  of  a  lesbian  or  gay  person  is 
remembered  by  a  dehumanized  number. 

Today  as  I  look  out  among  the  mourners 
here,  I  do  not  see  my  parents.  But  I  join 
them  in  the  bottomless  sorrow  of  their  loss.  I 
cherish  even  in  mourning,  the  names  of  my 
paternal  grandparents,  Joseph  and  Ida,  and 
my  maternal  grandparents,  Alice  and 
Jacob.  All  murdered  sometime  between 
1933  and  1945.  For  my  mother’s  family,  I 
carry  one  sister’s  —  my  unknown  aunt’s  — 
name.  Shy  and  comfortable  between  my 
first  and  last  names,  Odette  survives  where 
the  only  record  I  can  have  of  her  is  kept  safe. 
For  my  father’s  family  I  carry  the  Lohr 
name,  never  given  in  marriage,  never 
altered.  For  both  families  I  carry  the  physi¬ 
que  of  heredity.  How  many  diabetics  would 
there  have  been?  How  many  would  have  had 
breast  cancer?  How  many  would  have  lived 

I  have  been  murdered  many 
times  since  1945.  By  the 
catholic  church  that  aided 
nazis  to  relocate  ...By  the 
austrian  nation  who  elected, 
then  consciously  reconfirmed 
a  nazi  criminal  as  their 
leader. 


to  see  80?  90?  How  many  cousins  would  I 
have  had?  How  many  tall,  short,  bald,  bux¬ 
om,  swarthy,  smart,  loud,  quiet,  near¬ 
sighted,  proud,  fat  ...  how  many  cousins 
would  I  have  had?  How  many  lesbians,  doc¬ 
tors,  scholars,  teachers,  mothers,  authors, 
artists,  tailors,  gays  ...  how  many  cousins 
would  I  have  had? 

I  remember  in  some  depthless  grief,  those 
whose  names  I  have  never  heard,  and  pro¬ 
bably  will  never  know.  I  mourn  with  all 
Jews,  in  any  station  of  life  and  in  any  world 
setting,  for  the  loss  of  the  6  million  Jews, 
who  remain  nameless  at  ceremonies  like  to¬ 
day’s.  Today  I  mourn  for  the  millions  more 
who  lived,  but  did  not  survive.  Today  I 
mourn  for  the  lives  of  Jews  and  Jews  and 
Jews  ...  and  Jews. 

Catherine  Lohr  is  a  founding  member  of 
the  Jewish  Lesbian  Daughters  of  Holocaust 
Survivors  (JLDHS)  and  is  now  accepting 
submissions  for  an  anthology  of  writings  by 
JLDHS.  To  submit  writings  or  to  contact 
JLDHS,  write  to  P.O.  Box  6194,  Boston, 
MA  02114. 


“Speaking  Out”  is  part  of  our  continuing  ef¬ 
fort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion  for 
the  community.  We  encourage  you  to  send 
your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us,  and 
to  respond  to  ideas  expressed  in  this  space. 
The  opinions  expressed  are  those  of  the 
author  and  are  not  intended  to  represent  the 
views  of  the  GCN  membership.  Submissions 
must  be  TYPED,  DOUBLE-SPACED,  AND 
NO  LONGER  THAN  FIVE  PAGES.  Send  to: 
Speaking  Out,  GCN,  62  Berkeley  St., 
Boston,  MA  02116. 


Safer  Sex 

and  Drug  Use 
Guidelines 

Assessing  individual  risk  for  AIDS  and 

other  illnesses  is  the  first  step  towards  using 
safer  sex  and  drug  use  guidelines.  Only  you 
and  your  partner(s)  can  decide  how  much  risk 
is  acceptable  —  take  stock  of  your  sexual  and 
drug  use  histories. 

Be  aware  that  the  highest  concentrations  of 
HIV  (the  virus  widely  thought  to  cause  AIDS) 
are  found  in  blood  and  semen.  The  most 
common  routes  of  HIV  transmission  are 
through  sharing  needles  and  unprotected  anal 
or  vaginal  intercourse. 

GCN's  guidelines  come  from  a  wide  variety 
of  sources  aimed  at  various  communities 
concerned  about  the  AIDS  epidemic  and 
health  in  general.  We  want  to  confront  the 
prevailing  “no  sex  is  best”  attitude  and 
present  an  approach  that  is  as  sex-positive  as 
possible. 

Information  for  gay  male,  lesbian  and 
bisexual  communities 
Safer  sex  can  include:  massage,  hugging, 
kissing,  erotic  talk,  phone  sex,  masturbation 
(solo,  pairs  and  groups),  using  your  own 
vibrators,  dildos  or  other  sex  toys  and  s/m, 
butch/fem  role-playing,  fantasy  scenes, 
bondage  and  other  activities  that  do  not 
involve  the  exchange  of  semen  or  blood 
(including  menstrual  blood). 

Do  not  allow  a  partner’s  semen  or  blood 
(including  menstrual  blood  and  blood  drawn 
from  piercing,  cutting  or  shaving)  to  enter 
your  vagina,  anus,  mouth  or  breaks  in  your 
skin. 

Use  condoms  for  fucking  (anal  and  vaginal 
intercourse),  for  licking/sucking  penises  and 
for  covering  dildos  and  other  sex  toys.  Use 
water-based  lubricants.  Use  latex  barriers 
(dental  dams  or  other  plastic/latex  materials) 
between  the  genital  area  and  mouth  when 
licking/sucking  cunts  and  assholes.  Be 
especially  careful  to  avoid  the  exchange  of 
menstrual  blood.  Using  nonoxynol-9  or  other 
spermicides  with  condoms  and  latex  barriers 
may  add  extra  protection. 

For  finger-fucking  or  fisting  (anal  or  vaginal 


penetration  with  fingers  or  hands),  use  latex 
gloves  or  finger  cots.  Use  water-based 
lubricants. 

Alternative  insemination  may  put  you  at 
risk.  Be  sure  to  discuss  risk  for  AIDS  with 
potential  donors  or  sperm  bank. 

Be  aware  that  some  risk  of  exposure  to 
immune-suppressing  infections  (such  as  mono 
and  amoebiasis)  may  be  associated  with 
rimming  (anal-oral  contact)  —  use  a  latex 
barrier.  Risk  may  also  be  associated  with 
watersports  (urine)  or  feces  in  the  mouth, 
rectum  or  in  open  cuts.  If  you  share  dildos, 
vibrators  or  other  sex  toys,  use  condoms  or 
clean  toys  with  hydrogen  peroxide. 

Your  body’s  ability  to  fight  all  disease, 
including  AIDS  and  its  related  illnesses  (such 
as  Kaposi’s  Sarcoma  and  pneumocystis  carinii 
pneumonia),  may  be  benefitted  by  general 
good  health  —  good  nutrition,  lots  of  rest, 
exercise  and  nonabuse  of  alcohol,  poppers 
and  other  drugs. 

If  you  use  IV  drugs,  follow  the  guidelines 
below. 

Intravenous  drug  use 

Do  not  share  works  (needles,  syringes, 
droppers,  spoons,  cottons  or  cookers). 

Do  not  re-use  needles;  use  fresh  cottons  each 
time. 

If  you  must  share  or  re-use  your  works, 
clean  them  as  follows:  dip  needle  and  works 
into  100  percent  bleach,  draw  up  and  release 
three  times,  dip  needle  and  works  into  water, 
draw  up  and  release  three  times  (in  an 
emergency,  rubbing  alcohol,  vodka  or  wine 
can  also  be  used).  As  an  alternative,  boil 
works  in  water  for  at  least  fifteen  minutes. 
Use  a  fresh  solution  each  time  you  clean  your 
works. 

Resource  phone  numbers 

National  AIDS  Hotline:  I  (800)  342-7514 
AIDS  Action  Committee  (AAC),  Boston:  (617)  437-7733 
AIDS  Action  Committee  (AAC)  IV  Drug  Use  Taskforce, 
Boston:  (617)  437-4200 

Gay  Men  s  Health  Crisis  (GMHC).  New  York:  (212) 
807-6655 

National  Minority  AIDS  Council  (NMAC),  Washington, 

D  C.:  (202)  544-1076 

Women  s  AIDS  Network,  San  Francisco:  (415)  864-4376 
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"I've  only  been  a  lesbian  for  8 
years,  but  that's  at  least  7  years 
more  than  either  LoPresti  or 
Travaglini" 

GERSTELL  for  State 

_ Senate _ 

VOTE  THURSDAY  SEPTEMBER  15 

Committee  to  elect  Marguerite  Gerstell 
27  Surrey  Street,  Cambridge,  MA  02138 
51  Sunnyside  Ave.,  Winthrop,  MA  02152 


AUTOMOBILE 

INSURANCE 

★Rates  quoted  over  the  phone. 
★Flexible  payment  plans. 

★One  day  plate  service. 

★No  service  fees  —  ever! 


KUNEVICH  &  LAU 

INSURANCE  AGENCY 

CALL  THE  AGENCY  YOU  KNOW  AND  TRUST 

offices  located  at 
168  Brighton  Avenue,  Allston  MA 

782-0400 

4521  Washington  St.,  Roslindale,  MA 

323-0800 

241  Washington  St.,  Brookline,  MA 

731-1015 


. 

THE 


B  0 

>  S  T 

O  N 

G  A 

Y  ME 

N  '  S 

C  H 

O  R 

U  S 

ROBERT  BARNEY,  MUSIC  DIRECTOR 

AND THE 

NEW 

YORK 

CITY 

GAY 

MEN'S  CHORUS 

GARY  MILLER,  MUSIC  DIRECTOR 

SHARE  THE 

PRIDE 

SATURDAY,  JUNE  4, 1988  •  8:00  PM  •  AT  THE  ORPHEUM 

TICKETS  $24,  $18,  $12,  &  $9  •  CALL  787-8000 

OR  AT  THE  ORPHEUM  BOX  OFFICE,  GLAD  DAY  BOOKSHOP,  OUT  OF  TOWN,  FRITZ  AND  BOSTIX 

SIGN  LANGUAGE  INTERPRETED 


AFTER  CONCERT  RECiPTIQK:  WESTIN  HOTEL,  COPLEY  PLACE 

TO  ORDER  TICKETS:  MAKE  CHECK  OR  MONEY  PAYABLE  AND  SEND  TO: 

BOSTON  GAY  MEN'S  CHORUS,  P.O.  BOX  1348,  BACK  BAY  ANNEX,  BOSTON,  MA  02117 


Name 

Address 

City 

State 

Zip 

No.  of  tickets  ordered 

at  S 

Total  enclosed  S 

FOR  GROUP  TICKET  SALES  OR  MORE  INFORMATION  CALL 482-2527 


Mark 

Morris 

Dance 
Group 


UMBRELLA 

Jeremy  Alliger 
presents 


leased  opera,  Nixon  in 


"  The  Washington  Post 


-Gifted  .  •  Brilliant  .  -  •  choreographic  gernu^ _ _ 

.  c  i_  *  ,  "  The  New  York  Times 

"One  of  the  most  gifted  choreographers  of  his  er  •  •  M 


The  Boston  Opera  House 
539  Washington  Street 
Boston 

Tickets  S18. 50,  S16.50,  $14.50 
(Sip,  $14.  $12  for 
Dance  Umbrella  members. 
Members  please  cal!  Dance 
Umbrella  directly  4^2-7578' 

Available  at  ail  Tickelron 
locations,  Out-of-Town 
Tickets,  and  Bostix. 

Or  C  HARGE  BY 
PHONE  720-3434 


U.S.  Adult/Adolescent  AIDS  Cases 


healthy  teeth. . . 
they’re 
a  team  effort 


Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DDS 
Paul  O.  Groipen,  DDS 
Kirk  S.  Bankhead,  DDS 

1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

Mon.-Sat.  &  evenings 


617-776-5866  Somerville,  Mass. 

Lynne  S.  Brandon,  Ph.D. 

FINANCIAL 

MANAGEMENT 

Long-range  Planning,  State  Contracting, 

Budgeting,  Staff  Training  &  Supervision, 

Conversion  to  Computerized  Systems 

•  Non-Profit  •  Small  •  Sole 

Agencies  Businesses  Proprietors 


COMMUNITY 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 

22  Edgerly  Road 
Boston.  MA  021  IS 
(617)  267-2262 

ACUPUNCTURE 

RONALD  KELTER 
Acupuncture  Associates  of 
Cambridge 

843  Mass.  Ave.,  Central  Sq. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
617-491-4410 

JAMES  F.  LEATH,  R.  Ac. 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

699  Somerville  Ave. 

Somerville,  Mass. 

Porter  Square  T 
629-9547 

ALCOHOUDRUC 

TREATMENT 

SPOFFORD  HALL 
Route  9A 

Spofford,  NH  03462 
(603)  363-4545 

AUDITING7TAXES 

LILLIAN  GONZALES 
Certified  Public  Accountant 
126  State  Street 
Boston,  MA  02109 

523- 1060 

AUDIO-VISUAL 

SAMDPERIL  AUDIO-VISUAL 

23  Clive  St. 

Boston,  MA  02130 

524- 7992 

BICYCLES 

FERRIS  WHEELS 
Bicycle  Shop 
64  South  Street 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
617-522-7082 

BOOKSTORES 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
673  Boylston  Street 
Boston.  MA  02108 
(617)  267-3010 

NEW  WORDS 
A  WOMEN  S  BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  Street 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
876-5310 

REDBOOK  STORE 
Books  of  Political  Struggle, 
Sooth  Africa,  Central  America, 
Gay  S  Lesbian  literature 
92  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
(617)  522-1464 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR  RITA  L.  FIELD 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

699  Somerville  Av. 

Somerville.  MA  02143 
628-9S47 

DR  TIMOTHY  KNIGHT 
1100  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Arlington,  MA  02174 
(617)  641-2510 

DR.  DAVID  MOULTON 
Suite  333 
45  Newbury  St. 

Boston.  MA  02116 
266-8584 


DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 
375  Harvard  Street 
Brookline.  MA  02146 
232-7200 

DR.  DAVID.  STOLER 
Chiropractor 
SOMA  Practitioner 
124  Harvard  St.  No.3 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  731 3306 

COUNSELING 

ANDOVER  PSYCHOTHERAPY 
Gerry  Matison,  L.I.C.S.W. 
475-6950 

insurance  accepted 

ARADIA  COUNSELING  FOR 
WOMEN 

520  Commonwealth  Av. 
Kenmore  Square 
Boston,  MA  02115 
247-4861 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 
1368  Beacon  St.  Suite  109 
Boston,  MA  02146 
739-7860 

PATRICIA  A.  BURKE,  LICSW 
ADDICTION  TREATMENT/ 
FAMILY  THERAPY 
10  Goodway  Road 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 

522- 9446 

FOCUS  COUNSELING  8 
CONSULTATION  INC. 

I86'/S  Hampshire  St 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-4488 

JOURNEYWOMEN 
A  feminist  psychotherapy 
collective 

240A  Elm  St.,  Davis  Square 
Somerville.  MA  02144 
776-9232 

MASS  BAY  COUNSELING 

ASSOCIATES 

321  Columbus  Ave. 

Boston.  MA  02116 
739-7832 

SOUTH  END  COUNSELING 
596  Tremont  Street 
Boston,  MA  021 18 
(617)  437-9643 

TAPESTRY,  Inc. 

20  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge,  MA 
661-0248 

WINGS  THERAPY 
COLLECTIVE 
6016  Sacramento  St, 

Cambridge.  M A  02138 
876-8438 

DAYCARE 

BARB'S  FAMILY  DAYCARE 
State  Licensed 

Beacon  Hill,  Boston.  MA  02114 

523- 3772 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR  PAUL  GROIPEN 
1259  Hyde  Park  Av 
Hyde  Part.  MA  02136 
364-5500 


JOHN  BARNA  8 
AMY  WETTER 
790  Boylston  Street 
Boston,  M A  02199 
353-1500 

DOG  TRAINING 

FAMILY  DOG  TRAINING 
CENTER 

Dog  Behavior  Specialists 
Medford,  MA 
395-9084 

M  ■>  «f  t  -aJY  '  I 

ELECTROLYSIS 

JUDY  FEINER 
Complimentary  consultation 
Computer  electrology  specialist 
Central  Sq.,  Cambridge 
497-2019 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES  FLORAL 
DESIGN 

12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Sq.,  MA 
926-4289 

HAIR  SALONS 

B.  CUMMINGS 
309  Shawmut  Ave. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
338-5356 
Wed.-Sat.  10-6 

HEALTH 

BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 

Holistic  Health  Referral  Service 
Psychotherapy.  Bodywork. 
Movement,  Nutrition  and 
Spiritual  Counseling 

266- 8122  M-Th..  12-7 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  Street 
Boston.  MA  02115 

267- 7573 

FEMINIST  HEALTH  CENTER 
OF  PORTSMOUTH 
232  Court  St. 

Portsmouth,  NH  03801 
(603)  436-7588 

STD  clinic  for  men  and  women 
Mon.  eves.:  free  anon,  HIV 
counseling  8  testing 

HOUSEKEEPING 

CLEAN  UP  YOUR  ACT 
Housekeeping  Service 
Weekly,  bi-weekly,  monthly  anc 
special  occasions 
776-2271 

INSURANCE 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS.  CLU 
Congress  St. 

P.O.  Box  1762 
Boston,  Ma.  02105 
1-800-352-3185 

KUNEVICH  8  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENGY 
241  Washington  St 
Brookline.  MA  02146 
731-1015 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 
40  Hampshire  St. 

Lawrence, MA  01840 
683-7676 


•LAWYERS 

NATIONAL  LAWYERS  GUILD 
Lawyers  Referral  Service 
227-7008 
M-F  1-5  p.m. 

MASSAGE 

MIDTOWN  HEALTH  CLUB 
Swedish,  Japanese,  Esalen 
220  Huntington  Ave. 

(617)  262-1000,  x  298 
M-Sat„  12-7 

MOVERS 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO. 
(formerly  Boston  Trucking) 
641-1234 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

DAVID'S  PHOTOGRAPHY 
PO  Box  375  McCormack  Sta. 
Boston,  MA  02101 
236-0365 


PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
524-6822 

REAL  ESTATE 

BOSTON  BAY  REALTY 
668  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA  021 18 
262-7386 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 
Full  Service  Brokerage 
Trisha  Solio,  Barry  Wing 
726  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-0020 

RELIGIOUS 

ORGANIZATIONS 

Metropolitan  Community 
Church  of  Boston 
131  Cambridge  St.,  near  Gov't 
Ctr. ,  Sunday  Worship  7pm, 
Open  to  all 

A  church  of  the  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Community,  523-7664 

Unitarian  Universalist 
Congregation  at  the  1st  Church 
of  Roxbury  —  Sun.  I  lam 
Service  -  445-1277 
at  Center,  Roxbury  8  Dudley 
Sts.,  Rox.  Crossing  T  Stop 

TAXES  A  FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  PL,  MA  02130 
524-7565 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
482-2900 


as  of  May  9,  1988 

Transmission  Other/ 


Categories 

White 

Black 

Hispanic 

Unknown 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Number  (%)  Number  (96)  Number  (96)  Number  (96) 

Number  (96) 

Number  (96) 

Number  (96) 

Homosexual/ 

Bisexual  Male 

28.257(69) 

5.904  (38) 

3.832(44) 

378 (68) 

38.371 (63) 

38.371 (63) 

Intravenous  (IV) 

Drug  Abuser 

2.178 (  6) 

5.705  (37) 

3.317(38) 

56(10) 

8.769(16) 

2,487(52) 

11.256(19) 

Homosexual  Male 
and  IV  Drug  Abuser 

2.757  (  8) 

1.085 (  7) 

626  (  7) 

21(4) 

4,489  (  8) 

4.489  (  7) 

Hemophilia/ 
Coagulation  Disorder 

505  (  1) 

40(0) 

40(0) 

12(2) 

575  (  1) 

22  (  1) 

597  (  1) 

Heterosexual 

cases 

444  (  1) 

1.696(11) 

339 (  4) 

10(2) 

1.113(2) 

1.376(29) 

2,489  (  4) 

Transfusion, 

Blood/Components 

1.105  (  3) 

232  (  2) 

II8(  1) 

37(7) 

967  (  2) 

525(11) 

1,492  (  2) 

Undetermined 

723  (  2) 

775  (  5) 

392(  5) 

39(7) 

1.522(  3) 

407  (  8) 

1.929 (  3) 

Subtotal 
[46  of  all  cases] 

35,969  [59] 

15.437)25) 

8.664 1 14] 

553  |  1] 

55,806(92) 

4.8I7(  8) 

60.623  (100) 

Total  number  of  AIDS-related  deaths:  34,526 

The  total  number  of  AIDS-related  deaths  reported  by  the  CDC  as  of  April  4,  1988  was  32,545,  which  means  there  have 
been  1,981  deaths  since  our  last  publication  of  these  statistics. 


The  most  timely  and  comprehensive  statistical  data  about  AIDS  come  from  the  Centers  for  Disease  Con¬ 
trol  (CDC),  which  issue  weekly  reports.  But  this  information,  though  seemingly  "objective"  numerical 
data,  is  both  limited  and  biased. 

The  CDC,  based  in  Atlanta,  compile  national  statistics  on  AIDS  (comparable  data  is  not  published  for 
AIDS  Related  Complex  —  ARC)  based  on  reports  from  state  health  departments  and  physicians.  Standard 
diagnostic  forms  are  completed  by  physicians  when  they  diagnose  a  case,  and  these  are  sent  to  state  depart¬ 
ments  of  health  or  the  CDC. 

The  CDC  numbers  do  not  account  for  all  people  who  have  AIDS  in  the  U.S.  Not  all  physisicians  are  ade¬ 
quately  trained  to  make  an  AIDS  diagnosis,  so  many  people  who  have  AIDS  continue  to  be  misdiagnosed.  In 
addition,  some  doctors  who  are  motivated  to  protect  their  patients  from  the  stigma  attached  to  AIDS 
(sometimes  by  patients  themselves,  or  their  families)  may  be  reluctant  to  report  an  AIDS  diagnosis.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  many  people  who  lack  access  to  adequate  medical  care  —  poor  people,  people  of  color,  IV  drug  users, 
prisoners,  teenagers  and  women  —  will  not  come  in  contact  with  the  people  who  do  the  reporting  and  will 
be  misrepresented  in  the  statistics.  Prisons,  for  example,  are  notorious  for  their  failure  to  recognize  and 
report  cases  of  AIDS. 

It  is  also  important  to  examine  how  the  presentation  of  the  CDC  numbers  is  distorted.  The  categories 
listed  in  the  CDC  tabel  inaccurately  represent  data  about  transmission.  By  presenting  risk  groups  (primarily 
gay/bisexual  men  and  IV  drug  users)  under  “transmission  categories,”  the  data  tells  us  little  about  which 
high-risk  activities  are  associated  with  the  spread  of  AIDS  and  perpetuates  the  myth  that  certain  kinds  of 
people  are  inherently  carriers  of  the  disease. 

For  a  more  detailed  analysis  of  the  CDC’s  statistics,  see  the  centerspread  in  GCN,  Vol.  15,  No.  40.  We 
welcome  your  input  about  the  CDC  numbers  we  print  and  suggestions  about  statistical  information  you 
would  like  to  see.  □ 


Spies 
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at  all  kinds  of  meetings.  You  just  have  to 
keep  doing  your  political  work;  but  I  always 
think  radicals  should  be  careful. 

“The  most  fascinating  thing  is  that  the 
Herald  chose  to  put  this  on  the  front  page.” 

MASS  ACT  OUT  spokespersons  repor¬ 
ted  that  a  plainclothes  Capitol  police  officer 
was  once  discovered  at  a  meeting. and  asked 
to  leave.  Skelly  confirmed  this  incident, 
though  denied  knowledge  of  any  other 
undercover  attendance  by  his  officers.  He 
did,  however,  tell  the  Herald  that  Capitol 
police  occasionally  monitored  organizations 
by  going  to  what  he  called  “public  forums.” 

According  to  Kevin  Cathcart,  executive 
director  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates  and 
Defenders  (GLAD),  though  the  Capitol 
police  may  not  have  done  anything  illegal, 
they  created  an  atmosphere  that  has 
threatened  people’s  first  amendment  rights. 
“What’s  critically  important  here,” 
Cathcart  said,  “is  the  chilling  effect  on  peo¬ 
ple’s  right  to  assemble  and  speak  freely. 
People  could  become  fearful  about  what 
will  happen  with  this  ‘information  gather¬ 
ing’  —  will  the  cops  start  files  on  individuals 
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as  well  as  groups?  This  is  not  appropriate 
police  practice.” 

Cathcart,  who  said  he  suspects  his  and 
other  activists’  phones  may  be  tapped  by 
organizations  such  as  the  FBI,  stated  that 
lesbians  and  gay  men  have  good  reason  to  be 
fearful.  “This  is  not  simply  unfounded 
paranoia,”  he  explained.  “We  live  in  a  state 
without  civil  rights  protections  for  lesbians 
and  gay  men,  where  we’re  barred  from  be¬ 
ing  foster  parents,  where  Dukakis  refuses  to 
sign  an  executive  order  banning  discrimina¬ 
tion  against  state  employees.” 

Said  LaFontaine,  “This  adds  insult  to  in¬ 
jury.  Not  only  did  Capitol  police  assault  us 
[referring  to  the  stomping  of  a  protester  at 
the  Jan.  4  non-violent  civil  disobedience  at 
the  State  House],  but  now  they’re  in¬ 
filtrating  us.  They’re  threatened  that  the  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  community  can  mobilize  so 
many  people.  In  terms  of  Dukakis’  can¬ 
didacy,  they’re  somehow  trying  to  undercut 
us.” 

Added  Cathcart,  with  wry  understate¬ 
ment,  “The  governor’s  unwillingness  to 
comment  is  very  problematic.”  □ 

Baltimore 

Continued  from  page  I 

Those  who  feared  that  equal  rights  might 
somehow  “damage”  Baltimore  were  in¬ 
formed  that  58  cities  and  towns,  1 6  counties, 
and  12  states  have  already  afforded  protec¬ 
tion  to  lesbians  and  gays.  A  number  of  these 
are  neighbors  of  Baltimore,  including 
Washington,  D.C.,  Philadelphia,  Har¬ 
risburg,  Pa.,  and  nearby  Howard  and  Mont¬ 
gomery  Counties  in  Maryland. 

When  skeptical  politicians  asked  that  the 
“need”  for  extending  protection  to  lesbians 
and  gay  men  be  shown  by  providing 
evidence  of  discrimination,  the  Justice  Cam- 
pagin  produced  a  70-page  document 
describing  numerous  cases  of  discrimina¬ 
tion.  The  document  reported  that  a  1987 
survey  by  the  Maryland  chapter  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Organization  for  Women  showed  that 
14  percent  of  the  people  responding  had  lost 
their  jobs  because  their  employers  found  out 
they  were  lesbian  or  gay  and  80  percent  of 
the  respondents  feared  employment 
discrimination  if  discovered.  It  went  on  to 
document  case  after  case  of  Baltimore  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  who  had  been  harassed 
on  the  job,  fired,  or  passed  over  for  promo¬ 
tion;  who  had  been  kicked  out  of 
restcurants  or  bars  because  someone 


(617)353-1500 


Continued  on  page  1 1 

SAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS  □  MAY  29-IUNE  4,  1988  □  PAGE  7 


Dukakis  asks  NY  PWAs: 
‘What  do  you  want?’ 

The  presidential  hopeful  reveals  scanty  knowledge  about 
AIDS  treatments  and  services,  but  nevertheless  boasts 
about  the  ‘‘kind  of  leadership  guys  like  me  can  provide  ” 


By  Elizabeth  Pincus 

NEW  YORK  —  Just  prior  to  the  New 
York  presidential  primary  in  mid- April, 
Democratic  contender  Michael  Dukakis 
made  a  campaign  stop  at  Bailey  House,  a 
residence  in  Greenwich  Village  for  homeless 
people  with  AIDS  (PWAs).  The  Massachusetts 
governor  arranged  to  meet  with  residents  to 
talk  about  AIDS  and,  as  he  put  it,  to  find 
out  "what  you  want  from  the  next  president 
of  the  United  States,  whoever  that  might 
be.  ”  Of  the  44  PWAs  who  live  at  Bailey 
House  —  a  facility  operated  through  city 
and  state  funds  and  private  donations  — 
eight  residents  agreed  to  talk  with  Dukakis. 

While  the  discussion  was  underway  on  the 
evening  of  April  15,  about  50  demonstrators 
rallied  outside  Bailey  House  to  protest 
Dukakis’  appearance.  They  focused  atten¬ 
tion  on  the  governor’s  anti-gay  foster  care 
policy  that  virtually  prohibits  lesbians  and 
gay  men  from  foster  parenting,  and  criticiz¬ 
ed  Dukakis’  handling  of  the  AIDS  crisis. 
The  protesters  had  walked  over  to  Bailey 
House  from  New  York’s  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Community  Services  Center  where,  hours 
earlier,  presidential  candidate  Jesse  Jackson 
had  spoken  to  a  tremendously  enthusiastic 
crowd  of  over  3000  people. 

The  large  show  of  lesbian  and  gay  support 
for  Jackson,  and  the  demonstration  against 
Dukakis  later  that  night,  drew  fairly  exten¬ 
sive  national  press  coverage.  Dukakis  won 
the  New  York  primary  and  has  emerged  as 
the  Democratic  front-runner,  but  he  con¬ 
tinues  to  be  dogged  by  criticism  from  the  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  community  and  from  people 
with  AIDS  and  ARC.  For  example,  during 
the  nine  days  of  nationally  coordinated 
Spring  A  IDS  A  ctions,  many  of  the  Boston  pro¬ 
tests  focused  on  Dukakis’  policies.  He  is 
also  under  fire  in  Massachusetts  for  propos¬ 
ing  cuts  in  AIDS  spending  (and  funding  for 
other  human  services)  to  bolster  flagging 
state  revenues.  And  Dukakis,  now  cam¬ 
paigning  in  Los  Angeles  for  the  upcoming 
California  primary,  was  bombarded  with 
criticism  from  lesbians  and  gay  men  who 
turned  out  to  protest  his  May  14  speaking 
engagement  at  a  meeting  of  a  gay  organiza¬ 
tion,  the  Municipal  Elections  Committee  of 
Los  Angeles. 

Following  are  excerpts  from  the  conversa¬ 
tion  between  Dukakis  and  PWAs  at  Bailey 
House;  it  was  recorded  by  Michael  Petrelis, 
a  participant  in  the  discussion.  To  respect 
the  anonymity  of  some  Bailey  House 
residents  who  asked  not  to  be  identified,  the 
comments  and  questions  from  people  at  the 
house,  including  one  staff  member,  are  all 
identified  as  “ Bailey  House.  ” 

Dukakis:  Let  me  ask  you  this.  If  this  were  a 
year  from  now  and  I  was  back  here  as  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  United  States,  and  I  said,  “Tell 
me  what  you  want  the  president  to  do  about 
AIDS,”  what  would  you  say? 

Bailey  House:  I  have  a  request.  There’s  a 
substance  called  AL-721  and  it’s  basically  a 
food  — egg  yolks  and  lecithin.  It’s  been  over 
three  years  and  Robert  Gallo,  [researcher  at 
the  National  Cancer  Institute]  one  of  the 
main  people  down  in  Washington,  hasn’t 
looked  into  it.  It  costs  about  $150  for  a  three 
month  supply  and  it  helps  to  increase  T-cells 
and  strengthen  the  blood.  There’s  a  whole 
underground  market  for  it,  and  I  think  it’s 
wrong  that  in  year  seven  of  the  crisis  things 
such  as  this  are  unavailable.  For  people  like 
us  here  at  Bailey  House,  it’s  economically 
out  of  reach.  Something  has  to  be  done 
about  this. 

Dukakis:  Why  hasn’t  the  FDA  [Food  and 
Drug  Administration)  or  the  communicable 
disease  center  done  anything? 

Bailey  House:  Well,  the  FDA  is  mainly  a  reac¬ 
tive  agency  run  by  a  Reagan  appointee  and 
they  haven’t  shown  any  interest  in  it. 
They’re  just  into  this  one  drug  [AZT].  There 
are  at  least  40  other  treatments,  many  of 
which  are  food  substances,  that  they’re  not 
looking  into....  At  this  point  it’s  a  bogus 
argument  to  say  you  can’t  test  something 
like  this  because  of  a  lack  of  funds  or  staff. 

The  beauty  of  AL-721  is  that  it’s  shown 


not  to  have  toxic  side  effects  that  AZT  and 
other  more  traditional  pharmaceuticals 
have. 

Dukakis:  And  is  it  effective?  I  mean,  are  peo¬ 
ple  being  helped  by  it? 

Bailey  House:  Yes,  they  are. 

Dukakis:  It  seems  kind  of  strange.... 

Bailey  House:  There  are  a  whole  range  of  pro¬ 
ducts  that  are  currently  being  used  by  PWA 
coalitions  across  the  United  States.  PWAs 
are  finding  things  that  work  for  themselves 
and  they’re  trying  to  share  them  with  other 
people.  The  FDA  will  not  consider  [the  pro¬ 
ducts]  until  they  get  them  on  their  own  agen¬ 
da,  whenever  that’s  going  to  be. 

Dukakis:  So  the  research  side  of  this  is  ob¬ 
viously  very  important  —  and  moving  these 
products,  even  if  they’re  experimental. 

Bailey  House:  Well,  I  don’t  know  about 
everybody  else,  but  as  far  as  everything  I 
take  —  AZT,  pentamidine  —  it’s  all  ex¬ 
perimental.  The  FDA  approved  AZT,  but  if 
I  go  off  AZT  —  I  mean  I  went  off  AZT  for 
two  days  and  I  ran  a  fever  of  103. 

Dukakis:  How  many  of  you  are  taking 
prescribed  medication,  and  how  are  you 
paying  for  that? 

Bailey  House:  Medicaid,  Medicare... [Both  are 
federally  funded  programs  to  provide 
medical  insurance  for  people  with 
disabilities,  including  people  with  AIDS  and 
some  ARC.  If  you  are  eligible  for  SSI  (Sup¬ 
plemental  Security  Income)  you  can  qualify 
for  Medicaid  benefits  immediately.  Receiv¬ 
ing  Medicare  benefits  requires  eligibility  for 
SSDI  (Social  Security  Disability 
Insurance),  which  involves  at  least  a  two- 
year  waiting  period.] 

Dukakis:  So  that  covers  it? 

Bailey  House:  It  doesn’t  cover  everything.  I 
have  medication  I  can’t  get  on  my  Medicaid. 
Dukakis:  Why  doesn’t  Medicaid  cover  it? 
Bailey  House:  It’s  not  on  the  list  of  approved 
medications.  Again,  governor,  many  of  the 
drugs,  essentially  every  drug  used  to  treat 
either  the  underlying  immune  deficiency  and 
in  many  cases  the  opportunistic  infections 
are  definitively  experimental.  Medicaid  by 
and  large  doesn’t  approve  [those 
treatments]  until  there’s  substantial  clinical 
evidence  and  it’s  always  a  two-year  lag.... 

Seventy-five  percent  of  the  people  in  this 
city  who  have  AIDS  end  up  on  public  en¬ 
titlement  and  depend  for  their  medical  care 
on  income  maintenance.... 

Dukakis:  Mostly  on  SSI? 

Bailey  House:  Yes,  sir. 

Dukakis:  And  I  take  it  one  of  the  things  you 
do  here  is  to  help  people  qualify  for  SSI? 
Bailey  House:  They  have  to  qualify  to  live  here 
—  it’s  part  of  the  contract  with  the  city. 
Bailey  House  and  the  other  programs  run  by 
the  AIDS  Resource  Center  are  the  only 
[housing  facilities  in  New  York  City  for 
homeless  PWAs].  We  are  currently  housing 
44  people  here  and  another  20  or  so  in  the 
apartment  [run  by  the  AIDS  Resource 
Center]  and  there  are  anywhere  from  600  to 
1000  people  out  there  on  the  streets  right 
now  needing  housing.  On  any  given  day,  200 
people  are  in  the  hospital  who  they  can’t 
discharge  because  they  don’t  have  a  home  to 
go  to. 

I’m  going  to  put  it  on  the  line.  You  get  in 
as  president.  What  are  you  going  to  do  for 
the  AIDS  program? 

Dukakis:  That’s  what  I’m  asking  you.  I  mean, 
I’ve  got  my  own  ideas  —  I’ve  been  governor 
for  ten  years  and  we’ve  got  a  very  strong 
AIDS  program  in  my  state.  What  I’m  in¬ 
terested  in  asking  you  is  what  you  want, 
what’s  needed. 

Bailey  House:  What  we  need  and  want  is  going 
to  take  a  lot  of  money.... 

Dukakis:  Congress  is  appropriating  the 
money.  The  problem  has  been  we’ve  had  an 
administration  that  just  didn’t  want  to  deal 
with  it,  then  got  embarrassed  about  it,  then 
appointed  a  commission  that  was  kind  of  a 
joke.  About  the  only  person  the  administra¬ 
tion  had  that  wasn’t  afraid  to  confront  it 
was  the  Surgeon  General  —  I  give  the  guy 
credit,  but  there’s  been  no  leadership  at  all 
from  the  White  House.  It  has  been  Congress 


that’s  been  pushing  the  administration.  I 
think  the  resources  are  there,  I  think  Con¬ 
gress  will  appropriate  money  —  I  know  they 
will  —  the  question  is,  what  do  you  do  with 
it.  How  do  you  use  it  most  effectively? 
Bailey  House:  Research.  And  services  and 
medical  care. 

Dukakis:  Okay.  Let  me  ask  you  this.  Does 
Medicaid  here  in  New  York  —  apart  from 
this  experimental  drug  thing  —  if  you  have 
AIDS,  do  you  qualify  for  Medicaid? 

Bailey  House:  Providing  you  get  someone  who 
doesn’t  throw  the  paper  down  or  ignore  you 
altogether,  yes,  you’re  entitled.  But  we 
often  end  up  fighting  them. 

Dukakis:  The  reason  I  ask  is  that  I  was  at 
some  editorial  board  meeting  the  other  day 
and  somebody  said,  “Do  you  favor 
Medicaid  for  people  with  AIDS?  And  I  said, 
“Of  course.” 

Bailey  House:  I  think  the  problem  is  Medicare. 
[To  qualify]  takes  two  and  a  half  years  and 
many  people  die  before  they  get  benefits. 
Medicare  provisions  are  much  more 
substantial. 

Dukakis:  Medicare  takes  two  and  a  half  years 
from  when? 

Bailey  House:  From  point  of  disability,  which 
is  diagnosis.  With  a  mean  survival  rate  of 
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AAC  pamphlet  Dukakis  found  ‘‘far  too  explicit" 

something  between  nine  and  18  months,  two 
years  is  pretty  ridiculous  for  most  people. 
Dukakis:  So  if  you’re  on  SSI  you  still  do  not 
qualify  for  Medicare? 

Bailey  House:  No.  Not  for  two  years.  And  the 
Medicaid  qualification  many  times  gets 
caught  up  in  paperwork,  bureaucracy. 
We’ve  had  residents  here  for  six  months 
who  were  unable  to  get  on  Medicaid. 
Dukakis:  Does  the  state  provide  you  with  help 
other  than  Medicaid? 

Bailey  House:  Grants  for  bricks  and  mortar  — 
but  other  than  housing  development  funds, 
no.  In  Medicare,  [there’s  a  provision  that] 
for  people  who  require  intensive  medical 
care,  the  two  years  is  waived  so  they  can  get 
benefits.  But  it  doesn’t  apply  yet  to  people 
with  AIDS,  I  don’t  know  why. 

I  feel  that  people  in  the  hospital  with 
AIDS  need  to  be  better  attended  to.  A  lot  of 
nurses  and  doctors  are  scared  to  deal  with 
AIDS  patients.  They  come  in  with  their 
masks  and  gloves  on  and  treat  us  like  we’re 
bad  ...  these  things  need  to  be  changed. 

Again,  I  think  the  pant  is  that  we  need 
more  places  [like  Bailey  Ffouse].  With  the 
shortage  of  housing,  the  shortage  of  health 
professionals  and  the  already  overburdened 
health  care  system,  the  implication  [for]  tax¬ 
payers  is  enormous  and  it’s  getting  worse. 
Spending  all  this  money  for  people  to  stay  in 
hospitals  when  you  could  have  people  stay¬ 
ing  in  a  place  like  Bailey  House  —  [it  doesn’t 
make]  economical  sense.  The  government 


just  doesn’t  recognize  this. 

Before  the  AIDS  crisis,  the  machine  I  use 
to  take  pentamidine  cost  $169.  Now  that 
machine  is  $800.  AIDS  has  become  big 
business.  People  are  making  money  on  peo¬ 
ple  who  have  AIDS.  It  just  fascinates  me. 

Could  I  ask  a  question  more  or  less  about 
your  record  in  Massachusetts  as  it  relates  to 
all  of  this?  In  New  York,  there  [have]  been 
incredible  hospital  bed  shortages  and  also  a 
reluctance  on  the  governor’s  part  to  imple¬ 
ment  a  needle  exchange  program.  A  lot  of 
people  coming  into  Bailey  House  and  going 
through  the  entire  AIDS  thing  have  a  drug 
problem.  A  lot  of  that  could  be  severely  cut 
down  if  there  were  IV  needle  exchange  pro¬ 
grams  encouraging  people  to  get  off  drugs. 
In  Massachusetts,  how  have  you  dealt  with 
the  [issue]  of  needle  exchange?  In  New 
York,  per  capita  spending  on  PWAs  is 
$3,000  per  person,  whereas  in 
Massachusetts  it’s  $7,000.  That’s  a  lot  of 
money.  How  could  that  be  replicated  for 
the  country? 

Dukakis:  Elect  the  guy  that’s  governor  as 
president,  and  you  know,  it’s  gonna  hap¬ 
pen.  [laughter]  Well,  in  1983-84  I  created  a 
budget  committee  on  AIDS  —  way,  way 
back  because  it  seemed  obvious  to  me  we 
had  a  very  serious  problem  we  had  to  deal 
with.  I  had  some  very  good  support  in  the 
legislature.  We  put  together  a  plan  with  the 
help  of  the  AIDS  budget  committee  which 
includes  state  funds  for  research;  I  think 
we’re  one  of  the  few  states  in  the  country 
that  actually  puts  money  into  research.  [We 
also  had]  a  very  strong  program  of  preven¬ 
tion  and  education.  We  mailed  a  brochure 
to  every  single  family  in  the  state,  every 
single  household  in  the  state,  every  single  in¬ 
dividual,  and  we  made  an  effort  to  provide 
caring  and  compassionate  treatment.  We’re 
going  to  try  to  meet  the  goal  of  providing  as 
much  treatment  as  is  necessary  for  every 
person  who’s  got  a  drug  problem. 

I  think  a  lot  of  this  has  to  do  with  the  kind 
of  leadership  that  guys  like  me  can  provide, 
and  whether  you  can  mobilize  the  communi¬ 
ty  and  build  public  support.  We  have  had 
very  good  success  [in  Massachusetts].  We 
have  a  very  strong  mayor  in  Boston,  and  we 
created  the  kind  of  atmosphere  where  peo¬ 
ple  see  their  governor  and  mayor,  and  I  hope 
president,  reaching  out  and  doing  these  kind 
of  things. 

Bailey  House:  There  have  been  a  lot  of 
demonstrations  against  you  and  your  ad¬ 
ministration  in  the  gay  community.  How  do 
you  feel  about  all  the  anti-gay  sentiment 
that’s  been  [attributed  to  you]?  I  think  you 
were  the  only  candidate  that  the  gay  com¬ 
munity  specifically  made  a  brochure  about, 
criticizing  your  gay  stand  over  the  past  cou¬ 
ple  of  years. 

Dukakis:  There’s  only  one  disagreement  I 
have  with  certain  folks  in  the  gay  communi¬ 
ty  and  that  has  to  do  with  whether  or  not  in 
placing  children  in  foster  care  we  give 
preference  to  the  relatives  of  those  kids,  and 
to  two-parent  families  with  other  children 
that  have  had  prior  parenting  experience.  I 
happen  to  think  that’s  the  right  policy,  and 
that  doesn’t  mean  that  we  will  not  place 
foster  children  in  other  households.  But  1 
think  most  people  would  tell  you  that  we 
have  either  the  best  or  one  of  the  best  AIDS 
action  programs  in  the  country.  I’ve  been 
lead  governor  among  the  nation’s  governors 
on  AIDS....  And  we’re  going  to  keep  work¬ 
ing  to  make  sure  what  we’re  doing  continues 
to  be  a  model  for  the  country  and  responds 
to  the  needs  of  the  people  in  my  state  who 
have  AIDS. 

Bailey  House:  There’s  a  lot  of  talk  and  no  ac¬ 
tion....  For  the  last  couple  of  years  the  sym¬ 
bol  has  been  “Silence  =  Death”  because 
we’ve  gotten  silence  from  the  administra¬ 
tion.  I’d  like  to  give  you  this  button  [hands 
Dukakis  a  “Silence  =  Death”  button]  which 
is  mainly  against  the  Reagan 
administration’s  silence  which  has  equalled 
about  32,000  deaths  because  they  were 
afraid.  I  do  trust  that  you’ll  deliver  more 
than  empty  communication. 

Dukakis:  Well,  one  of  the  things  you  get  from 
a  guy  that’s  been  chief  executive  for  ten 
years  is  a  record.  Either  I’m  doing  it  or  I’m 
not  doing  it.  I  think  you  can  be  pretty  confi¬ 
dent  that  I’ve  done  it  as  governor  and  ob¬ 
viously  it’s  something  I  feel  very  strongly 
about.  There’s  nobody  that  has  the  ability  to 
do  this  quite  like  the  President  of  the  United 
States  and  I  hope  I  have  the  opportunity. 
Bailey  House:  A  lot  of  people  have  ARC  and 
fall  through  the  cracks  entirely  —  [many] 
are  not  eligible  for  benefits.  Where  are  you 
going  to  get  money  for  these  people? 


Dukakis:  [Referring  to  the  new  Massachusetts 
universal  health  care  bill]  Under  our  plan, 
we  will  insure  everybody. 

Bailey  House:  Do  you  think  you  can  get  a  na¬ 
tional  health  insurance  plan  through  the 
federal  government?  Are  you  going  to  try? 
Dukakis:  I  did  it  in  my  state,  and  the  next  step 
is  to  try  to  do  it  nationally,  sure.  I  am  very 
strongly  committed  to  the  notion  that  every 
citizen  in  this  country  ought  to  have  basic 
health  insurance.  And  I’m  going  to  do 
everything  I  can  if  I  end  up  in  the  White 
House  next  January  to  see  that  we  get  that. 
Bailey  House:  Would  you  invite  us  to  the 
White  House?  [laughter]  There  haven’t 
been  any  people  with  AIDS  at  the  White 
House. 

Dukakis:  I’ve  been  inviting  everybody, 
[laughter]  I  told  the  Greek  community  we’re 
going  to  have  a  big  party  in  1 989  if  I’m  down 
there. 

Let  me  take  one  more  question  or  sugges¬ 
tion. 

Bailey  House:  I  had  an  experience  today.  I 
went  to  the  dry  cleaners  to  get  my  suit  press¬ 
ed  and  he  said,  “Where  do  you  live?  What’s 
your  name?  I  told  him  I  live  at  180 
Christopher  Street  and  he  said,  “What  is 
that?”  I  said,  “It’s  a  place  where  people 
have  AIDS.”  I  gave  him  a  twenty  dollar  bill 
and  then  he  gave  it  back.  He  said,  “I  don’t 
want  your  business.”  Does  he  have  a  right  to 
refuse  me  because  I  have  AIDS? 

Dukakis:  I  don’t  think  so. 

Bailey  House:  Absolutely  not.  You  cannot 
discriminate  on  the  basis  of  a  disability  or  a 
perceived  disability.  And  we’ll  continue  to 
fight  for  that. 

Dukakis:  We’ll  try  to  help  in  whatever  way  we 
can.  Thank  you.  □ 

For  the 
record: 
Dukakis  on 
AIDS 

By  Mike  Friedman 

Mass.  Governor  Michael  Dukakis  is  hin¬ 
ging  his  bid  for  the  White  House  on  his  ability 
to  manage  a  crisis.  He  tells  lesbian  and  gay 
groups  that  his  administration’s  response  to 
the  AIDS  epidemic  has  been  exemplary.  His 
recent  meeting  with  a  group  of  People  with 
AIDS  (PWAs)  at  Bailey  House  in  New  York 
City  was  designed  to  create  an  image  of 
compassion,  and  to  emphasize  his  leader¬ 
ship  on  issues  affecting  PWAs  (see  story, 
this  page). 

But  the  Governor’s  record  of  response  to 
AIDS  in  Massachusetts  reveals  a  different  story. 
Many  local  activists  say  Dukakis  has  been  a 
leader,  but  not  in  the  battle  for  increased 
funding  and  treatment.  Rather,  when  he  has 
stepped  out  front,  it  has  been  to  lead  against 
explicit  safer  sex  education  for  gay  men  and 
needle  exchange  for  IV  drug  users.  Dukakis 
also  came  forward  to  overturn  a  state  policy 
prohibiting  insurance  companies  from 
testing  for  HIV,  the  virus  widely  believed  to 
cause  AIDS. 

And  while  the  Governor  took  a  back-seat 
role  in  recent  efforts  to  pass  a  state  gay 
rights  bill  —  refusing  to  strongly  push  for 
enactment  —  he  took  a  starring  role  in  the 
formation  of  the  state’s  homophobic  foster 
care  policy.  Indeed,  his  policy  prohibiting 
lesbians  and  gay  men  from  being  foster 
parents  continues  to  foment  homophobia 
nationally,  and  has  been  a  qiodel  for  similar 
policies  and  laws  in  other  states. 

In  addition,  as  GCN  goes  to  press,  the 
Boston  Herald  reports  that  the  state’s 
Capitol  Police  have  appeared  undercover  at 
meetings  of  a  local  AIDS  activist  group. 
Mass.  ACT  OUT,  in  an  effort  to  derail 
AIDS-related  protests.  The  Capitol  Police 
have  jurisdiction  over  the  Mass.  State 
House,  seat  of  the  Governor.  Dukakis  has 
thus  far  refused  to  comment.  (See  story, 
p.l.) 

When  asked  what  he  thought  Dukakis’ 
response  to  AIDS  would  be  as  President, 
Steve  Busby  of  the  local  activist  group  ACT- 
UP/Boston  (AIDS  Coalition  to  Unleash 
Power),  said,  “If  he  continues  to  follow  his 
personal  instincts  and  prejudices,  then  he 


will  be  disastrous.”  Larry  Kessler  of  the 
Boston  AIDS  Action  Committee  (AAC),  an 
AIDS  service  provider,  was  less  negative, 
saying,  “He  would  be  3000  percent  better 
than  George  Bush.  He  will  make  AIDS  a  na¬ 
tional  priority  and  has  endorsed  the  Na¬ 
tional  Academy  of  Sciences  recommen¬ 
dation,”  that  AIDS  funding  be  boosted  to 
$2  billion  by  next  year.  But  Marla  Erlien  of 
Mass.  ACT  OUT  called  Dukakis  “deeply 
homophobic.  He  will  not  make  AIDS  a  na¬ 
tional  priority.  It’s  not  a  major  issue  in  his 
campaign.  Coming  on  the  heels  of  the  total 
failure  of  the  Reagan  administration  to  con¬ 
front  AIDS,  we  need  an  intelligent  plan  of 
action  and  response.” 

The  following  outlines  Dukakis’  action  or 
lack  of  action  on  a  number  of  key  AIDS- 
related  issues. 

For  the  record:  funding 

The  first  money  for  AIDS  in  Massachusetts  was 
appropriated  by  the  legislature  in  1983.  But 
the  first  request  from  Dukakis  did  not  come 
until  the  beginning  of  1984,  for  fiscal  year 
1985  —  three  years  after  the  beginning  of  the 
epidemic.  The  AAC  received  its  first  grant 
from  the  state  in  1983,  but  only  by  applying 
for  AIDS  education  funding  “with  a 
research  component.”  Since  that  time,  state 
funding  for  AIDS  programs  has  grown  and 
the  Governor  had  initially  requested 
$12,000,000  in  his  1989  budget.  However, 
Dukakis  now  suggests  pulling  back  funds 
from  programs  for  PWAs  as  one  way  to 
cope  with  the  state’s  fiscal  crisis. 

Treatment  vs.  testing 

Busby  told  GCN  that  the  state  has  em¬ 
phasized  testing  for  HIV  over  treatment  for 
PWAs.  Massachusetts  has  one  of  the  premier  alter¬ 
native  HIV  testing  programs  in  the  country, 
offering  anonymous  testing  with  counsel¬ 
ing.  But,  said  Busby,  “programs  for  PWAs 
are  not  receiving  funding  equal  to  testing 
programs,  and  that  severely  concerns  me.  It 
smacks  of  homophobia.” 

According  to  Tim  McNeil,  Associate 
Director  of  Issues  for  the  Dukakis  cam¬ 
paign,  Dukakis  is  in  favor  of  expediting 
trials  for  new  AIDS  treatment  drugs,  but 
does  not  have  a  position  on  the  use  of 
placebos  (sugar  pills)  in  drug  trials.  Many 
AIDS  activists  have  decried  placebo  use, 
charging  the  practice  betrays  a  greater  in¬ 
terest  in  PWAs  as  research  subjects  than  as 
people  needing  treatment  for  a  life- 
threatening  illness. 

HIV  testing  for  insurance 

In  1987,  Dukakis  responded  to  the 
demands  of  the  insurance  industry,  overtur¬ 
ning  the  state’s  ban  on  HIV  testing  for  in¬ 
surance.  He  allowed  testing  for  life  in¬ 
surance  policies  over  $100,000,  and  for  non- 
cancellable  disability  insurance.  In  protest, 
Insurance  Commissioner  Peter  Hiam  resign¬ 
ed,  citing  a  lack  of  need  for  HIV  testing  by 
insurance  companies  and  the  potential  for 
discrimination.  According  to  Kevin 
Cathcart,  Executive  Director  of  Boston’s 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates  and  Defenders, 
“Insurance  companies  say  that  when  they 
deny  insurance  coverage  to  someone  with 
AIDS  they  treat  AIDS  just  like  any  other  il¬ 
lness,  but  that’s  simply  not  true.  Insurance 
companies  equate  a  positive  HIV  test  with 
AIDS  and  deny  insurance  coverage  to  other¬ 
wise  healthy  people.” 

Since  Hiam’s  resignation,  the  regulations 
governing  HIV  testing  have  been  challenged 
in  court  by  a  group  of  insurance  companies; 
due  to  an  injunction  temporarily  barring  en¬ 
forcement  of  the  regulations,  insurance 
companies  in  Massachusetts  are  able  to  test 
anyone  for  any  insurance  policy.  Despite 
this  fact,  Dukakis’  campaign  literature  still 
claims  that  HIV  testing  is  prohibited  for 
health,  accident  and  group  insurance  in 
Massachusetts,  a  fact  Tim  McNeil  could  not 
explain. 

Safer  sex  information 

In  late  1987,  while  the  State  Senate  was 
debating  a  lesbian  and  gay  civil  rights  bill,  an 
opponent  of  the  bill  sent  a  letter  to  each 
Senator,  including  a  copy  of  an  AIDS  Ac¬ 
tion  Committee  pamphlet  for  gay  men  en¬ 
titled  “Safer  Sex  Can  Be  Sensuous.”  The 
pamphlet  created  an  uproar  and  Governor 
Dukakis  released  a  statement  calling  it  “far 
too  explicit.”  Although  the  pamphlet  had 
not  been  paid  for  by  the  state,  the  Governor 
announced  that  his  administration  would 
never  pay  for  safer  sex  information  using 
explicit  language.  Studies  show  that  explicit 
information  has  been  the  best  way  of  chang¬ 
ing  behavior  in  gay  men. 


Dukakis  announces  his  presidential  bid,  Boston 


After  Dukakis’  statement,  an  investiga¬ 
tion  into  state  funding  of  the  AAC  was  call¬ 
ed  for,  and  funding  for  the  group  was 
threatened. 

Needle  exchange 

In  response  to  the  growing  incidence  of 
AIDS  among  IV  drug  users  in  Boston, 
Boston  Mayor  Raymond  Flynn  announced 
his  intention  in  early  1988  to  seek  approval 
from  the  City  Council  to  begin  a  pilot  needle 
exchange  program  involving  200  people,  at  a 
cost  of  approximately  $60,000.  The  pro¬ 
gram  would  offer  drug  users  clean  needles  in 
exchange  for  used  ones  and  would  seek  to 
enroll  them  in  drug  treatment  programs. 
Dukakis  immediately  came  out  against  nee¬ 
dle  exchange,  saying  that  it  would  increase 
drug  addiction  and  send  mixed  signals  to 
drug  users.  McNeil  claims  that  the  Dukakis 
administration  has  decided  to  work  instead 
on  ending  waiting  lists  for  drug  treatment, 
which  are  often  six  months  long.  Larry 
Kessler  says  that  Dukakis  simply  “shut 
down”  on  the  issue  and  that  the  Governor 
doesn’t  really  understand  the  problem  — 
which  is  how  to  “halt  the  spread  of  AIDS 
among  IV  drug  users.” 

ACT  OUT’s  Erlien  takes  a  dimmer  view 
of  Dukakis’  stance  on  needle  exchange,  “He 


sticks  his  nose  in  when  he  has  no  informa¬ 
tion.  Dukakis  is  not  interested  in  any  posi¬ 
tion  but  his  own.  Foster  care  set  the  con¬ 
text.  He  takes  his  stand,  digs  in  and  becomes 
intransigent.” 

A  national  plan! 

A  Dukakis  campaign  position  paper,  en¬ 
titled  “War  on  AIDS,”  announces  that 
“We  will  have  a  national  strategic  plan  to 
guide  us  in  the  war  on  AIDS  and  we  will 
have  a  President  leading  the  charge.”  But 
when  pressed  to  be  more  specific  about  this 
plan,  McNeil  could  only  point  to  programs 
already  set  up  in  Massachusetts  as  a  model 
for  a  Federal  response. 

Busby  criticized  the  Governor’s  admini¬ 
stration  for  its  often  slow,  bureaucratic 
response  to  AIDS,  and  questioned  the  abili¬ 
ty  of  the  state  to  adequately  respond  to  the 
needs  of  growing  numbers  of  PWAs. 
“Baseline”  studies,  intended  to  predict  the 
future  number  of  PWAs,  People  with  ARC 
(PWARCs)  and  people  who  test  positive  for 
HIV,  will  not  be  complete  until  the  summer. 
Until  then,  decisions  on  AIDS  funding  will 
be  decided  by  government  officials  on  the 
basis  of  where  they  perceive  a  need,  not 
because  studies  indicate  money  is  needed  for 
specific  programs.  □ 


Dukakis  opposes  needle  exchange  programs 


Ellen  SHub 


•INDIVIDUAL 

GROUP/COUPLE 

•GAY  SENSITIVE 
THERAPY 


ALLAN  SINGER, 
L.I.C.S.W. 

PSYCHOTHERAPIST 


COPLEY  SQUARE 
BOSTON,  MA 
617-266-2240 

HEALTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 


Laurie  A.  Livingston, 
Ed.D. 
Licensed 
Psychologist 


Specializing  in: 
agoraphobia  •  panic 
disorder  •  simple 
fears  and  phobias  • 
depression  •  stress 
disorders  •  social 
anxiety  • 

Telephone: 

(617)  262-5223 

Agoraphobia  Treatment  and 
Research  Center  of  New  England 
264  Beacon  Street 
Boston,  MA  02116 


COUNSELING 
FOR  WOMEN 
Individual,  Couple 
and  Group 
Counseling 


Call  247-4861 

Sliding  Scale  Fee 
Health  Insurance 
Accepted 


520  Commonwealth  Avenue 
Kenmore  Square 


Some  enchanted  evening. . . 

Fireplaced  rooms  with  period  decor 
Fireplaced  cottages  —  Full  breakfast 
Daily  or  weekly  rentals 
M.  Susan  Culligan,  Innkeeper 

178  Bradford  Street 

Provincetown,  Mass.  02657  (617)487-1616 


Lady  Jane's 
Inn 


•  Large  lovely  rooms 

•  Private  full  baths 

•  Separate  outside  entrances 

•  Free  parking 

•  Common  room  with  color  TV/VCR 

•  Steps  from  bay  beach 

•  Open  year  round  _ 

•  Woman  owned  and  operated} 

V*  , 

'll*. 


7  Central  Street 
Provincetown,  Ma.  02657 
617-487-3387 


(BOSTON’S  BEST  MUSICAU 


“INTOXI¬ 

CATING!” 

—Arthur  Friedman, 
Boston  Herald 

“HILARIOUS!” 

—John  Engstrom, 
Boston  Globe 


“PUNCH, 

PIZZAZZ, 

SMASHING 

MATERIAL!” 

—Joyce  Kulhowlk, 
WBZ-TV 


REAL  PAPER  AWARDS 
J  &  S  Automotive 
BEST  AUTO  MECHANIC 

It  looks  like  a  big  commercial  garage,  but 
there  are  these  weird  little  things  about  it. 
Reggae  music  is  blasting  away,  signs  tor 
political  and  union  meetings  are  taped  up, 
the  mechanic  might  be  a  woman,  and  some¬ 
times  its  hard  to  find  anyone  in  charge.  J  &  S 
has  been  Boston’s  hippest  garage  for  years 
and  years,  and  for  the  last  few  years,  it’s 
also  been  the  best.  Even  when  they  didn't 
know  how  to  fix  everything,  they  never 
cheated  anybody  or  covered  up.  So  over  the 
years  they  kept  learning  new  makes  and 
new  techniques,  and  now  can  repair  about 
anything.  Plymouth  Valiants,  those  classics 
of  dependability.  But  they’re  ready  for 
anything  and  did  most  of  the  work  on  the  an¬ 
tique  vehicles  for  the  movie  ‘‘The  Brinks 
Job.” 

Reprinted  from  Real  Paper,  “Best  of 
Boston,”  Fall  1980. 

277  Northampton  Street 
267-0300 


9  Court  Street  P.O.  Box  483 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 

(617)  487-9005 


Managers 

Robert  “Rosie”  Coane 
David  Harris 


VICTORIA  HOUSE 


THE  GUEST  HOUSE 

OPEN  YEAR  ROUND 
COMFORTABLE,  ATTRACTIVE  ROOMS 
WITH  PRIVATE  BATHS,  CABLE  COLOR 
TELEVISION  AND  REFRIGERATORS. 

H  -K 

Your  Hosts 

Sue  Champeau  &  Bill  Wooley 


Presented  by  Triangle  Theater  Company 

Three  plays  by  Harvey  Fierstein,  Directed  by  Steven  O’Donnell 

May  12,13,14,19,20,21,26,27,28  and  June  2,3,4 

Paramount  Penthouse  Theater,  58  Berkeley  Street,  Boston 
Curtain  7:30  p.m.  For  tickets  and 
information  call  426-3550 


STATION 


7TH  ANNIVERSARY 
PARTY 


June  10,  1 1,  12 


477  Yarmouth  Rd- 


Where  Else 
Could  I  Be 
Going  Dressed 
Like  This 


BOSTON’S  AIDS  MEMORIAL  DAY  SERVICE 

and 

CANDLELIGHT  PROCESSION 

Monday,  May  30,  1988 

7:15pm  Assemble  at  Boylston  “T”  stop,  corner  of  Boylston 
and  Tremont  St. 

7:30pm  Candlelight  procession  begins  to  Emmanuel  Church, 
15  Newbury  St.,  Boston,  MA 

8:00pm  Interfaith  Memorial  Service,  Dr.  Loretta  Williams, 
Unitarian  Universalist  Assoc.,  Guest  Speaker 

A  reception  will  follow,  All-Welcome 

Sponsored  by  the  Pastoral  Concerns  Sub-committee  of  the 
AIDS  Action  Committee  of  Massachusetts 


risoners 
Seeking 
Friends 

TO  ALL  THOSE,  IN  &  OUT  OF  PRISON, 
WHO  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE. 
Alexander  Berkman,  Prison  Memoirs  o/  an  -■ 


GAY  BOOKS/HAGS  NEEDED 
If  you  have  some  gay  books  or  magazines  that! 
you’d  like  to  donate  to  the  prisoner  proiec 
please  send  them  (or  drop  them  by)  at  GCN,  I 
Berkeley  St,  Boston,  MA  021  li.  (Tney’ll  be  wc 


pr 

n: 


LONELY  31  yr  old,  light  brown  skin,  blackl 
wavy  hair,  good  health,  wishes  sincere,  honest  I 
correspondence  with  people,  in  or  out  of  I 
rison.  Know  games  please!  Richard! 
EWBOLT,  86A  0616,  Box  149,  Attica  NY 
14011, _ 

I’m  getting  out  soon  and  would  like  to  corres¬ 
pond  with  people  in  the  Kansas  area  or  Califor- 1 
nia.  I’m  into  R&R,  parties  and  romance.  I’m  I 
mainly  looking  for  a  gay  feminine  male  (NO| 
BUTCH!).  Wesley  BENOIT,  37307  (Q-200), 
Box  2,  Lansing  KS  66043. 

I  am  looking  for  a  bisexual  to  correspond  with  j 
who  is  sincere  about  corresponding  and  maybe  | 
a  relationship.  I  enjoy  sports  and  having  a  good  i 
time.  Ray  COLE,  Box  7599,  Reidsville  GA I 
30499. _ 

I’m  in  dire  need  of  a  penpal  to  help  me  do  what  i 

time  1  have  left,  a  compatible  sort  of  person, 
you  know.  If  you  can  find  someone  for  me  I 
should  be  thrilled  to  the  max!  I’m  a  Southerner 
and  thinking  of  paroling  to  the  Boston  area 
eventually.  James  R.  CODY,  257061,  Box  514 
(SOC  4-H),  Monroe  WA  98272, 

TOP,  31,  seeks  BOTTOM  with  PASSION  and) 
FIRE!  Objective,  lasting  and  a  truely  perrenial 
relationship!!  Color  and  age  unimportant.  Sexy 
letters  answered  first.  Photo  a  plus.  Joseph 
D1ER,  193-679,  Box  5500,  Chillicothe  OH  | 
45601. _ 

Gay  guy  open-minded  with  many  interests 
would  enjoy  writing  other  guys.  Although  not 
guilty,  I’m  not  knowledgeable  with  law  and  if  j 
your  poor  without  family,  friends,  the  courts 
get  away  with  it  all.  So  would  you  write  and 
send  some  strength  and  care  to  James  HAN-' 
SON,  363900,  1301  Franklin  St,  Houston  TX 
77002. _ 

Would  you  run  my  ad  again?  This  time  I  may  j 

get  a  penpal  to  correspond  with.  So  far  I 
haven’t  gotten  anyone  that’s  serious  about  j 
other  people’s  feelings.  After  the  First  or  second 
letter  it’s  over  with.  And  I’m  in  need  of  a  | 
friend.  Thank  you,  Eddie  BENIGHT,  96578, 
Box  6,  LaGrange  KY  4003 1 . 

Melody  seeks  Harmony.  Intelligent  gay  male  j 

looking  for  best  friend/lover.  Can  we  BLEND? 
Steven  GRANT,  85A  1717,  Box  367-B,  Dan- 
iY.X 


Please  send  me  your  paper  and  put  my  name  in 
so  that  1  may  meet  a  serious  minded  female.  I 
love  outdoor  sports  and  good  conversations. 
Anna  JOHNSON,  151645,  PO  Box  8540—543, 
Pembroke  Pines  FL  33024, _ 

It  would  be  very  much  appreciated  if  I  could  put 

an  article  in  your  paper  for  penpals.  I’m  willing 
to  correspond  with  almost  anyone  right  now. 
Eva  Mae  SHARPE,  421271,  H-6  Conf-15,  PO 
Box  8540,  Pembroke  Pines  FL  33024, 

Making  It,  A  Woman’s  Guide  to  Sex  in  the  Age 
of  AIDS  (in  both  Spanish  and  English!)  is 
available  to  women  in  prison/institutions  for 
FREE  by  writing:  Firebrand  Books,  141  The 
I  CommonSj.  Ithaca.  NY  14850. 


I’m  of  Irish  descent,  good  looking  but  not  con- 
I  ceited,  and  very  lonely.  Looking  to  correspond 
1  with  any  TV/TS,  or  gay/bisexual  male.  Patrick 
MOONEY,  85 A  3856,  Box  500,  Elmira  NY 
14902. 


When  I  s-weat  I  look  like  a  Hershey  bar! !  Would 
like  to  write  to  guys,  inside  or  out.  I  need  it  bad! 
Picture  a  plus.  Victorrious  DAVIES,  86A  0460 
(A-I16),  Drawer  B,  Stormville  NY  12582 


I‘m  an  avid  poem  writer  and  would  enjoy  com- 
I  municating  with  other  gay  people.  Sweet,  affec¬ 
tionate  and  especially  nice,  Drop  me  a  line,  it’s 
worth  the  price.  Extend  your  arms  around  my 
soul.  Won’t  you  write  and  make  me  whole?  I’m 
waiting  for  your  touch,  Roger  WRIGHT, 
187170,  7D43A,  Rt  1  Box  500,  Westover  MD 
21871. 


Spanish  bi-male  lonely,  bored  with  no  friends  to 
write  and  no  mail.  Seeking  correspondence  with 
TV,  TS,  and  fern  gay  men,  for  friendship.  Vic¬ 
tor  GONZALEZ,  86 A  6741,  Box  500,  Elmira 
NY  14902. 


j  I  appreciate  your  paper’s  stand  on  the 
‘prisoners  project’  and  other  issues.  I’m  seeking 
friendship.  My  mother  just  passed  away  and  she 
[was  my  best  friend.  I  love  art,  antiques, 
I  literature  and  playing  piano  and  organ.  Please 
I  write.  David  McNEILL,  Box  215,  Maury  NC 
[28554. 


>©©©©©©©©©©©©« 


I’d  like  to  hear  Trom  big,  hairy  dominate  studs 
I  with  thick  meat,  the  nastier  the  better  cause  my 
[goal  for  life  is  to  serve  my  master.  Please  write. 
Gordon  PARSONS,  47903,  2605  State  St, 
Salem  OR  97310. 


[Isn’t  there  one  righteous  queen  out  there?  I’m 

Isick  of  these  jailhouse  queens  and  wanna-be’s. 
Il’m  a  handsome  35  yr  old  German  in  excellent 
Ishape  and  trying  to  find  the  queen  of  all  my 
Idreams.  Drop  a  line.  Pic  gets  pic.  No  game 
[players  or  half  steppers.  James  HAUSER,  83C 
[201,  Box  500,  Elmira  NY  14902. 


[Gay  prisoner  would  like  to  correspond  with 

[people  of  a  sincere  and  caring  nature.  Possibly 
[for  long  term  relationship.  Rich  KESSLER, 
1201-021,  Box  740,  London  OH  43140. 


[Looking  for  gay  companion  that  I  can  parole 

[to.  I  don’t  wish  to  ever  return  here,  and  need  a 
[hand  Finding  a  way  to  support  myself.  Please 
|write  Gary  BOLTON,  43633,  Box  2,  Lansing 
|KS  66043. 


Egay,  32,  and  would  like  to  write  someone 
is  gay  also.  Daniel  STACY,  155-881,  Box 
[45699,  Lucasville  OH  45699. 


Confused,  Anxious, 
Depressed? 

The  key  to  Clarity, 
Peace  and  Vitality  is: 

EXPERIENCE 

We  have  20  years  of  it. 
Call  us: 


7 39-7832 

321  Columbus  Ave. 
5th  Floor,  Boston 


MassBay 


COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 


Dykes  to  watch  out  for 


Baltimore 

Continued  from  page  7 

thought  they  “looked”  gay;  who  had  failed 
to  seek  needed  medical  care  because  they 
were  afraid  of  being  discriminated  against, 
or  who  had  been  badly  treated  if  they  did  go. 
Also  documented  were  cases  of  high  school 
students  who  had  been  ridiculed,  harassed, 
or  attacked  by  straight  peers,  while  school 
staff  did  nothing  to  help  them. 

In  addition  to  lobbying  politicians  and 
producing  detailed  background  material, 
the  Campaign  worked  to  counter  the 
Catholic  Church’s  opposition  and  to  enlist 
the  support  of  religious  groups  and  their 
leaders  wherever  possible. 

In  1980  and  1985,  many  Black  churches 
opposed  the  bill  and  put  pressure  on  the 
Black  members  of  the  City  Council  to  vote  it 
down.  This  time,  a  number  of  prominent 
Black  ministers  and  churches  came  out  in 
support  of  CC  187,  and  all  seven  Black 
Council  members  voted  in  support.  At  the 
final  vote,  two  Black  women  on  the  Coun¬ 
cil,  Vera  Hall  and  Jacqueline  McLean,  made 
eloquent  statements  about  the  city’s  obliga¬ 
tion  to  provide  human  rights  for  all  people. 

As  in  earlier  years,  Orthodox  Jews  oppos¬ 
ed  the  bill,  but  the  Justice  Campaign  receiv¬ 
ed  the  support  of  a  number  of  Reform 
Jewish  rabbis.  The  efforts  of  Jewish  gay 
men  and  lesbians  and  their  supporters  paid 
off  in  winning  the  support  of  Council 
member  Rikki  Spector.  Spector,  who 
represents  the  partly  Jewish  5th  District, 
voted  against  the  gay  rights  bill  in  1985,  and 
there  was  no  reason  to  believe  she  would 
support  it  this  time.  But  she  voted  “yes,” 
saying,  “How  could  I  Fight  to  protect  my 
class  of  people  and  not  fight  to  protect  other 
classes  of  people?” 

The  Roman  Catholic  hierarchy  was 
another  matter  entirely.  In  a  heavily 
Catholic  city,  and  with  a  significant 
Catholic  representation  on  the  City  Council 
(13  of  18  members),  the  Church’s  opposi¬ 
tion  had  been  a  major  factor  in  the  defeat  of 
the  1980  bill.  This  year’s  bill  again  faced 
Catholic  opposition,  as  Archbishop  William 
D.  Borders  and  three  other  bishops  claimed 
“homosexual  activities  are  immoral  and 
contrary  to  human  nature.” 

Attempts  by  religious  fundamentalists  to 
thwart  the  bill  seemed  to  backfire.  At  the 
bill’s  public  hearing  on  May  12,  a  steady 
stream  of  anti-gay  speakers,  some  of  whom 
had  come  from  out  of  town,  failed  to  rouse 
a  majority  of  opposition  on  the  council.  At 


that  hearing,  the  outright  homophobia  con¬ 
vinced  at  least  one  council  member  that  gay 
men  and  lesbians  did  need  legal  protection 
and  caused  others  to  speak  out  in  support. 
Council  member  Joseph  T.  Landers  of  the 
largely  working-class  3rd  District  called  the 
opponents  “vociferous”  and  “closed- 
minded”  and  said  of  the  council’s  actions, 
“What  we  are  trying  to  do .  .  .is  right  an  in¬ 
justice.” 

At  the  joyous  post-victory  party,  one  of 
the  Campaign’s  leaders,  longtime  activist 
Ann  Gordon,  spoke  about  the  successful 
organizing  drive.  She  called  it  a 
multifaceted,  diverse  effort,  and  said,  “The 
gay  and  lesbian  community  has  been  too 
segmented,  for  too  long.  We  need  each 
other  badly,  now  and  in  the  future.” 

Gordon  said  the  group  is  considering  a 
number  of  possibilities  for  future  activism. 
“Most  important  to  us  is  to  continue  to  be 
an  organization  of  inclusion.  We  want  to 
educate  our  own  community  about  how  to 
use  the  legal  protections  in  the  bill  so  that  it 
becomes  viable,  instead  of  gathering  dust  in 
the  hands  of  the  Human  Rights  Commis¬ 
sion.”  She  added  that  the  Campaign  is  also 
interested  in  educating  the  straight  com¬ 
munity  about  homophobia. 

In  terms  of  new  legislative  activities,  Gor¬ 
don  said  the  Justice  Campaign  is  looking  in¬ 
to  the  possibility  of  joining  forces  with  the 
city’s  older  Black  civil  rights  organizations 
to  push  for  fair  housing  legislation.  The 
group  also  hopes  to  become  more  active  on 
the  state  lpvel,  according  to  Gordon,  “to 
combat  homophobic  AIDS  legislation  and 
to  start  pro-active  gay  legislation.”  □ 
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Gerstell 

Continued  from  page  3 

days  in  Cambridge.  In  the  late  ’60s,  she  serv¬ 
ed  on  the  steering  committee  of  the  Boston 
Vietnam  Resistance  Group,  and  worked  on 
the  Cambridge  Rent  Control  Referendum. 
At  one  point  she  was  arrested  in  connection 
with  her  support  for  rent  control,  and  she 
says  she  considers  civil  disobedience  a 
valuable  political  strategy.  Gerstell  spent 
much  of  the  ’70s  in  Florida  where  she  work¬ 
ed  in  engineering  —  she  says  her  experience 
there  refutes  any  claim  that  women  are 
unable  to  handle  management  respon¬ 
sibilities  and  decision-making. 

When  she  moved  back  to  the  Boston  area 
in  1980,  Gerstell  came  out  as  a  lesbian  and 
stepped  up  her  involvement  with  the 
women’s  movement.  For  eight  years, 
Gerstell  has  been  a  member  of  Daughters  of 
Bilitis  (DOB)  and  OLE  (Older  Lesbian 
Energy).  She  helped  plan  a  protest  over  the 
1986  Hardwick  Supreme  Court  decision  and 
participated  in  March  on  Washington 
organizing.  Gerstell  currently  lives  in  Win- 
throp  and  teaches  physics  at  North  Shore 
Community  College. 

“I’m  a  small-time  agitator,”  says 
Gerstell,  recognizing  that  she  now  seeks  to 
step  into  a  larger  —  or  at  least  more 
mainstream  —  arena.  Unabashedly  upfront 
about  her  lack  of  experience  in  electoral 
politics,  she  nonetheless  firmly  believes  in 
the  strength  of  her  candidacy. 

“My  voting  record,  if  I  were  elected, 
would  be  much  more  palatable  to  our  com¬ 
munity  than  LoPresti’s,”  she  explains. 
“I’m  the  best  candidate  —  we’ll  have  to  see 
how  good  I  am  at  running  for  office.” 

Gerstell  decided  to  run  for  senator  in  late 
March  when  she  attended  the  Feminization 
of  Power  rally,  a  traveling  feminist  inspira¬ 
tional  tour  sponsored  by  the  National 
Organization  for  Women  (NOW).  Gerstell, 
who  signed  up  to  run  during  the  excitement 
of  the  event,  says  she  received  no  follow-up 
help  from  Feminization  of  Power 
organizers.  “If  they’re  going  to  preach 
about  women  running  for  office,”  she  says,' 
“it  would  be  nice  if  more  information  were 
provided  on  how  to  do  it.” 

So  virtually  unassisted,  Gerstell  plunged 
headlong  into  the  endeavor.  She  collected 
many  more  than  the  300  signatures  required 
to  qualify  for  the  ballot.  She  has  been  steadi¬ 
ly  raising  funds,  recruiting  volunteers  and 
spreading  word  of  her  campaign  into  the 
community.  After  testing  a  variety  of 
political  tactics,  Gerstell  says  her  “normal 
lesbian  social  life  best  helps  me  find  what  I 
need.”  For  example,  Gerstell’s  campaign 
manager,  Rosa  Bernard,  was  hired  just  a 
few  weeks  ago  after  the  two  women  met  and 
chatted  at  a  bridge  game. 

Gerstell  says  she  believes  her  eclectic  base 
of  support  will  help  the  campaign.  Her  links 
with  the  lesbian/gay  community  include 
both  politically  connected  people  and  those 
not  previously  involved.  She  has  the  backing 
of  some  straight  neighbors  in  Winthrop, 
and  hopes  to  pick  up  votes  from  people 
disgruntled  by  the  growing  battle  between 
LoPresti  and  Travaglini,  both  East  Boston 
residents  who  bill  themselves  as  progressive 
candidates.  Recently,  the  men  have  begun 
mutual  mud-slinging;  a  Travaglini  cam¬ 
paign  ad  depicted  LoPresti  as  a  “fat  cat” 
tied  to  real  estate  interests,  and  Travaglini 
has  been  revealed  as  “pro-life,”  that  is, 
hostile  to  abortion  rights.  As  the  political 
waters  get  increasingly  murky  —  LoPresti  is 
a  close  sidekick  of  Senate  President  William 
Bulger,  while  Tavaglini  inches  nearer  to  an 
endorsement  from  Mayor  Ray  Flynn  — 
Gerstell  says  her  campaign  can  only  be 
bolstered  by  her  opponents  cancelling  each 
other  out. 

Gerstell  focuses  most  of  her  criticism  on 
LoPresti,  who  has  been  in  office  since  1973. 
She  explains  they  attended  Harvard  at  about 
the  same  time,  but  “LoPresti  graduated  into 
politics  sooner  than  me  because  he’s  a  guy.” 
Though  she  says  he’s  “not  awful,”  Gerstell 
is  quick  to  point  out  LoPresti’s  shortcom¬ 
ings.  For  example,  he  supports  the  state  gay 
rights  bill,  but  made  no  effort  to  move  it  out 
of  the  Committee  on  Third  Reading  where  it 
languished  to  death  last  fall.  Similarly, 
LoPresti  consistently  sides  with  Senate 
leadership  on  resisting  progressive  rules 
reform.  He  supports  the  state  foster  care 
policy  which  virtually  prohibits  lesbians  and 
gay  men  from  foster  parenting.  Gerstell  is 
also  suspicious  of  LoPresti’s  reported  real 
estate  and  other  business  interests,  and 
besides,  she  explains,  there  was  that  vote  of 
support  for  Oliver  North. 

Gerstell,  who  strongly  advocates  coming 
out  as  a  strategy  to  lessen  vulnerability  and 
gain  power,  says  she  is  deeply  indebted  to  all 


the  lesbian/gay  political  organizing  that  has 
come  before.  She  explains  that  the  com¬ 
munity’s  strength  has  made  her  candidacy 
viable.  “Furthermore,”  she  says,  “it  will 
prevent  these  guys  from  making  a 
homophobic  attack  on  me.”  Gerstell  says 
that  candidates,  especially  women,  often 
have  to  run  a  number  of  times  before  being 
elected.  “Will  I  ever  run  again?  That 
depends  on  what  I  learn  this  time,  ”  she  says. 
“Anyway,  my  campaign  manager  thinks 
I’m  going  to  win  this  round. 

Barney 
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there’s  a  Bruckner  piece,  “No  One  is 
Alone”  from  the  musical  Into  the  Woods ;  a 
piece  by  S.F.  composer  David  Conte.  Then 
we’ll  do  our  set,  opening  with  a  piece  by  a 
member  of  the  New  York  City  Gay  Men’s 
Chorus  who  was  a  founding  member  of  the 
Boston  Gay  Men’s  Chorus.  Then  a  Handel 
piece;  then  a  set  of  three  small  pieces  written 
by  Jim  Cyphers,  a  member  of  our  chorus, 
who  used  to  be  a  member  of  the  New  York 
chorus.  The  first  one  is  a  memorial  to  a 
member  of  the  New  York  chorus  who  died; 
the  second  one  is  a  love  song  and  the  third  is 
called  “For  the  Living”  and  is  written  to  a 
member  of  our  chorus  whose  lover  died  last 
summer  of  AIDS.  After  that,  our  small 
ensemble,  the  “Bay  Statesmen,”  will  per¬ 
form.  Then  we’re  doing  a  Schubert  piece  — 
19th  century  poetry.  A  medley  of  early  ’60s 
songs  follows  —  we  couldn’t  pass  up  the  op¬ 
portunity  to  do  “The  Boy  from  New  York 
City”  and  “Why  Do  Fools  Fall  in  Love.” 
We’re  ending  with  “The  Greatest  Love  of 
AH”  —  we  felt  that  really  was  applicable  to 
Pride  because  it  talks  about  digging  down  to 
find  that  which  nobody  can  take  away  from 
you. 

Then  we’ll  do  a  combined  set  —  we’ll 
open  with  an  opera  chorus  from  Wagner’s 
The  Flying  Dutchman.  And  then  we’ll  do 
another  medley  of  songs  about  New  York 
and  songs  about  Boston.  The  idea  was  to 
have  fun  with  it  and  the  title  is  “Beans  and 
Bagels  —  A  Cheap  Double  Date.” 

We  end  with  a  piece  called  “Jubilation” 
commissioned  for  the  National  Festival  of 
Gay  Choruses  in  ’86.  It  was  written  by  John 
David  Earnest. 

Jim:  It’s  exciting  that  there’s  a  lot  of  com¬ 
missioning  of  music  going  on. 

Robert:  My  feeling  is  that  if  we  want  gay 
choruses  to  survive,  we  need  to  create 
literature  for  them.  We  need  gay  sym¬ 
pathetic  texts,  music  that  addresses  our  par¬ 
ticular  situation.  And  I  think  in  general 
music  that  encourages  and  promotes  respec¬ 
ting  the  dignity  of  every  human  being  —  I 
think  that’s  as  much  what  we’re  about  as 
proclaiming  it’s  okay  to  be  gay.  So  we’re 
trying  to  commission  music  —  but,  it’s  ex¬ 
pensive. 

A  plan  that  we  have  is  to  create  a  fund 
whereby  people  can  contribute  funds  to 
commission  works  for  people  who  have 
died.  Because  people  are  dying  right  and  left 
and  we’re  finding  ways  to  try  to  memorialize 
them.  One  way,  I  think,  is  to  have  a  work 
created.  A  very  short,  simple  work  from  a 
lesser  known  composer  would  cost  between 
$500-1000,  a  significant  work  from  a  lesser 
known  composer,  $1000. 1  don’t  know  how 
many  people  have  that  kind  of  money  so  we 
want  to  set  it  up  in  a  flexible  way  to  collect 
money  and  commission  a  piece  in  memory 
of  four  or  five  people  —  whatever  it  takes. 
Jim:  I  like  very  much  the  use  of  music  as  a 
form  of  mourning  —  as  a  means  of  coping 
and  expressing  what  you’re  feeling. 

Robert:  I  am  a  church  musician  so  I’m 
steeped  in  the  pastoral  nature  of  music.  I 
was  playing  at  a  funeral  recently  where  there 
was  a  lot  of  open  wailing,  more  than  I’ve 
ever  heard.  I  was  torn  between  playing 
soothing  music  to  kind  of  quiet  them  down 
or  loud  music  to  let  them  wail  away  — 
because  I  believe  that  people  really  need  to 
grieve  and  I  think,  sometimes,  just  scream¬ 
ing  is  not  such  a  bad  thing.  I  think  one  of  the 
things  that  makes  our  chorus  successful  is 
that  we  let  the  audience  cry.  □ 
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posters,  graphics,  paintings 
237  Broadway,  Hanover  MA 

826-3118 


No.  Mass  &  So.  NH 
Gay  Counseling 
Services 

Gerry  Matison,  L.I.C.S.W 
Andover  Psychotherapy 
10  High  Street 
Andover,  MA  01810 
617-474-6950 


Do  you  feel  alone 
and  want  help 
understanding 
your  gay  or 
lesbian  child? 

wish  you 
□Ik  to 
your  parents 
about  being 
gay  or  lesbian? 

Build  connections 
with  your  family. 

One-day  workshop 
Saturday,  July  9th  10ant-4pm 

•  For  parents  and  family  members 

•  For  both  generations:  gays, 
lesbians  &  parents  of  gays 
and  lesbians 


Jean  Chapin  Smith,  LICSW 

straight  parent  of  gay  children 

876-2113 


Do  you 
could  t 


FOREX- 


ceptional 


TRAVEL 

VALUES 


Hawaii . 784 

Puerto  La  Cruz . 499 

Bonaire  . 449 

Antigua . 549 

Puerto  Vallarta  . 539 

Puerto  Rico . 549 

Ixtapa . 499 

Rio  De  Janeiro . 499 

Margarita  Island . 529 

Puerto  Plata . 589 

Mazatlan . 499 


FOREX 

TRAVEL 

76  ARLINGTON  STREET 
BOSTON,  MA  02116 


482-2900 

Serving  the  Community 
Since  1975 


FINAL  PERFORMANCES. 
MUST  CLOSE  MAY  29! 


A  New  Gay  Musical  Revue 

“Disappearing  Act,"  a  non-stop,  fast-paced  musical  revue, 
takes  a  disarming,  witty  and  critical  look  at  the  world  of  the 
urban  gay  male.  With  a  delightfully  diverse  musical  score, 
"Disappearing  Act"  covers  a  broad  variety  of  topics. 
Words  and  music  by  Mike  Oster. 

Extended  thru  May  29.  Thurs.  thru  Sun. 
Performance  time  is  7:30  p.m.  Two  performances  on  Sun., 
Brunch  at  1:00  p.m.  and  7:30  p.m. 

On  May  29,  following  the  last  show,  there  will  be  an  auction  to 

benefit  AAC.  Please  join  the  casts  of  "Disappearing  Act," 
"Forbidden  Broadway,"  "Les  Miserables"  and  "Nunsense" 
for  an  auction  of  various  items  from  their  shows. 


For  tickets  call  536-0972. 

Tickets  also  available  at  BOSTIX  and  TICKETRON. 


Club 


at  the  Club  Cafe 


209  Columbus  Avenue  at  Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA 


CLASSIFIEDS 


HELP  WANTED 


PERSONAL  CARE  ASSISTANT 

Friday  8:30am  thm  Monday  8:30am  (3  days)  $325  clear 
per  weekend.  Bathing,  lifting,  dressing,  driving.  Must  be 
light  sleeper.  Non-smoker  preferred.  524-0921 .  (45) 

CHILDCARE 

Lesbian  professional  couple  seeks  experienced  live-in 
nanny  for  Brighton  infant.  Flexible  hours.  Light 
housekeeping.  Near  MBTA.  Sunny  Victorian  house.  No 
smoking.  In  Fall  possible  travel  to  NYC.  Starting 
August  1.  Good  salary.  Call  and  leave  a  message  at 
254-5929. _ (45) 

STOP  US  WAR  IN  CENTRAL  AMERICA! 

Fundraise  for  political  change  by  phone!  3-4  even- 
ings/wk,  $7. 15/hr.,  sales/political  experience  helpful. 
Call  NECAN  at  491-4205! _ (45) 

LOOKING  FOR  VOLUNTEERS 
Need  subjects  for  doctoral  research  on  adult  lesbians 
coming  out  to  their  mothers.  If  you  are  age  25-35,  have 
been  out  for  at  least  4  years  and  have  directly  come  out 
as  a  lesbian  to  your  mother  within  the  past  3  years,  you 
are  eligible  for  this  study.  There  will  be  an  interview  with 
full  confidentiality  guaranteed.  If  interested,  contact 
Wendy  at  497-5178  and  leave  a  message  and  phone 
number.  Further  details  will  be  provided. _ (44) 

MULTICULTURAL  -  SU.OM 

Multicultural  advocacy  group  seeks  dynamic  secretary 
with  6-12months  experience/training.  45  WPM  typing; 
WP  a  plus.  Strong  phone  skills.  Advancement  a 
possibility.  Liberal  vacation,  plus  benefits.  Apply  by 
6/2.  Call  357-8507  or  write  Terry  Heide,  NCAS,  100 
Boylston  St.,  #737,  Boston,  02116.  Minorities/M  and  F 
encouraged  to  apply.  Equal  Opportunity  Employer.  (44) 

Community  Jobs 

The  only  nationwide  listing  of  socially  conscious  job  op¬ 
portunities  —  organizing,  women’s  issues,  health  care, 
peace/justice,  more.  $12/year.  CJ,  Box  G,  1516  P 
Street,  Washington,  DC  20005. _ (Ex) 


WE’RE  GROWING 


National  temporary  employment 
service  has  the  following  perma¬ 
nent  positions  available  in  their 
downtown  Boston  office: 

■  RECEPTIONIST  -  Greet  all  applicants 
and  visitors.  Must  be  people-oriented, 
professional,  and  articulate.  Clerical 
duties  and  typing  required. 

■  SECRETARY  -  Typing,  telephones, 
and  general  office  duties  for  company 
president  and  professional  staff  of 
four.  Professional,  articulate  individual 
with  excellent  word  processing  and  typ¬ 
ing  required. 

■  MAIL  ROOM/FILE  CLERK  - 
Coordinate  all  incoming  and  outgoing 
mail  for  company,  along  with  filing 
and  varied  clerical  duties.  Previous  ex¬ 
perience  required. 

■  FILE  CLERK  -  20  hours  per  week, 
evenings  (4-8  or  5-9).  Filing,  xeroxing, 
and  clerical  duties. 

We  offer  excellent  salaries  and 
benefits,  advancement  oppor¬ 
tunities,  and  very  pleasant  working 
conditions.  For  immediate  con¬ 
sideration  for  any  of  these  posi¬ 
tions,  please  call  Dora  Bigger  at 
523-3190. _ 

Staff  Builders 
18  Tnemont  Street 
Boston,  MA  02116 


ROOMMATE  WANTED 


F,  27  seeks  2  quiet,  responsible,  non-homophobic,  non¬ 
heterophobic  people  to  form  warm,  friendly,  semi-veg 
semi-coop  in  3  bdrm,  Somerville  apt.  No  pets,  $250  +  . 
Call  Anne  666-1267. _ (44) 

North  Shore  single  occupancy  available  mid-July  for  LF 
30+ .  Nice  home  1806  historic.  Off-street  parking,  at¬ 
tractive  grounds,  your  room  partially  furnished  incl. 
fireplace.  350/mo.  utilities  paid.  Must  like  cats  and  oc- 
casional  mystery  parties. _ (45) 

CAMBRIDGE  -  HARVARD  SQUARE 
Feminist  roommate  sought  to  share  I920’s  style  (newly 
rehab’d)  apartment.  Suited  for  independent  non-smoker 
who  likes  light,  antiques,  space,  porches,  a  yard,  laun¬ 
dry  facilities,  and  beautiful  hardwood  floors.  $495  + 
(June  I  —  flexible).  Call  Ellen  at  354-3966. _ (45) 

LF  and  cal  seeks  LF  to  share  2  bedroom  JP  apartment. 
$300  includes  heat  and  washer.  Near  T  and  arboretum. 
No  smoking,  no  drugs,  no  dogs.  Friendly  cat  welcome. 
Available  June  1.  Call  Kathy  at  522-2236  or  267-7573. 
(45) _ 

2LFs  26  and  32  plus  cat  seek  1  LF  or  BiF  for  beautiful 
apt.  in  Arlington  close  to  Cambridge  line,  walk  to  T  and 
Spy  Pond  for  summer  sublet  or  longer.  Rent  $300-$350. 
Call  623-0310.  No  pets. _ (45) 

Inman  Square  —  LF  seeks  roommate  for  2  bed  apt.  No 
smoke,  no  pets  (have  anti-social  cat).  300  inc.  heat 
776-8293. _ (45) 


WAKEFIELD 

GF  seeks  GF  35  +  to  share  6-rm  hse,  1  'A  baths, 
washer/dryer,  off-st.  pakg.  Need  bdrm  furniture  only. 
NO  alcohol,  drugs,  smoke.  May  have  cat.  Would  con¬ 
sider  GM  40  + .  S 400  ulils.  incld.  except  phone.  A  vail  Ju¬ 
ly  L245-40I4. _  (45) 


ROOMMATE  WANTED 


2LF’s  seek  quiet  independent  ILF  to  share  3  bedroom 
apartment  with  hardwood  floors,  2  porches,  3rd  floor  of 
triple  decker.  265+  call  Ann  628-1957,  Tina  628-0243. 
(44) _ 

2  PI  dykes  seek  third  for  JP  apt.  we  are  into  co-op  liv¬ 
ing,  fun  and  cats.  We  are  near  pond  and  arboretum  in  a 
racially  diverse  working-class  neighborhood.  No  drugs, 
min.  alcohol.  Call  983-0570,  message  for  Susan  or 
Diana.  Avail,  june  1st.  $220/mo  plus  util. _ (45) 

Female  roommate  wanted.  Non  smoker/no  drugs/no 
pels.  Shared  chores,  independent,  politically  irreverent. 
We're  electrician,  massage  therapist  and  parakeet.  Large 
house,  convenient  location  in  Somerville.  Fireplace  and 
sauna.  Rent  $325,  no  util.  Call  Beth  623-7258  10am- 
10pm,  leave  message. _ (45) 

LF  29  seeks  2LF  25  +  to  share  spacious,  sunny  house  on 
quiet  street  near  Davis  T  and  buslines.  Friendly,  in¬ 
dependent,  maybe  share  food.  W/D,  sunporch,  patio.  1 
avail,  now,  1  May  or  June.  Summer  sublet  possible. 
Sorry,  no  smoke  or  pets.  $270  +  .  Sue  776-8405 .  (44) 

3LF/Bi’s  seek  4th  for  Porter  Square  apt.  We  have  1  cat; 
no  more  pets,  no  smoke,  min  drugs  and  ale.  250+ .  Call 
491-4005. _ (44) 

BiF,  28  + ,  wanted  to  share  beautiful  apartment  near 
J.P.  w/BiF,  dog,  cat,  plants,  good  food,  books,  w/d/d 
and  back  porch.  It’s  a  real  home!  No  smoke/drugs/little 
ale.  363 +  .277-5835. _ (44) 

F  sought  for  apt.  on  Camb. /Belmont  line.  Parking, 
laundry  avail,  near  bus.  Newly-painted;  “rugged.”  No 
smoke/drugs.  Rent  $300+  call  864-4314. 

Avail,  immed. _ (44) 

NA5HUA  -  #  I  CITY  IN  AMERICA 
GM  seeks  same,  prefer  under  25,  for  2BR,  south  Nashua 
N.H.  $300/mo  +  util,  or  less  (commenserate  with  com- 
patibility).  Smoking  etc,  okay,  call  (603)891  -0368.  (45) 

Prof  LF  sks  F  28  +  prof/grad  nonsmoker  without  pets 
for  lovely  2BR  apt  in  E.  Arlington.  Quiet  street  near  T. 
Avail  7/1/88.641-3308. _ (44) 

CAMBRIDGEPORT 

■  LF  or  GM  sought  for  feminist  semi-coop  of  mixed  race 
and  gender  (we  are  currently  3  women  +  2  men).  We  are 
semi-veg,  non-smoking,  and  allergic  to  cats.  Sense  of 
humor  a  plus!  Call  864-1466. _ (45) 

SUMMER  IN  SOMERVILLE 

LF  and  cat  seek  LF  for  2  BR  near  Union/Porter  Sq. 
Sundeck.  Near  T  and  bus.  $325  +  avail,  now.  call  Sue  T. 
H:623-183S,  W:864-9200. _ (44) 

ARTIST  WITH  CATS 

GF  and  2  cats  seek  roommate  for  large  bdrm  in  2bdrm 
apt.  New  renov  hdwd  floors,  w/d,  d/w,  smkr  okay. 
Avail.  June  1st  $400  incl  heat.  Linden  nr  Hvd  and 
Comm.  Call  Deborah  787-0669. _ (44) 

Sunny  Somerville  Home.  Two  LFs  seek  two  more  for 
June  1st.  Garden,  spcaious  rooms,  porches.  Semi-coop, 
semi-veg.  Cigarette  and  furry  pet  free.  Near  Davis 
Square.  $325  +  .  Call  776-0303. _ (44) 

J.P.  APARTMENT 

LF  31  and  cat  seek  LF  27  +  for  spacious  J.P.  apt.  in  gay- 
owned  house.  Porches,  yard,  near  both  T’s.  No  smok¬ 
ing,  min.  alcohol/drugs.  $375  +  ,  avail.  6/1.  Call  Judy 
524-7917  (44) 


HOUSING  WANTED 


Lesbian,  professional,  36,  moving  from  Toledo  Ohio  to 
Boston  this  summer,  B.U.  graduate  school,  seeking  lesbian 
house,  nonsmoking,  loves  cals,  prefers  Jamaica  Plain,  call  col- 
lect  evenings.  (419)  6664360. _ (45) 

DESPERATELY  SEEKING  HOUSING  IN  NY 

BL  30,  with  10-year-old  dog.  Looking  for  1  Bedroom  in  NYC 
price  range  $750-950.  Good  leads?  (401)  273-1657, _ (45) 


APARTMENTS 


2  FAMILY  -  LYNN 

Beautiful  house  in  quiet  location,  nice  yard,  space  for  garden. 
Near  T.  Upstairs  2  bedroom,  large  kitchen  $700/month. 
Downstairs  2  bedroom,  fireplace,  hardwood  floors,  new  bath, 
$750/month.  Both  incl.  heat,  utilities,  washer,  dryer.  Call 
745-0975. _ (45) 

FOR  RENT  CAMBRIDGE 

Six  room  sunny  apartment  with  fireplace,  porch,  hardwood 
floors,  $1000/month.  Available  6/15.  868-1553. _ (43) 

2  choice  apts,  Jones  Hill  Dorchester,  June  &  July.  Glorious  all 
new  1  bdrm,  oak  floors,  2  bays,  wood,  $585  +  (new)  heat. 
Effic  has  sundeck,  skylights,  $485  incl  all.  Air,  trees,  view, 
peace  and  parking.  Lesbian  owned,  436-2583. _ (44) 


SUMMER  RENTALS 


PROVINCETOWN 

Summer  rental,  fully-equipped  2  bedroom  condo  with 
water  view.  Located  in  quiet  East  End.  Walk  out  front 
to  Bay  Beach  and  1  mile  walk  to  downtown.  Has  own 
parking.  Rent  by  week  or  month.  For  particulars  call 
(617)  447-4922.  (46) 


DISCOVER  NEW  ENGLAND’S  GAY  INN 

Spend  long,  lazy  days  by  the  pool  and  cool  nights  by  a 
crackling  fire  or  in  our  hot  tub.  Our  100  acre  mountain 
setting  offers  peace,  privacy,  beautiful  views,  spec¬ 
tacular  sunsets  and  lovely  paths  for  walking  hand-in- 
hand.  Great  hiking,  reduced  rate  golf,  tennis,  antiquing 
and  summer  theater  nearby.  The  Highlands  Inn,  PO 
Box  1 18G,  Bethlehem,  NH  03574.  (603)  869-3978.  Grace 
and  Judi,  Inkeepers.  (16.7) 


ORGANIZATIONS 


OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 

Social  and  support  group  for  women  over  40.  P.O.  Box 
1214,  East  Arlington,  MA  02174, _ (15.48) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people  .  Call  (415)  431-1976  or 
write  BWMT,  suite  140,  580  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  941 14. 
_  _ (163) 

JEWISH  LESBIAN  DAUGHTERS 
OF  HOLOCAUST  SURVIVORS 

We  meet  for  support  &  networking  and  welcome  con¬ 
tact  from  other  Jewish  Lesbian  Daughters  of  Holocaust 
Survivors.  The  next  meeting  is  scheduled  for  April  22nd- 
24th,  in  upstate  New  Hampshire,  and  semi-annually 
thereafter.  A  partners  group  has  also  been  formed  for 
lesbian  women  who  are  in  relationship  with  JLDHS. 
Membership  is  not  dependent  on  both  partners.  For  in¬ 
formation,  write  Box  6194,  Boston,  MA  02114  or  call 
(617)  321-4254, _  (|5.49) 

DAUGHTERS  OF  BILITIS 

Support  organization  for  lesbians,  1151  Mass  Ave, 
Camb.  OCBC.  Raps  every  Tues,  Thurs  at  8:pm.  Special 
raps  for  35 +  ,  parents,  ynger  women,  baby  boomers, 
singles,  coming  out,  issues  forum.  All  8pm.  Monthly 
events,  outing  club,  library.  Info:  661-3633.  All  women 
.invited 


MOVERS 


FOR  SALE 


CHILTERN 

MOUNTAIN  CLUB 
An  outdoor  recreational  club 
sponsored  by  New  England  area 
lesbians  and  gay  men.  For  further 
information,  please  write. 

P.O.  Box  407g  Boston,  MA 

Michael  Our  10th  Year  Anniversary 
787-0428 


Kitty 

282-6437 


CONDO’S  FOR  SALE 

ROXBURY,  FT.  HILL 

Newly  renov.  three  family.  Off-street  parking  and  yard. 
3BDR2BTH  1200+  sq  ft  $158K;  2BDR,  1  BTH,$I28K; 
’BR,  1BTH,  3rd  FLR,  $134K.  All  units  have  new  decks, 
siding,  roof,  elec.,  plumbing,  windows,  kitchens,  baths, 
wall  to  wall  carpet .  By  owner  442-7607, _ (46) 

NEAR  RITZ 

515  sq.  ft.  condo  with  sleeping  loft.  Former  library  in 
historic  home  boasts  elegant  original  walnut  paneling, 
working  fireplace,  hardwood  floors,  excellent  storage. 
$179,000.  Barbara  H.M.H.  Real  Estate  734-1400.  (43) 


VACATIONS 


BLUEBERRY  COVE 

Alternative  coastal  vacation  cabins,  camping,  boats, 
veggy/fish  workshops.  For  brochure  write  Blueberry 
Cove,  HCR35  Box  520,  Tenants  Harbour  ME  04860. 
(207)  372-6353. _ (1) 

GREENHOPE  FARM 

Vermont’s  only  Lesbian  owned  &  operated  guest 
house/farm.  Special  Spring  offer,  3  nights  for  price  of  2. 
Horseback  riding,  baby  goats,  gorgeous  views,  privacy. 
Call  (802)  533-7772. _ (43) 

Provincetown’s  Watership  Inn:  Charming  guest  house 
near  beach  and  center  of  gay  resort.  Free  continental 
breakfast  and  parking.  Brochure  Box  918  Pro- 
vincetown,  MA,  02657,  (617)  487-0094. _ (46) 

OGUNQUIT  MAINE  -  THE  HERITAGE 
Walk  to  the  beach.  New  Victorian  bed  and  breakfast. 
Non-smoking,  recoverers  welcome  —  reasonable.  PO 
Box  1295,  Ogunquit,  Maine,  03907, _ (39.41.43) 


GAYELLOW  PAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973.  Accom¬ 
modations.  AA  groups,  bars,  baths,  bookstores, 
businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors,  hotels, 
lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications,  organizations, 
religious  groups,  services,  social  groups,  switchboards, 
therapists,  travel  agents,  etc.,  etc.,  etc  (area  codes 
and  zip  codes  too!) 

USA  &  CANADA  $10 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  $4.50;  includes  Manhattan  bar 
notes  &  women's  section. 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  $4.50;  Alabama,  Arkansas.  N  &  S 
Carolina,  Florida,  Georgia,  Kansas,  Kentucky,  Louisiana, 
Mississippi.  Missouri,  New  Mexico,  Oklahoma,  Puerto 
Rico,  Tennessee,  Texas,  Virginia. 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $4.50;  Connecticut,  Delaware, 
District  of  Columbia,  Maine,  Maryland,  Massachusetts, 
New  Hampshire,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania.  Rhode  Island,  Ver¬ 
mont,  W.  Virginia. 

Renaissance  House.  Box  292GCN  Village  Station,  NY.  NY 
10014  212-674-0120.  All  books  discreetly  by  first  class 
mail;  your  name  kept  strictly  confidential.  To  list  a 
business  or  organization,  or  for  further  information,  send 
stamped,  self-addressed  business-size  envelope  Please 
contact  us  for  prices  outside  the  USA  In  Canada,  order 
from  Glad  Day  Books.  598  Yonge  St. ,  Toronto,  Ontario 
M4Y  123  416-961-4161  (check  for  prices) 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

new  &  used  boxes  delivered 
packing  and  storing 

_ _ 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 

Piano  and  hoisting  specialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 

No  overtime  charges,  354-2184 
_ MPDU  Number  23733  _ _ 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC. 

(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 

MA  DPU#25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  careful  movers  641-1234 

From  $18  /  hr. 

MAXI-VANS 

CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 
'  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 
>  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 
■  LIC.  and  INS. 

236-1848 


PUBLICATIONS 


BISEXUALITY 

A  national  newsletter.  For  info  &  sample,  send  SASE  to 
P.O.  Box  20917,  Long  Beach,  CA  90801-3917.  (4) 

BUCK/OUT 

The  new  quarterly  magazine  from  the  National  coalition 
of  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays,  features  news,  views, 
reviews,  poetry,  short  fiction  and  announcements  of  in¬ 
terest  to  the  national  Black  Lesbian  and  Gay  communi¬ 
ty.  Sample  copy,  $4,  1  yr.  subscription,  (4  issues)  $10. 
To:  Black/Out:,  NCBLG,  P.O.  Box  2490,  Washington, 
DC  20013. _ (ex) 

LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of  com¬ 
mentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and 
for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are  still  political, 
but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample  $1;  sub  $5;  more 
if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro,  #263G,  SF,  CA  94114. 
_ (16.-) 

GUARDIAN:lndependent  radical  newsweekly.  Covers 
Gay,  women  and  minority  struggles  and  international 
progressive  movements.  Special  offer-4  issues  FREE.  Write 
Guardian,  DeptGCN,  33W  17th St.  NY,  NY.IOOII. _ (ex) 

off  our  backs 

Celebrating  15  years  of  radical  feminist  journalism.  We 
bring  feminist  national/international  news  analysis  and 
reviews  each  month.  $11  year,  11  issues.  ($15  for  con¬ 
tributing  subs)  $20  institutional  fee.  Sample-$3  for  3 
issues!  Write  ‘off  our  backs’  Dept  GCN,  1841  Columbia 
Rd.  NW,  Room  212  Washington,  DC  20009.  (ex) 
OUTRAGEOUS  WOMEN 

National  journal  of  woman-to-woman  S/M.  Diverse 
feminist  quarterly  of  S/M  fact,  fiction  and  photos. 
$U/yr.  Single  issues  $3.  Must  state  you  are  over  18. 
SASE  for  info.  PO  Box  23,  Somerville  MA  02143.  (ex) 
WOMAN  OF  POWER:  “A  Magazine  of  Feminism, 
Spirituality,  and  Politics,”  an  inspiring  international 
quarterly  publication.  Subscriptions  $22  for  4  issues; 
singles  issues  $6  plus  $1  postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  Cam- 
bridge,  MA  02238,  telephone  (617)  625-7885.  (ex) 

ON  OUR  BACKS,  the  sexual  entertainment  magazine  for 
lesbians,  is  48  pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus  time¬ 
ly  sexual  advice  and  news  colums.  We  are  quarterly,  na¬ 
tional,  unique  and  provacative.  $1 5/yr  sub  or  $5  current 
issue  to:  On  Our  Backs,  PO  Box  421916,  San  Francisco, 
CA  94142. _ (ex) 
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DAVID  L.  COLLINS 

C.L.U. 


h 


for  all  your  noods 

Suite  830 
50  Congress  St 
Boston,  MA  02109 

Orleans/Bewster 
Office  Park 
E.  Orleans,  MA  02643 
255-2600 

Call  toll-free  1-800-352-3185 


HELPFUL  HEALTHCARE 

FENWAY 
COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

•  Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  • 

•  HIV  Education  &  Testing  Program  • 

•  General  Medicine  •  Women's  Health  • 

•  Alternative  Insemination  •  Mental  Health  • 

•  Gay  &  Lesbian  Victim  Recovery  Program  • 

•  Nutrition  •  Dermatology  •  Geriatrics  • 

•  Podiatry  • 

by  appointment 

267-7573 

HIV  267-0159 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center 
16  Haviland  St.,  Boston,  MA  02115 

15  YEARS  SERVING  THE 
GAY  AND  LESBIAN  COMMUNITY 

•  quality  care  •  research  • 

•  health  education  •  confidential  • 


THE  CHEFS  DELIGHT 

FREE 

Over  149  spices  in  stock 

Package  Of 

all  natural 
hand  packed 
guaranteed 

numerous  vinegars  &  oils 

Bread  Crumbs 

over  50  cuts  of  pasta 

7  oz. 

many  other  gourmet 
items 

No  purchase 
Necessary 

Only  With  This 

Coupon 

Service  available  to;  small  stores, 

restaurants,  institutions. 

WHOLESALE  CALL  561-1122 
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PERSONALS 


GCN  REPLY  BOXES 

Replies  to  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  to  GCN  Box 
#  ,  Gay  Community  News,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02116.  This  applies  to  GCN  Boxes  only,  not  to  P.O. 
Boxes.  Mail  may  be  addresses  to  GCN  Boxes  for  four 
weeks  after  the  issue  in  which  it  appears. _ 

LF  31  fun-loving  honest,  romantic  and  thoughtful  look¬ 
ing  for  LF  with  sense  of  humor  to  play  with  this  sum- 
mer.  Let’s  talk.  GCN  Box  312. _ (45) 

“LONELY” 

A  disabled  30  year  old  man  would  love  to  meet  &  have 
an  affair  with  1  or  2  gay  guys  in  their  20s’/30s’.  Call 
Randy  876-8646  after  5  pm.  Be  discreet. _ (4) 

CAT  LOVERS  WANTED 

Two  wonderful  indoor  cats  seek  safe,  friendly  home  in 
Boston  area  while  companion  relocates.  Starting  in  July, 
August  and  maybe  into  Sept.  Will  pay  $75  a  month  plus 
supplies.  Call  Tracey,  evenings  at  (617)  522-7572.  (45) 

DEAF  FRIEND  , 

F31 ,  learning  ASL.  Want  to  improve  my  signing,  would 
like  to  meet  a  deaf  friend.  Am  living  in  S.E.  MA,  but 
willing  to  travel.  GCN  Box  313. _ (45) 

BUZZIN'  BONNIE 

I’ll  follow  your  tips  anywhere,  even  to  the  beach.  — 
Your  wrinkled  m.h. _ (44) 

S:  2  issues  ago. ..I’m  more  lhan  ready. ,.R  U?  CW  (44) 

SALAMI  MAMA 

What  finesse  in  the  kitchen!  What  charisma  in  the 
parlor!  Your  loving  daughter  is  awe-struck  again!  — 
Brenda _ (44) 


PERSONALS 


BODIES  BY  GOD 

Hunks,  swimmers,  athletes. 

Outcalls  now  in  all  U.S.  cities.  (Work  in  any  city.)  Call 
Scott  at  215-668-8898  between  llam-2am.  (Also  hiring. 
Earn  $60  + /hr.) _ (47) 

GET  PUBLISHED! 

GCN’s  news  dept  seeks  a  volunteer 
to  write  news  notes.  News  writing  experience  not  necessary.  5 
hr/week  (flexible).  Call  Jennie  at  426-4469  for  more  info,  (Q 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


BATTERED  LESBIANS 

Ongoing  support  group  for  lesbians  currendy  or  formerly  ex¬ 
periencing  physical,  emotional  or  sexual  abuse  by  a  womyn 
partner.  Call  HAWC  744-6841  for  info  and  support.  (3) 
DYKES,  DISABILITY  AND  STUFF 
Contributions  sought  for  this  start-up  networking  newsletter 
that  wishes  to  provide  fiction,  art,  poetry,  comics,  news, 
views,  and  reviews,  arts,  letters,  verse  and  controversy,  ideas, 
resources  and  friendship  possibilities.  Still  in  the  formative 
stages,  we  have  national  and  international  aspirations  to  net¬ 
work  among  women  with  an  interest  in  health,  ability,  visibili¬ 
ty  and  disability  (yes,  hidden  ones,  too!).  How  about  an  ASL 
interpreted,  wheel-chair  user  accessible,  special  needs 
welcome!  conference  for  US  in  1990?  Get  on  the  mailing  list... 
send  contributions  of  writings,  articles,  news,  money  etc  to: 
UPE,  PO  Box  6194,  Boston,  MA  021 14-6194. _ (49) 


Argie:  ...which  is  even  smaller  than  this  ♦  ! 


(44) 


If  you  are  a  BL  into  life  w/good  references  from  your  Ex 
and  her  family,  you  can  be  happy  temporarily  or  forever 
with  this  self-satisfied,  good-humored,  prof.  25  BL. 
GCN  Box  309. _  (44) 

PRECIOUS  FRIENDSHIP  WANTED 
Gay  female  40’s  wants  gay  friend  for  friendship,  good 
times,  no  drugs,  no  ties  attached.  Discreet.  North 
Shore/Lynn  area  only,  GCN  Box  31 1 . _ (44) 

Lesbian  Feminist  38  seeks  friend,  spiritual,  natural, 
dependable,  to  celebrate  spring  with.  Walks  on  beach, 
racquetball,  tennis,  bicycling,  dancing,  movies,  etc.  Box 
312,  Newton,  MA  02)60. _ (45) 

BAD  ATTITUDE 

A  lesbian  sex  magazine.  Irreverent  and  Hot!  $10  for  one 
year’s  subscription  (3  issues).  B.A.  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  110, 
Cambridge,  MA  02139. _ (16.33) 

GCN’s  circulation  manager  is  looking  for  a  volunteer  to 
help  set  up  the  Friday  evening  mailing  party.  Learn 
about  the  exciting  world  of  newspaper  circulations  and 
meet  the  fabulous  Friday  staff  and  volunteers.  Please 
call  Chris  at  GCN,  426-4469. 


RVICES 


PERSONAL  HEALTH 

•General  Medical  Care  *Sports  Medicine 
•Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Disease 
Private  Medical  Office  -  Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 
1755  Beacon  Street,  Brookline  232-1459 


Shmutzies  against  Shmutz 

(Rags  aginst  dirt) 

Have  haridywipe,  will  travel. 

Doing  what  you  haven’t  got  time  for. 
Bonded  and  insured  References  available 

734-3648 

CINDERELLA  8.  CINDERFELLA  CLEANERS 


TOP  MAN 

Goodlooking  Italian  man 
Clean  and  safe 
Out  only  •  24  hours 
266-9187 


Cinderella  &.  Clnderfella  Cleaners 

Laundry,  repairs,  windows  and  painting  too! 
References  available 
Bonded  and  insured 

734-3648 

CINDERELLA  A  CINDERFELLA  CLEANERS 


r - - - *-*i 

Gay  Community  News  classifieds 


Vly  text  is:  (each  box  is  for  one  word) 


Need  more  room!  |ust  keep  writing  on  a  separate  sheet  of  paper  at  a  cost  of  25«  per  word  (35*  per  word  for  business  ads) 

Basic  cost! 

□  iNon-business:  $6  for  1st  25  words;  25C 
for  each  additional  word. 

□  Business:  $8  for  1st  25  words;  35<t  for 
each  additional  word. 

$ _ per  ad  x _ number  of  runs 

Special  heading 

□  Flamer  ($3.00  x . 

□  Bold  ($1.50  x . 


My  category  is: 

□  PERSONALS  □  ANNOUNCEMENTS  □  HELP  WANTED 

□  ROOMMATE  WANTED  □  HOUSING  WANTED 

□  APARTMENTS  □  SUMMER  RENTALS  □  RESORTS 

□  FOR  SALE  □  PUBLICATIONS  □  ORGANIZATIONS 

□  SERVICES  □  RIDES  □  MOVERS  □  OTHER 


_ number  of  runs)  $_ 

.  number  of  runs)  $_ 

Total  cost  before  discounts  (add)  $  . 

Discounts 

□  10-20  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  10°7o  $. 

□  21-30  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  15%  $  . 

□  31  +  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20%  $ . 

□  I’m  going  to  subscribe  now.  Deduct  $2  $ . 

Subtotal  $  . 

Box  service 

□  Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks  $_ 

□  Forwarding  box.  $6  for  6  weeks  $ . 

Subscriptions 

□  I  want  to  subscribe!  $. 

US:  $33.  Institutional  rate:  $40. 

Display  Boxed  Classifieds 

□S15  per  column  inch 
_ inches  x  $  1 5  $. 


•Deadline;  Tuesday  12  noon  for  each 
Friday’s  edition. 

•All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 

•No  ads  accepted  over  telephone. 
•Clip  and  return  this  form  to: 
GCN  Classifieds 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  M A  02116 


Name  . 
Address . 

City  _ 

State _ 


Zip 


Phone  (_ 


Total  $ 
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HELP  WANTED 


CASA  SPANISH  LANGUAGE  PROGRAM 

Classes,  taught  by  native  speakers,  offered  at  all  levels: 
night,  mornings  &  Saturdays,  starting  June  13.  Special 
Intensive  classes  July  5  to  August  1.  Call  Victoria 
492-8699, _ (44) 

Head  teacher  and  teacher  asst,  needed  for  multicultural, 
progressive  Harvard  Square  Daycare  Center.  Equal  Op¬ 
portunity  Employer.  Please  call  Children’s  Coop: 
4974332. _ (45) 


Staff  Person  for 

Progressive 
Bar  Association 

Part-time,  20-25  hours  a  week, 
seeks  staffperson  to  make  legal 
referrals.  Spanish/English 
speaking  and  experience  in 
community  organizing  prefer¬ 
red.  $7.40  per  hour  plus 
benefits.  Minorities  and  women 
encouraged  to  apply.  Send 
resume  and  cover  letter  by  June 
3  to: 

The  National  Lawyers  Guild 
14  Bfeacon  St.,  Room  407 
Boston,  MA  02108 
617-227-7335^ 

Equal  Opportunity  Employer 


Plant  Lovers 

Learn  to  care  for  plants  while  you 
get  paid!  interior  landscaping  com¬ 
pany  seeks  outgoing,  independent 
individual  to  join  our  Boston  Hor¬ 
ticulture  Team.  F.T.  or  P.T.,  M  -  F, 
Paid  training.  Call  Johanne  at 
1-617-533-4391. 

BOUGH  HAUS,  INC. 


CLASSIFIEDS 

HELP  WANTED 


AD/PR  Executive 

Manage  National  Lesbian/Gay 
Positive  Images  Campaign. 
Develop/implement  fundrais¬ 
ing,  market  research,  creative 
&  media  plans.  E0E.  Resume  by 
June  1:  Fund  for  Human  Digni¬ 
ty,  Personnel  Department,  666 
Broadway,  Suite  410,  New 
York,  NY  10012. 


has  job  openings  for  the  following: 


FRONT  DESK/ 

JOB  SCHEDULING  &  INTAKE 

Experience  with,  or  a  strong 
knowledge  of  offset  printing  need¬ 
ed. 

FULL  CHARGE  BOOKKEEPER 

EXPERIENCED  PRESS  OPERATOR 

All  positions  require  left  politics 
and  strong  collective  skills.  Call  or 
write:  Red  Sun  Press,  94  Green  St., 
Boston,  MA  02130,  (617)524-6822. 


FENWAY 

COMMUNITY 

HEALTH  CENTER 


•Progressive,  dynamic  environment 
•Competative  salaries  and 
excellent  benefits 
•Innovative  HIV  education  and 
treatment  programs 

REGISTERED  NURSES 

Ground  floor  opportunity  for 
R.N.s  in  innovative  HIV  treat¬ 
ment  program,  first  in  the  nation. 

NURSE  PRACTITIONER 
Minority  Community 

Challenging  full  time  position  for 
NP  interested  in  general  medicine 
and  HIV-related  illnesses,  to  work 
in  innovative  HIV  treatment  pro¬ 
gram  plus  care  for  diverse  client 
population.  Will  be  based  at 
Boston  City  Hospital.  Experience 
preferred,  enthusiasm  required. 

NURSE 

PRACTITIONER 

Challenging  full  time  position  for 
NP  interested  in  general  medicine 
and  HIV-related  illnesses,  to  work 
in  innovative  HIV  treatment  pro¬ 
gram,  plus  care  for  diverse  client 
population.  Will  be  based  at  Fen¬ 
way  Community  Health  Center. 
Experience  preferred,  enthusiasm 
required. 

LIC.  P/T  THERAPIST 

20  hours/week.  Licensed  or  lie. 
eligible  therapist  to  provide  in¬ 
dividual  and  group  psychotherapy 
to  well  functioning  adult  popula¬ 
tion.  Participate  on  inter¬ 
disciplinary  team.  Exper.  with 
gay/lesbian  community  required. 
Some  evening  hours. 


LABORATORY 

SUPERVISOR 

Full  time  position  in  small,  active, 
limited  license  lab  in  FCHC  clinic. 

HEALTH  EDUCATOR/ 
COUNSELOR 

Health  educator/counselor  with 
Masters  Degree  and  knowledge  of 
medical  and  psychosocial  aspects 
of  AIDS,  ARC,  and  HIV  infec¬ 
tion,  antibody  testing  and  safe  sex 
practices. 

BOOKKEEPER 

Full  time  position  for  experienced 
bookkeeper  in  health  center  with 
multi-department,  multi-contract 
budget. 

MEDICAL 

ASSISTANT/CLERK 

Full  time  position  for  medical 
assistant/clerk,  maintaining 
records  and  assisting  with  varied 
medical  department  functions. 

COMMERCIAL 
INSURANCE  CLERK 

Involves  data  entry,  cor¬ 
respondence  and  telephone  com¬ 
munication  with  insurance  com¬ 
panies. 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center 
is  an  equal  opportunity  employer. 
People  of  color  are  encouraged  to 
apply. 

Resumes  to: 

Personnel 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center 
16  Haviland  Street 
Boston,  MA  02115 


28  SATURDAY 
TO  6  MONDAY 


Boston  □  If  you  are  planning  to 
have  a  panel  included  in  the  Boston 
exhibition  of  the  NAMES  Project 
quilt,  it  must  be  submitted  by  June 
2.  Info:  451-9003 


28  Saturday 


Portland,  ME  □  Maine  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride 
Parade  steps  off  at  3pm  from  City  Hall  Plaza.  Rally  in 
Deering  Oaks  following.  Info:  207/883-6934. 

Boston  □  Educational  Forums  on  Health  and 
Human  Rights  in  Central  America.  National  Public 
Health  professionals  and  representatives  of  several  Cen¬ 
tral  American  countries  speak  on  health  and  human  rights 
in  Central  America,  the  Occupied  Territories,  South 
Africa  and  Malaysia.  Harvard  School  of  Public  Health,  The 
Kresge  Building,  677  Huntington  Ave.  9:30am-5pm.  $  1 0. 
Info:  489-3386. 


Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Rap  topic:  “Outdoors 
Women."  The  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  8-IOpm. 
Free.  Info:  354-8807  (TTY/voice). 

31  Tuesday 

Cambridge  □  SANCHIN  Women's  School  of 
Karate  and  Self-Defense  ongoing  class,  beginners 
welcome.  Tuesdays  &  Thursdays,  YWCA,  7  Temple  St. 
6-8pm.  Info:  577-9514. 


Boston  □  Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  Planning 
Committee  meets  first  Thursday  of  every  month.  New 
members  welcome.  Rm.  801,  Boston  City  Hall,  Con¬ 
gress  St.  entrance.  7pm.  Info:  267-2113. 

3  Friday 

Boston  □  Danny  Williams,  gay  comedian  at  Club 
Cafe,  209  Columbus  Ave,  through  6/5.  8pm.  $12.  Info: 
536-0966. 


Boston  □  Boston  Gay  Men's  Chorus  and  New  York 
City  Gay  Men’s  Chorus  present  “Share  the  Pride." 
The  Orpheum.  8pm.  $9-$24.  Info:  787-8000. 

Boston  □  Body  Electric  Healing  with  Group  Sensual 

Massage  for  gay  and  bisexual  men.  Led  by  Mykolas 
Hazen.  Bring  blanket  and  sheet.  551  TremontSt.  7:30pm. 
$12.  Info:  522-9164. 

5  Sunday 


Jamaica  Plain  □  Peacock  Coffeehouse  presents 
Open  Mike  Night  featuring  WUMB-FM  disc  jockey  Dana 
Westover.  Call  to  reserve  slot  at  mike.  First  Church,  Eliot 
&  Centre  Sts.  8pm.  $3.  Info:  S22-28I2,  731-6341. 

Boston  □  Living  With  AIDS  Theatre  Project 

presents  a  workshop  to  collect  the  experiences  and 
stories  of  those  connected  in  any  way  with  the  AIDS  crisis 
every  Saturday.  The  goal  is  to  create  a  theater  music  piece 
based  on  the  workshop  material.  No  performance  ex¬ 
perience  necessary.  Club  Cabaret,  209  Columbus  Ave. 
10:30am. 

Boston  □  Triangle  Theatre  Company  presents  “Torch 
Song  T rilogy,”  playing  Thursdays  through  Saturdays  un¬ 
til  6/4.  Paramount  Penthouse  Theatre,  58  Berkeley  St. 
7:30.  $15.  Info:  426-3550. 

Jamaica  Plain  □  Boston  Committee  for  Health  Rights  in 
Central  America  hosts  Latin,  African,  and  rock 
Dance/Party  with  Myriad  Creatures.  Firehouse 
Multicultural  Arts  Center,  659  Centre  St.  8pm- lam.  $5. 
Info:  489-3386. 

Jamaica  Plain  □  Agbekor  Drum  and  Dance  Ensem¬ 
ble  performs  traditional  African  music  and  dance,  with  a 
segment  for  audience  participation.  Firehouse 
Multicultural  Arts  Center,  659  Centre  St.  8pm.  $7.  Info: 
524-3816. 

29  Sunday 

Boston  □  Boston's  Other  Voice  special  guest  at¬ 
torney  Vin  McCarthy  tells  why  we  should  vote  for  Mike 
Dukakis.  WROR  98.5FM.  1 1:30pm. 

Boston  □  Metro  Healing  presents  ongoing  healing 
group  for  PWAs  and  all  those  wishing  to  be  of  support. 
Meets  every  Sunday.  Metropolitan  Health  Club  aerobics 
room,  209  Columbus  Ave.  7:30-9:30pm.  Info:  Brian 
267-1154,  Joseph  357-6926. 

Boston  □  Rock  Against  Sexism  May  Disc  Party/T- 
Dance  1270  Club,  1270  Boylston  St.  6- 1 0pm.  $2.  21  and 
older. 

30  Monday 

Boston  □  Candlelight  Procession  and  AIDS 
Memorial  Service  as  part  of  the  annual  "National 
Memorial  Day  Vigil"  to  remember  all  who  have  been  lost 
to  the  AIDS  crisis.  Procession  assembles  at  the  comer  of 
Boylston  &  Tremont  Sts.  at  7pm,  and  will  begin  promptly 
at  7:30.  Procession  ends  at  Emmanuel  Church,  15 
Newbury  St.,  with  an  interfaith  service  at  8pm.  Guest 
speaker  Dr.  Loretta  Williams.  Reception  following.  All 
welcome.  Info:  623-3366  ,  720-5099. 


June  I  Wednesday 

Boston  □  A  talk  by  English  cultural  critic  Jeffery  Weeks 
entitled  “Social  Aspects  of  AIDS:  An  Intellectual 
Agenda.”  Institute  of  Contemporary  Art,  955  Boylston 
St.  8pm.  $3.50.  Info:  266-5152. 

Boston  □  Jim  Vetter  performs  “The  Gay 
Aristocrat,”  a  one-man  theater  piece,  combining  mime, 
dance,  magic,  and  verbal  humor.  Also,  Pat  Humphries 
performs  contemporary  folk  and  political  music.  Proceeds 
to  benefit  Names  Project/New  England.  Club  Cabaret, 
209  Columbus  Ave.  7:30pm.  $8.  Info:  227-8761. 

Boston  □  Robert  Campbell,  architecture  critic  of  the 
Boston  Globe,  gives  a  slide  presentation  entitled  “The 
Architecture  of  Copley  Square.”  Rabb  Lecture  Hall. 
Boston  Public  Library,  666  Boylston  St.  8pm.  Info: 
536-5400  x336. 

Cambridge  □  “Say  It,  Sister"  discusses  "Gay  &  Les¬ 
bian  Activism  in  Boston  —  A  Year  in  Review”  with  Marla 
Erlien  &  others.  WMBR,  88.IFM.  7-8pm. 

* 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Al-Anon  (with  childcare).  The 
Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  6:30-8pm.  Free.  Info: 
354-8807  (TTY/voice). 

Boston  □  Boston  Area  Women's  Self-Defense  Collective 
offers  Women’s  Self-Defense  Classes  for  women  of  all 
ages  and  abilities.  Meets  Wednesday  evenings  and  Satur¬ 
day  afternoons  in  the  South  End.  Info:  574-9433. 

Cambridge  □  Metropolitan  Community  Church  of 
Boston  holds  support  group  for  people  close  to  some¬ 
one  with  AIDS  —  how  to  care  for  ourselves  as  we  care  for 
someone  we  care  about.  720  Mass.  Ave.,  Central  Sq. 
7:30pm.  Info:  523-7664. 

2  Thursday 

Cambridge  □  Metropolitan  Community  Church  of 
Boston  Womens’  Liturgy  Circle  meets.  720  Mass. 
Ave.,  Central  Sq.  7:30pm.  Info:  523-7664. 

Boston  □  GCN's  production  night  All  welcome. 
Proofreading:  after  5pm.  Paste-up:  after  7PM.  62  Berkeley 
St.,  near  Arlington  &  Back  Bay  T-stops.  GCN:  426-4469. 

Boston  □  Discussion  group  for  non-offending  male 
sexual  abuse  victims  meets  first  Thursday  of  each  month. 
Sponsored  by  New  Directions  for  Men,  Inc.  Conference 
Room,  Chamber  of  Commerce,  859  Mass.  Ave. 
8:30-l0pm.  Free.  Info:  498-9881. 

Boston  □  The  Names  Project  Quilting  Bee.  Arlington 
St.  Church,  Boyfston  St.  entrance.  6-9pm.  Info: 
451-9003. 


Boston  □  GCN  mailing.  Come  help  stuff  the  paper 
and  meet  new  friends.  5pm  to  1 0pm.  Near  Arlington  and 
Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  426-4469. 

Worcester  □  AIDS  Project  —  Worcester  support 
group  meets  every  Friday  night  for  HIV  positive,  PWA's, 
PW ARC’S,  lovers,  friends,  and  the  worried  well.  Open  to 
all  lesbians  and  gay  men  regardless  of  HIV  status.  51 
Jackson  St.  7-9pm.  Info:  Dana,  755-3773. 

Brookline  □  Am  Tikva  holds  regular  1st  Friday  night 
of  the  month  Shabbat  Service  and  Oneg.  Please  bring 
something  sweet  to  share.  Workmen's  Circle,  1762 
Beacon  St.  8pm.  Info:  782-8894. 

W.  Medford  □  Lesbian  Lawyers  and  Legal  Workers 

March  Meeting.  New  members  welcome.  7pm.  Free.  Info: 
483-3685. 

Provincetown  □  Gaylaxicon,  the  first  science  fiction 
and  fantasy  convention  for  gay  people  and  their  friends, 
takes  place  6/3-5.  With  guest  of  honor  J.F.  Rivkin,  author 
of  "Silverglass"  and  "Web  of  Wind.”  Sponsored  by  The 
Gaylaxians.$20  by  advance  registration.  Info:  Gaylaxicon 
c/o  The  Gaylaxians,  P.O.  Box  1051,  Back  Bay  Annex, 
Boston,  MA  02117. 

Boston  □  Ongoing  healing  group  for  PWAs  and  all 
those  wishing  to  be  of  support.  Meets  eve7  Friday.  Santa 
Fe  Hair  Salon,  528  Tremont  St.  7:30-9:30pm.  Info:  Brian 
267-1154,  Joseph  357-6926. 

Boston  □  Metropolitan  Community  Church  of  Boston 
presents  Celebrating  Our  Diversity:  A  Support 
Discussion  Series  for  Men.  First  of  three  topics: 
"Seasons  of  Our  Lives:  Reflecting  on  our  experiences  and 
attitudes  of  age,  ageism,  and  aging."  186  Mass.  Ave.  8pm. 
Info:  523-7664. 

Cambridge  □  Women’s  Coffeehouse  with  poet 
Rosario  Morales,  reading  from  her  book  "Getting  Home 
Alive,"  published  with  her  daughter.  The  Women’s 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  8pm-midnight.  Free.  Info: 
354-8807  (TTY/voice). 

4  Saturday 

Boston  □  New  Ehrlich  Theatre  presents  “Steaming,” 
written  by  Nell  Dunn  and  directed  by  Judy  Braha. 
Thursdays  through  Sundays  through  6/26.  New  Ehrlich 
Theatre,  539  Tremont  St.  Weekdays  8pm,  Saturdays  5pm 
and  8:30pm,  Sundays  2pm.  $I0-$I5.  Info:  482-6316. 

Jamaica  Plain  □  Jamaica  Plain  Arts  Council  celebrates 
its  first  anniversary  with  "World's  Fair,"  a  full  program  of 
music,  dance,  exhibits,  crafts,  and  workshops  represen¬ 
ting  a  wide  range  of  cultures.  Inside  and  outside  the 
Firehouse  Multicultural  Arts  Center,  659  Centre  St. 
I0am-5pm,  with  a  closing  concert  at  9pm.  Info:  524-3816. 


Boston  □  "From  All  Walks  of  Life”  pledge  walk  to 
benefit  AIDS  care  and  research.  Registration  starts  at 
8:30am.  Walk  begins  at  10am.  Info:  266-6906. 

Boston  □  Boston  NOW  benefit  dance  after  the 
walkathon.  Somewhere  Else,  295  Franklin  St.  8pm.  $5.  In¬ 
fo:  782-1056. 

Boston  □  Metro  Healing  ongoing  healing  group.  See 

5/29  listing. 

Jamaica  Plain  □  Franklin  Park  Coalition  annual  Spring 
walking  tour  of  Franklin  Park.  Meet  at  Blue  Hill  Ave.  en¬ 
trance.  2pm.  $2.  Info:  524-9685. 

Amherst  □  Beyondo  Beyondo  presents  A  Celebration 
of  Our  Lesbian  Sexuality.  A  Birthday  Benefit  and  First 
Fundraiser  for  “The  Calendar.”  Readings  by  Joan  Nestle, 
Chea  Villanueva,  others:  panel  discussion  on  lesbian 
erotica;  and  music  by  Erika  K.  Wheeler.  The  Red  Bam, 
Hampshire  College.  4-7pm.  Dance  following  at  8:30pm. 
$7-$  1 5  includes  all  events.  Info:  413/586-5514. 

Cambridge  □  “The  Powerful  Women  of  Cam¬ 
bridge,”  a  celebration  of  the  10th  anniversary  of  the 
Cambridge  Commission  on  the  Status  of  Women.  Dinner, 
music,  poetry,  reminiscences,  politics,  displays,  pictures. 
Dante  Alighieri  Society,  40  Hampshire  St.  5-9pm.  $10.  In¬ 
fo:  498-9014. 

Boston  □  Boston’s  Other  Voice  special  guest 
Margaret  Cerullo  counters  Vin  McCarthy's  wholehearted 
advocacy  of  Mike  Dukakis.  Also  Laurie  King  of  Fresh  Pond 
Travel  on  travel  for  the  differently-abled.  WROR  98.5FM. 

1 1:30pm. 

6  Monday 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Rap  topic:  "Family  Attitudes 
and  Being  Gay.”  The  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St. 
8-IOpm.  Free.  Info:  354-S  Memorial  Quilt.”  On  display 
until  7/8.  Community  Arts  Gallery,  UMass/Boston,  100 
Arlington  St.  Monday  through  Friday,  I0am-7pm;  Satur¬ 
day  noon-6pm.  Free.  Info:  451-9003. 

Boston  □  Tax  Resistance  Clinic  for  people  conscien¬ 
tiously  opposed  to  paying  for  war.  Community  Church, 
3rd  floor,  565  Boylston  St.  7-9pm.  Free.  Info:  731-6139 

CALENDAR  COMPILED  BY 
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Share  the  Pride.  The  Boston  Gay  Men's  Chorus 
with  music  director  Robert  Barney  and  the  New 
York  City  Gay  Men’s  Chorus  with  music  director 
Gan  Miller  in  concert.  The  Orpheum,  Boston.  ASL 
interpreted.  June  4. 

Jim:  How  did  the  Gay  Men’s  chorus  in 
Boston  start  and  how  did  you  become  in¬ 
volved? 

Robert:  The  early  history  I  don’t  know 
much  about  because  I  wasn’t  involved  with 
the  chorus  then.  But  the  group  began  in 
1982,  about  the  same  time  that  choruses 
started  in  other  cities.  Joseph  Bevins  is  the 
person  who  organized  the  first  rehearsal  and 
directed  the  first  concert.  I  guess  the  au¬ 
dience  was  packed  and  the  chorus  was  eighty 
strong.  All  the  enthusiasm  was  there.  But, 
there  were  problems  with  various  directors 
after  that.  In  early  ’85  they  advertised  for  a 
new  director.  At  the  time,  I  wasn’t  really 
convinced  I  was  out  enough  to  have  such  a 
public  position.  I  didn’t  have  issues  myself, 
but  I  did  have  issues  about  the  church  I 
worked  for.  I  decided  I’d  at  least  like  to  talk 
to  somebody  about  it,  and  I  was  finally 
selected  by  the  chorus  with  maybe  one,  two 
dissenting  votes. 

This  will  now  be  my  third  season  and  I 
really  love  it. 

Jim:  All  the  choruses  did  seem  to  come 
together  very  suddenly  around  1982.  What 
motivated  people  at  that  time? 

Robert:  Actually,  it  was  the  late  seventies 
when  it  really  began.  And  once  New  York 
and  San  Francisco  and  some  of  the  bigger 
cities  with  larger  gay  populations  had  their 
choruses  established,  it  caught  on  very 
quickly  in  other  cities.  We’re  now  trying  to 
encourage  some  of  the  smaller  New  England 
cities  to  start  up  choruses. 

There  are  a  couple  of  reasons  [for  why 
things  took  off.]  Maybe  the  most  talked 
about  is  the  cultural  proclamation.  The 
Black  movement,  trying  to  encourage  civil 
rights,  stressed  Black  culture.  So  you  had 
Black  choirs  and  dance  groups  really  trying 
to  [accent  culture].  Now  the  problem  about 
being  gay  is  that  it  cuts  across  a  lot  of 
cultures.  And  this  issue  keeps  coming  up 
because  people  will  say  “We  should  be  do¬ 
ing  more  gay  music.”  Well,  what  is  gay 
music?  Certainly  music  helps  communicate 
gay  themes,  but  is  it  gay  music?  Is  it  gay 
music  because  it  was  written  by  a  gay  per¬ 


A  community  of  singers 

GCN  talks  to  Robert  Barney,  music  director  of  the 
Boston  Gay  Men ’s  Chorus 


By  Jim  Fauntleroy 


Robert  Barney 


son?  Is  it  gay  music  because  it  talks  about 
men  loving  men?  Well,  there’s  very  little 
music  written  about  that,  although  there’s 
more  and  more.  So  I  think  that  gay  music  is 
an  unfair  term.  But  that’s  one  of  the  biggest 
reasons  given  for  the  chorus,  to  help  pro¬ 
mote  gay  culture. 

I  tend  to  look  at  other  sides  of  the  coin. 
First  of  all,  you  can  take  it  for  a  given  that 
there  are  people  who  like  to  sing.  Many  of 
them  happen  to  be  gay,  I  don’t  know  why. 
So,  why  not  do  it  with  other  gay  people 
openly?  That’s  the  social  side  of  it  and  the 
support  side  of  it  and  the  family  side  of  it. 
Instead  of  going  to  a  gay  fathers’  group,  it’s 
gay  singers. 

Jim:  Well,  I  remember  that  the  group  T sang 


with  in  college  was  my  support  group.  It  was 
a  male  chorus  and  it  was  about  one-quarter 
gay. 

Robert:  There’s  another  reason  for  gay 
choruses.  This  may  come  from  my 
evangelistic  background  —  I’m  Lutheran- 
Church-of-Missouri-Synod-trained .  Those 
church  choirs  and  college  choirs,  the  St. 
Olaf’s  choir  and  the  famous  Lutheran 
choirs,  exist  to  share  the  gospel.  And  there’s 
a  part  of  me  that  sees  the  Boston  Gay  Men’s 
Chorus  as  sharing  the  gospel.  But  it’s  not  the 
gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  according  to  the 
Lutheran  Church  of  the  Missouri  Synod.  It 
is  the  gospel  of  “Let’s  be  fair  to  each 
other.”  I  really  believe  that  80  men  standing 
onstage,  labelling  themselves  as  gay  is 


psychologically  very  good.  Both  for 
themselves,  and  for  the  straight  community 
and  for  the  gay  community. 

Jim:  How  many  groups  are  in  the  national 
organization? 

Robert:  The  Gay  and  Lesbian  Association 
of  Choruses  —  GALA  —  includes  over  50 
choruses.  Most  major  cities  —  Houston, 
Dallas,  San  Diego,  Los  Angles,  Seattle,  San 
Francisco,  Chicago,  have  at  least  one 
chorus.  Some  cities  have  stronger  women’s 
choruses  than  men’s  choruses,  some  cities 
have  a  stronger  mixed  chorus,  but  most  of 
the  movement  is  men’s  chorus.  The  national 
movement  is  really  trying  to  reach  out  to  the 
lesbian  community  and  is  trying  to  welcome 
them.  We’ve  had  a  lot  of  talks  about  this  — 
a  lot  of  women’s  choruses  do  not  feel,  the 
need  to  identify  themselves  as  lesbian 
choruses.  They  are  women’s  choruses  and 
they  are  speaking  about  women’s  issues. 
Jim:  How  many  concerts  does  the  Boston 
chorus  generally  do? 

Robert:  We  do  three  major  productions  — 
December,  March  or  April,  and  June  for 
Pride. 

So  we  have  the  holiday  concert,  which  is 
frequently  called  the  Christmas  concert  — 
I’ve  been  trying  to  call  it  the  December  con¬ 
cert.  On  the  other  hand,  it’s  not  fair  to  com¬ 
pletely  avoid  Christian  music  because  this  is 
a  gay  chorus.  I  just  won’t  throw  the  whole 
body  of  literature  away.  It’s  also  that  it 
represents  a  section  of  the  population  —  I’m 
gay  and  I’m  Christian,  I’m  Italian  and  I  take 
my  spirituality  very  seriously.  This  music 
speaks  to  me  and  I  know  there  are  other  peo¬ 
ple  in  the  chorus  for  whom  it  speaks.  It 
doesn’t  speak  for  everybody,  but  then 
again,  the  South  Pacific  medley  doesn’t 
speak  for  everyone.  So  we  do  a  little  bit  of 
everything.  I  really  try  to  balance  stuff  out,  I 
try  to  reflect  the  diversity  of  the  community. 

I  have  to  say  I  wince  a  little  bit  at  the  Pride 
march  when  I’m  marching  right  behind 
these  banners  saying  that  the  church  fucks 
gay  people.  I’m  very  active  in  my  church, 
my  church  is  very  kind  to  me,  my  church 
does  not  fuck  gay  people. 

Jim:  Let’s  talk  some  about  the  concert 
you’ve  got  coming  up. 

Robert:  New  York  will  start  with  a  set 
they’re  taking  to  Europe  —  they’ve  commis¬ 
sioned  a  new  work  by  John  David  Earnest; 

Continued  on  page  12 


JOIN  US  JUNE  5th! 

Put  your  best  foot  forward 
and  support 
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a  10K  pledge  walk  to  benefit 
AIDS  care  and  research 

Sunday,  June  5th  10:00  AM 

Our  goal  in  ’88  is  $880,000! 

Pledge  sheets,  posters  and  brochures  are  available- 
call  the  “WALKLINE”  at  266-6906 

Sponsored  by 
AIDS  ACTION  Committee 
661  Boylston  Street,  4th  floor 
Boston,  MA  02116 


Strong 

Medicine. 

Experimental  Medicine  means  taking  risks. 
That’s  why  we  think  it’s  important  to  get  all  the  infor¬ 
mation  you  can  before  enrolling  in  any  drug  trial. 


“The  AmFAR  Treatment  Directory  is  an  important 
tool  for  both  physician  and  patient  in  accessing 
clinical  trials  for  AIDS. . .  ” 

Barry  Gingell,  M.D.,  Editor 

Treatment  Issues.  Gay  Men's  Health  Crisis. 
’>■  New  York 

“The  best  overview  of  AIDS  drug  trials. . .  ” 

John  James,  Editor. 

AIDSTreatment  News. 

San  Francisco 


AIDS/HIV 


Experimental  Treatment  Directory 

A  director}/  of  experimental  treatments  and 
drug  trials  for  AIDS  and  related  illnesses 

Call  Toll  Free  1-800-992-2873 

$30  One  Year  Subscription  iquarterlyj/SIO  Single  Issue 
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